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Opposition rejects Arafat appeal 

DAMASCUS IAFP) — Ten hardline Palestinian groups 
opposedto^asser Arafat rejected on Monday his appeaUora 
nanonal dialogue aimed at reconciling their deferences. 

groups sad they -reject this suspicious call for dialog 
and reiterate that union is impossible with those who have 
signed defeatest accords with the enemy, violated the nation* 
al charter and suppressed the resistance" to the Israeli occu- 
pation of Palestinian lands.Mr. Arafat announced on Sunday 
the creation of a high committee for national dialoaue to rec'- 
otxnle nval Palestinian factions. The committee is headed bv 
Mr. Arafai and includes leaders from various Palestinian bod- 
ies. including the Popular and Democratic Fronts for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (PFLP and DFLPi. But the opposition 
groups based in Damascus said in a statement that Mr 
was .“ aimed M gening him out of the impose 
after the Patesunjan uprising," in reference to last month's 
deadly Israeli-PaJestmian clashes. 
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Lebanon tries 25 as Israeli agents 

BEIRUT tRi — Twenty-five Lebanese went on trial 
by military court on Monday, facing possible death 
penalties on charges of collaborating with Israel. Accu- 
sations against them included supplying Israel with 
intelligence on anti-Israeli guerrilla groups and plan- 
ning attacks on Syrian forces in Lebanon. Lebanon and 
Israel are still officially in a state of war despite five 
years of peace talks which are currently stalled. Only 
four of the accused were in court. The hearing was 
adjourned after a brief session until Nov. 4 after prose- 
cutors argued that the other 21 accused still at large had 
to be served summonses informing them of the charges. 
Three of the absentees were charged with planning 
attacks that included a failed 198S assassination attempt 
against Brigadier Ghazi Kenaan. head of Syrian mili- 
tary intelligence in Lebanon. 
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Bahraini leader 

meets GCC head 

MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain's emir. Sheikh Isa 
■Ben Salman Al Khalifa, 
met Monday with the head 
of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 

(GCC). whose next summit 
Manama has vowed to boy- 
cott. Sheikh Isa and GCC 
Secretary General Jamil Al 
Hujailan discussed ways to 
"strengthen the GCC’s 
role," the Bahraini news 
agency GNA said. Bahrain 
has said it will boycott the 
next GCC summit to be 
held in Qatar in December 
because of a territorial dis- 
pute with Qatar over the 
Hawar islands in the Gulf. 
The GCC groups Bahrain. 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Kaddoumi holds 
talks in Beijing 

BELTING (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Kaddoumi met 
here Monday with China’s 
foreign minister and top 
legislator, both of whom 
expressed support for the 
Palestinian cause in negoti- 
ations with Israel, the Xin- 
hua news agency said. Both 
Qiao Shi. chairman of the 
standing committee of the 
National People’s Congress 
and Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichensaid China support- 
ed the principle of “land- 
for-peace” in the negotia- 
tions. 'The agreements 
reached between Palestine 
and Israel- should be 
eamestty.miplemented, and 
parties concerned should 
continue the peace process 
on the existing basis.” Mr. 
Qiao was quoted as saying. 
Mr. Qian stressed that 
China was a "reliable" 
friend of the Palestinians, 
and has "always supported 
the Palestinians' just cause 
of restoring their legitimate 
.^national rights.” the official 
-.- Chinese news agency said. 

Yemen inaugurates 
new oilfield 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemen 
on Monday inaugurated a 
new oil field developed by 
the firms Exxon of the Unit- 
ed Stales and Total of 
France, with initial output at 
15,000 barrels a day. the oil 
ministry said. The field in 
the Shabwa region. 350 
kilometers east of the capi- 
tal Sanaa, will increase pro- 
duction to 30,000 barrels a 
day in 1997, the ministry' 
added. Yemen currently 
produces around 360.000 
barrels a day and has 
reserves estimated at 1.39 
billion barrels, official fig- 
ures show. Most of its pro- 
duction comes from Maarib 
fields in the northwest and 
Massila in the south. At 
least 15 foreign companies, 
including Hunt of the Unit- 
_ed States and Oxy of Cana- 
da, are involved in oil 
exploration here. The Mid- 
dle East Economic Survey 
(MEES), a specialist week- 
ly, said in March that 
Yemen’s oil production 
would increase by 14 per 
cent early next year to 
exceed 400,000 barrels a 
day. 

4 beheaded for 
rape in S. Arabia 

RIYADH (AFP) — Three 
Saudis and a Pakistani con- 
victed of rape were behead- 
ed Monday in the Holy City', 
of Mecca, bringing to 42 
the number of people exe- 
cuted in Saudi Arabia this 
year, the Interior Ministry 
said. The four forced their 
way into a home, drunk 
alcohol, tied up the owner 
and raped his wife, said the 
^statement which was read 
"Jn state television. Saudi 
Arabia, which enforces 
Islamic law strictly, carries 
out the death penalty in 
cases of murder, rape, 
armed robbery and drug 
trafficking. 
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King visits Jericho today after talks with Arafat 

Netanyahu may join King, Arafat in self-rule city amid intense efforts to lift logjam in peace process 

In meeting with Palestinian leader, HM reaffirms all support to advance quest for peace 


By Avman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein will visit the 
Palestinian city of Jericho 
today in his first trip to the 
self-rule areas after holding 
talks here yesrerday with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on means of ending 
the crisis facing the peace 
process. 

The King's visit was 
announced late Monday 
evening after Amman wit- 
nessed a flurry of political 
activities aimed at sal- 
vaging the peace process, 
with the King talking with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu pub- 
licly for the first time since 
the Oct. 1-2 Washington 
summit and the special 
U.S. coordinator for the 
peace process. Dennis 
Ross, paying a brief visit to 
Amman to inform the King 
on the results of Palestin- 
ian-Israeli negotiations. 

Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh told the Jordan 
Times that the visit, which 
comes at the invitation of 
Mr. Arafat, was an expres- 
sion "of His Majesty's sup- 
port for the peace process 
and efforts to overcome the 
crisis facing it." 


Dr. Khasawneh said that 
during the telephone con- 
versation between the King 
and the Israeli premier. Mr. 
Netanyahu told the King 
that he remains committed 
to his promise to “achieve 
an opening" in the stalemat- 
ed peace talks with the 
Palestinians. 

Dr. Khasawneh noted that 
Mr. Netanyahu had 
promised the King a "pleas- 
ant surprise” on the Pales- 
tinian track during the 
Washington summit and the 
King said Sunday upon 
return from the United 
Kingdom that he awaited 
the results of the talks “and 
let’s hope for some good 
news.” 

Jordan news agency, 
Petra, said the King and Mr. 
Netanyahu exchanged 
views on the Palestinian- 
Jsraeli talks, with the King 
stressing that the necessity 
of overcoming the difficul- 
ties facing the peace 
process and finding solu- 
tions to all issues on which 
the Palestinians and the 
Israelis differ. 

Sources said the King and 
Mr. Arafat will leave 
together onboard a Jordan- 
ian plane as news repons 
spoke of the possibility of 
Mr. Netanyahu holding 


joint talks with the King 
and Mr. Arafat. 

•it is possible that Mr. 
Netanyahu will meet with 
His Majesty and President 
Arafat but nothing is con- 
firmed yet,” an official 
source who asked not to be 
named told the Jordan 
Times. 

Dr. Khasawneh said the 
talks King Hussein held 
with Mr. Arafat in Amman 
yesterday were "very posi- 
tive" and that the issue of 
the redeployment of Israeli 
troops in Hebron was in the 
centre of the talks which 
also' dealt with other major 
issues. 

Petra reported that Mr. 
Arafat informed the King of 
the results of the talks that 
the Palestinians started with 
the Israelis after the Wash- 
ington summit. During the 
summit. King Hussein 
expressed disappointment 
in rhe policies of Mr. 
Netanyahu and criticised 
him for demonstrating the 
"arrogance of power" rather 
than vision. In press state- 
ments later, the King 
warned that Israeli policies 
were pushing the region 
towards “the brink of an 
abyss’* and were threaten- 
ing the whole future of the 
peace process. 



His Majesty King Hussein with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat at the Royal Palace 
on Monday in a meeting attended by Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Mahmoud Abbas, a senior member of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee (photo by Yousef Allan) 


An official source said the 
King expressed his support 
for the Palestinians, telling 
Mr. Arafat that "your cause 
is ours and we are ready to 
provide you with whatever 
support you need.” 

Petra quoted the King as 
stressing the need for con- 
tinuing the peace process 
and consolidating efforts 
so that the process can 
overcome the obstacles it is 
facing and comprehensive 


peace can be achieved in 
the region. 

The King expressed Jor- 
dan's unwavering support 
for the Palestinians in their 
pursuit of realising their 
rights on their national soil, 
Petra said. 

An official source, who 
attended the open meeting 
which was also attended by 
officials from both sides 
after the King and Mr. 
Arafat held a closed-door 


meeting in Raghadan 
Palace, said it was clear that 
Mr. .Arafat appreciated the 
stand of King Hussein on 
the crisis facing the Pales- 
tinian track of the peace 
negotiations. 

Upon arrival in Jordan 
through the King Hussein 
Bridge for the first time 
after moving to Gaza in 
1994, Mr. Arafat told 
reporters that he believed 
the King can positively 


influence “the way things 
are going due to the high 
esteem he has on the Arab 
and international levels.” 

But the Palestinian leader 
stressed that the talks with 
the Israelis are still facing 
difficulties because of 
Israel's "intransigence and 
its unwillingness" to help 
overcome the deadlock. 

“I come to Jordan to con- 
sult with His Majesty King 
Hussein and to explain our 
concerns and difficulties 
that we are facing" as a 
result of Israel's refusal to 
implement the agreements 
the two sides have signed. 
Mr. Arafat said. 

"There are still delays 
caused by the Israelis and 
the political, economic and 
security committees which 
stoned negotiation earlier 
have not reached any posi- 
tive results yet,” said Mr. 
Arafat, who was received at 
the bridge by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and other officials. 

Mr. Arafat, who was 
accompanied by a high- 
powered delegation includ- 
ing Local Government 
Minister Saeb Erekat, Min- 
ister of Information Yasser 
Abed Rabbo and security 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu-Arafat summit in works 
amid preparations for Taba meetings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)- — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Monday he 
was prepared to meet Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
after a new round of negoti- 
ations to work out a long- 
delayed Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu said on 
Israeli public radio that a 
summit with Mr. Arafat 
could "take place near the 
end of the negotiations, 
which are currently at a 
sensitive stage." 

NabiJ Abu Rudeina, a top 
Arafat aide, also kept the 
door open for a summit, 
saying there could be a 
meeting "if this would be 
productive." although there 
are not yet "any fixed 


plans.” 

Talk of a summit came as 
the two sides held a final 
day of informal discus- 
sions in a bid to narrow 
their differences over the 
Hebron pullout ahead of the 
official negotiations due to 
resume Tuesday in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Jamil Al Tarifi and Israel's 
Oren Shahor toured 
Hebron iogether on Mon- 
day to get a last “up-close” 
look at the situation on 
the ground before sitting 
down at the negotiating 
table. 

The two heads of the 
negotiating committee on 
civil affairs visited the 
area around Jewish settle- 
ments in the centre of the 


city, where 450 Jewish set- 
tlers live amid Hebron's 
1 20,000 Palestinians. 

U.S. Middle East coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross, who 
convinced the two sides 
to postpone the Taba talks 
for a day to give behind- 
the-scenes conracts a 
chance to lay the ground- 
work. was "very involved” 
with both sides on Mon- 
day. U.S. officials said. 

The new round of negoti- 
ations at Taba comes after 
five days of sessions last 
week on the Israel-Gaza 
border which ended in 
deadlock over Hebron. 

Under the 1 995 Oslo self- 
rule accords. Israel was to 
have handed most of 
Hebron over to the Pales- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Weizman assures Mubarak of 
Israel’s commitment to peace 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man pledged here Monday 
that his country would hon- 
our agreements struck with 
the Palestinians, in fence- 
mending talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart 
Hosni Mubarak. 

‘The (Israeli) government 
is not going back,” on its 
agreements with the Pales- 
tinians, Mr. Weizman told a 
joint news conference with 
Mr. Mubarak after more 
than an hour of talks. 

‘The government, per- 
haps, is slowing down in 
view of some people’s lik- 
ing. But like I said to Presi- 
dent Mubarak, rhe govern- 
ment of Israel will continue 
and will do all its best to 
achieve peace with the 
Palestinians.” he said. 

Mr. Mubarak linked any 
meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to an Israeli 
redeployment in Hebron 
and said his talks with Mr. 
Weizman covered the "pre- 
sent situation of the Pales- 
tinian problem." 

“The President (Weiz- 


man) assured me that they 
are honouring the agree- 
ments and that it will be 
implemented" as signed. 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

"Egypt will continue sup- 
porting the peace process as 
much as we can until we 
reach a comprehensive set- 
tlement to the whole prob- 
lem and until peace pre- 
vails in the whole area,” 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Earlier Mr. Mubarak and 
Mr. Weizman embraced as 
the Egyptian leader wel- 
comed the Israeli president 
at Cairo airport before 
heading straight into talks 
at the Ittiyadiya Palace in 
northern Cairo. 

Cairo is frustrated with 
the- slow pace of the Pales- 
tmian-Israeli talks, blaming 
the Jewish srate for failing 
to respect accords signed 
between the Palestinians 
and Israel's former Labour 
government. 

Mr. Weizman. pressed on 
Mr. Netanyahu's failure to 
cany out aspects of the 
agreements, said: "We 

have had security problems 
in the past, we hope that we 


will be over it and we have 
to be very careful of what 
we do in the future.” 

The Egyptian press has 
taken violent swipes at Mr. 
Netanyahu, accusing him 
of being "mentally 
deranged.” A Foreign Min- 
istry official even said he 
needed a "psychiatrist,” 
prompting Israeli protests. 

Mr. Mubarak told the 
U.S. news magazine Time 
that he was "very, very, 
very upset. Since Mr. 
.Netanyahu came every- 
thing is frozen," 

He warned of renewed 
violence unless Israel 
implements its peace 
accords with the Palestini- 
ans and said Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat could 
not sell out on Hebron. 

“The situation is boiling. 
The people are fed up all 
over the Arab World ” he 
said. 

At the news conference 
with Mr. Weizman, the 
Egyptian president said: 
‘‘It is not a matter of being 
upset or annoyed. It is a 

(Continued on page 7) 


PUK edges closer to Erbil; Baghdad urges 
dialogue to settle its rivalry with KDP 


ERBIL t Agencies) — The 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK; on Monday 
moved closer to the main 
Kurdish city of Erbil in a 
lightning offensive aimed a 
regaining control of north- 
ern Iraq from its Baghdad- 
backed Kurdish rivals. 

In related developments: 

— Baghdad called on the 
PUK and its rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KJDP) to 
settle their differences 
through dialogue but other- 
wise adopted a low profile 
in the latest conflict. 

"We have consistently 
given severe warnings in 
the past against dealing 
with foreign powers,” a 
statement issued by Iraq's 
ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council and Baatii 
Parry said. ' We call upon 
the parties that have 
returned to fighting to expel 
the foreign forces and not 
to deal with them.” 

The Iraqi leadership said 
it was prepared to invite all 
parties to peace talks in the 
capital. Baghdad. 

— Iran denied that it was 
supporting the PUK in its 


offensive. Bur the KDP 
maintained that the PUK 
forces were supported by 
Iranian tanks and heavy 
armour. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi said the 
charges were raised as a 
reaction to "protests by 
international bodies 

because of the collabora- 
tion of KDP leader Mas- 
soud Barzani with the Iraqi 
army in suppressing the 
defenceless Kurdish people 
and turning them into 
refugees." 

— The United States also 
called on both groups to 
stop fighting and urged the 
governments of Iraq and 
Iran to stay out of the con- 
flict. 

"We are calling on both 
the PUK and the KDP ro 
end the fighting." said State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums. “We don’t 
believe Kurdish interest?, 
will be promoted by a con- 
tinuation of fighting 
between them.” 

"We hope both Iran and 
Iraq will stay out of the 


fighting,” he added. 

Mr. Bums said U.S. offi- 
cials had been in touch with 
both Kurdish groups in an 
auempt to make peace 
between them. 

— PUK leader Jalal Tala- 
bani was quoted as saying 
thaf he did not want to 
attack Erbil. 

"We don't have a plan 
now' to do that, because the 
city' is surrounded by Iraqi 
tanks” he said in an inter- 
view with the London- 
based Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayat. 

"We leave Erbil to its 
people." he said. Mr. Tala- 
bani said the Iraqi army 
"intervened today (Sunday) 
by launching artillery 
shelling on Chunichamal. 
then it stopped." 

U,N. officials and guards 
in Iraqi Kurdistan said on 
Monday that Mr. Talabani’s 
forces had regained control 
of most of the territory' they 
lost ro the KDP six weeks 
ago. 

They said PUK guerrillas 
had now recaptured two 
more towns. Degala and 
Koi Sanjaq. after taking 


control over the strategic 
Dokan dam area, site of a 
major hydroelect ire power 
project. 

PUK forces were driven 
out of Sulairaaniyeh, 270 
kilometres north of Bagh- 
dad, on Sept. 9 in a KDP 
offensive that began 10 
days earlier and brought 
most of northern Iraq under 
its control. The offensive 
began when KDP forces, 
with help from the Iraqi 
army, captured the key city 
of Erbil from the PUK. 

The Iraqi intervention 
was punished with U.S. 
missile attacks on Sept. 3 
and 4 and led to an Ameri- 
can military buildup in the 
Gulf. 

A U.N. official in north- 
ern Iraq said the PUK had 
scored a strategic victory 
with the capture of Degala. 

The KDP. however, 
denied that it had lost con- 
trol of Degala and vowed 
to remain at its posts and 
defend Erbil. the "capital” 
of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

“This information is false. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu survives no-confidence vote 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s beleaguered 
government survived a no- 
confidence motion Monday 
from opposition parties 
accusing him of destroying 
the peace process with the 
Arabs. 

“We express no-confi- 
dence in Mr. Netanyahu 
because he has no peace 
policy as we understand 
it," said Labour Party law- 
maker David Libai, who 
was justice minister in the 
previous government that 
made peace with the Pales- 
tinians and Jordan. 

Mr. Netanyahu survived 
by a 57-48 vote with two 
abstentions. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy, heckled repeatedly 
by opposition lawmakers, 
blamed the Palestinian 
National Authority (FNAJ 


for the clashes last month in 
which 78 people died. 

The shooting erupted dur- 
ing Palestinian protests 
over Israel's opening of an 
archaeological tunnel near 
Jerusalem's Muslim holy 
sites. It capped months of 
growing Palestinian anger 
over Mr. Netanyahu's 
reluctance to implement 
outstanding aspects of the 
accords. 

Mr. Levy, said that 
"weapons being aimed 
against our soldiers cannot 
be justified under any cir- 
cumstances." 

"Those who did that 
harmed the peace process, 
undermined the trust of the 
citizens of this country 
regardless of their (politi- 
cal ) views,” Mr. Levy said. 
”What is going ro happen in 
the future? Will we see the 
same outburst of violence 


every time we cannot reach 
agreement? Can we accept 
this?” 

“You should be ashamed 
of yourself." shouted Abdul 
Wahab Darawshe. an 
Israeli- Arab lawmaker. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who as 
opposition leader fought 
against the autonomy 
accords, defeated peace- 
maker Shimon Peres by 
less than one percentage 
point in the May election. 

Although he is backed by 
a relatively comfortable 
majority of 6S out of the 
120 Knesset members, his 
coalition is a volatile mix 
that includes extreme 
nationalists as well as cen- 
trists who favour far- reach-' 
ing compromise with the 
Arabs. 

Mr. Netanyahu has been 
harshly criticised for hav- 
ing alienated most of the 


Arab countries that forged 
ties with Israel in recent 
years. 

The opposition accuses 
him of also weakening 
Israel's ties to the United 
States and precipitating an 
economic crisis reflected in 
a virtual freeze of exports 
and foreign investment. 

The Labour Party has 
been courting the powerful 
religious party Shas. whose 
leaders are dovish and 
whose 10 Knesset seats 
would suffice to either 
bring down the government 
or force Mr. Netanyahu to 
invite Labour into a broader 
coalition with more dovish 
policies. 

Shas leaders have held 
meeting in recent days with 
Palestinian leaders. But the 
party voted with the gov- 
ernment on Monday. 
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Truce panel reviews 
Lebanese complaint 


NAQOURA, Lebanon 
(AFP; — The five-nation 
committee monitoring a 
ceasefire accord in South 
Lebanon met here Monday 
to study a Lebanese com- 
plaint over Israeli shelling 
that wounded 12 Lebanese 
civilians. 

The committee, which 
groups Lebanon. Israel, the 
United States. Syria and 
France, met at the head- 
quarters of U.N. Interim 
Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) in the border 
town of Naqoura. officials 
said. 

Lebanon lodged its com- 
plaint after 12 members of 
the same family, including 
four women and at least 
three teenagers. were 
injured Friday when Israeli 
troops shelled villages in 
South Lebanon in retalia- 
tion for an attack by 
Hizbollah guerrillas. 

Lebanon accused Israel 
of violating an April 26 
ceasefire accord between 
Hizbollah and the Jewish 
state under which both 
sides agreed to spare civil- 
ians and Hizbollah is 
banned from attacking 
Israel from civilian areas. . 

Israel initially justified 
Friday’s shelling by saying 
Hizbollah had violated the 
ceasefire first by firing 
mortars from inside the vil- 
lage of Baraashite. 

However, it acknowl- 
edged after an investigation 
that “the source of the fire 
was from the edges of the 
village" and not from 
inside. 

The Lebanese delegation 


was to provide the commit- 
tee with evidence that the 
guerrillas did not launch 
the attack from inside the 
village and that the Israeli 
shelling cargerted civilian 
locations, inflicting casual- 
ties and property damage, 
an official source said. 

Lebanon was also to want 
against “dangerous poli- 
cies" practised by the 
Israeli army since Prime 
Minister ’ Benyamin 
Netanyahu came to power 
in June, the source said. 

“Since then, the Israeli 
army has been intensifying 
its air and ground bombard- 
ment of civilian locations 
in South Lebanon under the 
pretext of striking the resis- 
tance." it said. 

The committee has con- 
vened five times since Aug. 
15. on three occasions to 
study complaints filed by 
Lebanon and Israel. 

Lebanon has complained 
about injuries to two civil- 
ians, damage to property 
and the deportation of two 
families from the Israeli- 
occupied zone in South 
Lebanon. 

Israel filed a complaint 
after two of its soldiers 
were killed in a Hizbollah 
rocket attack which it said 
was launched from a civil- 
ian area. 

Monday’s meeting was 
closed to the media at the 
request of the United 
States, which chairs the 
committee. 


Parties decry U.S. ruling 
to extradite Abu Marzouk 


AMMAN <J.T.) — Opposi- 
tion parties in Parliament 
have issued a statement 
decrying the U.S. decision to 
extradite Musa Abu Mar- 
zouk, a member of the 
Palestinian Islamic Resis- 
tance group Hamas. 

■They described the deci- 
sion as another crime com- 
mitted by the U.S. adminis- 
tration against the Palestin- 
ian people. 

“The opposition parties in 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment held a meeting on Ocl 
13 to study a U.S. court order 
to extradite Dr. Abu Mar- 
zouk to Israel and considered 
the move not as a judicial 
decision, but as one that was 
politically motivated taken 
under a Zionist influence and 
considerations related to the 
U.S. presidential election." 
the statement said. 

Stating that Dr. Abu Mar- 
zouk's activities were not 
political in nature, the state- 
ment added that the Hamas 
activist can not be consid- 
ered as a terrorist for under- 
taking resistance actions. 

"The extradition order is 
yet another crime committed 
by the U.S. administration 
against the Palestinians and 
one that would trigger fur- 
ther acts of violence in the 


region leaving adverse 
effects on U.S. relations with 
the Arab and Islamic 
nations" added the. state- 
ment 

The Islamic Action From 
<1AF) party issued a separate 
statement denouncing the- 
extradition ruling as a • fla- 
grant violation of the Ameri- 
can constitution since Dr. 
Abu Marzouk have been 
legally living in the United 
States without breaching any 
U.S. law. 

The statement said the 
extradition order represents a 
direct encroachment on the 
personal freedom and civil 
rights of Dr. Abu Marzouk 
and a crime against the 
Palestinian people’s basic 
right to carry out acts of 
resistance to occupation. 

Meanwhile, newly formed 
Christian Arab Democratic 
Party (CADP) issued a 
statement stressing that there 
can be no peace in- the region 
without Jerusalem, the cre- 
ation of an independent 
Palestinian state and the ter- 
mination of Jewish settle- 
ments in Arab lands. 

The statement appealed to 
the Palestinian negotiators 
with Israel not to cede any of 
the Palestinian people's 
rights in their homeland. 



CHECKPOINT: Two Palestinian policemen checking the permits oF the Palestinian workers before they go to work in Israel 
through the Beit Hanoun checkpoint north of the Gaza Strip. After the last wave of the the clashes Israel said on Thursday 
that it would allow 35.000 married Palestinians over the age of 30 from the self-rule area to enter Israel to work. The deci- 
sion followed the resumption of Palestinian -Israeli peace negotiations earlier in the week (Reuters photo) 


Taleban burn movies, to turn cinemas into mosques 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban religious militia 
made a bonfire of Hindi 
movies at a central Kabul 
cinema as part of their cam- 
paign to apply strict Islamic 
principles. 

“These films are un- 
Islamic. that is why we are 
burning them.” a group of 
Taleban told AFP at the 
Zainab Cinema. 

About SO per cent of the 
films that used io be shown 
in Kabul cinemas were 
Indian-made, with the 
remainder from Hollywood 
and Iran. 

“We have decided to turn 
this cinema into a mosque." 


the Taleban added. 

These Taleban said they 
had converted all cinemas 
in their hometown, the 
southern provincial capital 
Kandahar. 

The Zainab was one of 
about 15 operational cine- 
mas in ' Kabul during the 
former regime of ex-com- 
munist President Najibul- 
lah. executed by the militia 
when they captured the 
capital on Sept. 27. 

Many were destroyed in 
the years of factional fight- 
ing following the Muja- 
hedeen takeover of Kabul 
in April 1992. but a small 
number continued to func- 


tion until early 1995. when 
they were dosed down, 
ironically to appease the 
Taleban who had just 
advanced to the outskirts of 
the capital. 

After about three months 
a handful of cinemas re- 
opened in Kabul and con- 
tinued to provide cheap 
entertainment until July 
1996 when Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar returned to Kabul as 
prime minister. 

Mr. Hekmatyar closed 
down the remaining cine- 
mas as part of his own pro- 
gramme of Islamic refo«m. 

No cinemas were func- 
tioning in Kabul when the 


Taleban seized the capital 
1 8 days ago. 

A foreign journalist was 
slightly injured in the head 
during the bonfire of 
movies at Zainab cinema 
when some machinegun 
ammunition suddenly 
exploded. 

It seemed that some AK- 
47 Kalashnikov bullets 
were inadvertently mixed 
up with the film stock. 

A possible explanation 
for this was that some cine- 
mas used to allow Muja- 
hedeen of the ex-Kabul 
government entrance on 
payment of two AK-47 bul- 
lets in lieu of cash. 


Businessman seeks Kuwaiti speakership 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) 
— Wealthy Kuwaiti , busi- 
-nessih'ari- ■ ahd riformejr 
•Finance- -Munster Jassem Al 
Khardfr will run for the key- 
position of speaker in the 
new parliament, newspapers 
said on Monday. 

Mr. Kharafi, who was 
elected in last week's poll to 
the 50-seat national assem- 
bly. or parliament, will com- 
pete- for the post against 
Ahmad Al Saadoun, an inde- 
pendent who was speaker of 
the last assembly and who 
retained his seat 

“I am delighted to inform 
you that I have decided to 
nominate myself for the 
speaker of the parliament," 
Mr. Kharafi, who^heads one 
of the country’s leading con- 
tracting and trading compa- 
nies. told reporters. 

Pro-government Deputy 
Kharafi. who was finance 
minister in the late 19S0s. 
said he had received 
“encouragement and sup- 
port" to run for speaker 
from other members of the 
new national assembly. 

Both candidates have been 
campaigning hard in recent 


days to win the support of 
members of parliament 
v(M'EsL>who.are <lue to -vote 
. » for- the. . speaker, . and deputy 
• speaker during the first par- 
liamentary session on Oct. 
20 . 

Under the constitution, the 
speaker is elected for a four- 
year term by an absolute 
majority of MPs, including 
members of the cabinet, 
present at the first sitting. 

The speaker is responsible 
for keeping order in parlia- 
ment. and if there are an 
equal number of votes, the 
speaker’s bloc wins. 

Diplomats said the speaker 
also plays a key mediating 
role between parliament 
and the government. 

They said tensions 
between the last parliament 
and the government were 
often deflated after meetings 
between Mr. Saadoun and 
the crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah AJ Sabah. 

But the diplomats added 
that the new parliament, 
which is dominated by pro- 
government MPs. will be 
more "docile” than its pre- 


decessor. where Islamists 
formed the dominant bloc. 

•r Newly elected Kuwaiti 
• deputies on Monday met 
informally for the first time 
to try to thrash out their 
demands for the new cabinet 
being formed by the prime 
minister. 

Some 35 members of the 
newly elected 50-seat 
National Assembly ended 
the gathering, calling for a 
strong-minded cabinet, but 
failed to agree on precise 
demands, MPs said. 

“The general feeling was 
that deputies would like a 
government which can make 
decisions and represent the 
whole country." said liberal 
MP Abdullah A I Naibari. 
after the two-hour discus- 
sion. 

Sheikh Saad. who was 
reappointed premier on Sat- 
urday, was continuing con- 
sultations on Monday before 
choosing his ministers. 

Mr. Naibari said the meet- 
ing of MPs was “amicable" 
and. as well as drawing up 
proposals for the cabinet, 
was aimed at developing 
cooperation between the 


new members before the 
first official sitting on Oct. 
20 . 

Islamist Shiite MP Adnan 
Abdul Sained, who was 
reelected in last week's 
elections, said the new par- 
liament seemed “weaker" 
than in the past four years 
because it failed to nail 
down specific demands. 

“In 1992 there were pre- 
cise demands.” said Mr. 
Abdul Samed. whereas at 
Monday’s meeting MPs 
could not agree on issues 
such as how many deputies 
they should call to be repre- 
sented in the cabinet. 

In the parliament elected 
in 1992. Islamist MPs 
formed the dominant bloc, 
but pro-government depu- 
ties are now the most power- 
ful group after general elec- 
tions held last week. 

The cabinet can have up to 
16 members, of which at 
least one must be an elected 
MP. In the last parliament, 
up to six MPs held minister- 
ial posts at any one time. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt to acquire more F-16 Fighters 

CAIRO ( AP) — Eg> P l acquire more U.S. F- * 6 fight- 
ers and Apache helicopter* to boost its air power, the 
commander of the nation’s air force was quoted as sayhia 
Monday. Lieutenant General Ahmad Shafiq told the 
state-owned daily Ai Akhbar that the new warplanes will 
be equipped with “the most sophisticated technology 
ever available in the world's arsenals.” He did not say 
how many planes would be received. The F- 16 fighter jet 
already is a mainstay of Egypt’s air force. Gen. Shafiq 
.said the Apaches and" SH-2G helicopters, which are osed 
inanti-tank warfare, are expected to be delivered soon 
with other equipment including advanced simulators'fbr 
training Egyptian pilots. He said Egypt will continue 
depending on Washington for supplying its armed forces 
because “super technology provided by the U.S. is not 
necessarily provided by others.” Since Egypt’s peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979, the United Slates has become 
Egypt's main weapons supplier, replacing the former 
Soviet Union and other communist states. 

Cairo schools closed for fear of meningitis 

CAIRO < R i — Schools in a south Cairo suburb have 
been closed for several days after a pair of twins died of 
meningitis, residents said on Monday . “Thirteen-year- 
oid Michael and his twin sister died after being infected 
by the meningitis vims." one of their dose acquaintances 
said. “Doctors privately admitted it was meningitis and 
were treating them accordingly." she added. “But the 
official report did not concede it.” In a televised news 
conference on Sunday Health Minister Ismail Sal lam dis- 
missed the reports as a rumour, saying the deaths were a 
result of a brain virus. The ministry, however, ordered 
schools in the luxurious Cairo suburb of Maadi closed for 
two days “just to reassure parents." Residents said the 
schools would be closed until the weekend. Other cases 
from Maadi schools have been admitted to intensive care 
and vaccines have disappeared after a rush by scared par- 
ents. residents said. 

Bullet-proof vest would have saved Rabin 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin would still be alive if he had worn a bullet-proof 
vest on the night of his shooting last November, police 
ballistics tests showed on Monday. Police reproduced 
two canridges — for the bullets extracted from Rabins 
body — at a research laboratory at Nahal Soreg near Tel 
Aviv before carrying out test firing in the same conditions 
as the night of the murder. The tests proved beyond doubt 
that Rabin would have been safe if he had been wearing 
a bullet-proof vest, police said. The prime minister was 
shot in the back at point-blank range by an extreme right- 
wing Jew. Yigal Amir, after an outdoor peace rally in Tel 
Aviv on Nov. 4. Amir, who opposed Rabin’s land-for- 
peace accords with the Palestinians, used a Beretta pistol 
with bullets with metal tips to strengthen their impact. 
He has since been jailed for life. 

20 wounded as in Egyptian squabble 

CAIRO (AFP) — A squabble between, two pre-school 
children in south Egypt led to a clash with machine-guns 
between their Coptic Christian and Muslim families in 
which 20 people were wounded on Monday, police said. 
The incident took place in Nazlat Mustafa village in 
Asyut, almost 400 kilometres south of Cairo. The chil- 
dren were playing when they got into a fight and their 
fathers Kama I Saeed Butros, a 60-year-old Copt, and 
Mohammed Atef Hassan, 37. a Muslim, joined in. Other 
family members also joined in and the squabble turned 
into an all-out war with machine-guns, police said. Twen- 
ty people, including children, women and the two fathers, 
were injured and taken to a nearby hospital. 

Egypt to launch development of pyramids area 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will launch this week a 45 mil- 
lion pound ($13.2 million) project to develop the area 
around the Giza Pyramids, Culture Minister Farouk 
Hosni said in statements published on Monday. The work 
will take one year and will involve the construction of a 
special visitors’ ringroad around the Giza plateau, home 
to three of Egypt's most famous pyramids, the govern- 
ment dailies Al Ahram and A! Akhbar reported. Al 
Akhbar said the eight-kilometre ringroad alone will cost 
30 million pounds. Experts from the U.N. Educational, 
Scientific And Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), the 
Egyptian antiquities engineering centre and the supreme 
antiquities council drew up the scheme over the past 
three years. The project also involves the setting up of 
parkings lots, access gates to the pyramids plateau and 
cultural centres. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 -..Budsie 

14-JO J Love Lucy 

15:00 -.Sciences Cartoon 

15:15 .....Magazine — Montage 

16:00 .At The Zoo 

16 JO ALF 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 Fun With Physics 

17:15 Road To Avonlea 

18:00 Serie — La Lumiere des 
Jusies 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Extra Large 
19 JO News Headlines 

19 J5 Murphy Brown 

20:00 Man Alive 

20 JO ...Encounter 

21:10 Star Trek 

22:00 - News in English 

22 JO China Beach 

23:15. Mission Impossible 

23:59 .... Are You Being Served 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:1 Fajr 

05J5 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:22 Dhuhr 

14J7 ’Asr 

17:09 Maghreb 

18:26 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdffeh,Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
TeL 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. '824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart - 
meat of Meteorology. 

Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with skies partly 
cloudy. There will be a chance 
for scattered showers and winds 
becoming northwesterly moder- 


ate to active. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy, winds norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Amman 12/23 

Aqaba 21/31 

Deserts 11/27 

Jordan Valley 20/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 2!. Aqaba 29 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 63 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin 74S563 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 820425 
Dr. Abdul Hadi Ta>yim .....6201 15 
Dr. Munther Al Qraini ...779959 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Aserna pharmacy ....637055 
Al SaJam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...623672 

Najib pharmacy -...847632 

iRBn> 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saffarini 987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 


Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

,630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints - 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7§7 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance). 121 

Ov erseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ................7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khaiidi Maternity 64428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ......636140 

Palestine. Shraeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .....845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Ai-Ahli, Abdali 664 1 64/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhqjreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zancja Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

<09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(.02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
.ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:10 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:35 .Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09 JO Doha. Bahain (RJj 

U:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo iRJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

16i40 Frankfurt (RJ j 

17:25 Chicago. Amsterdam f RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:40 London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:00 Munich (YP) 

15:00 Rome ( AZ) 

18:25 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

18:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

19:20 London (BA ) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:50 .Aden (IV) 

23:55 Bucharest <RO) 

02:00 Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

08 JO -Aqaba (RW) 

18:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05 J5 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 .Amsterdam. New Yorkt RJ i 


08 JO Aqaba (add) i RJ) 

U:00 .Aqaba. Paris (RJj 

13:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

II JO — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
32:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 


12:15 . 
13:05.. 


33:55 . 


20:10. 


20:20. 


20:45 . 


20:45. 


21:20. 

21:30- 

-Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
— —Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

08:15 . 


10:15 . 



16:00. 


19:25. 


19:45. 


21:50 . 
21:50.. 
23:55. 

Bucharest (RO) 


Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pm every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES, ^ 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. I 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:00 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
(RW) 

19:30 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAIA) (RW) 

EOJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 8>ttu every 


Apple 

700/500 

Banana. 

Banana (mukhammar) .,420/420 
Banana (imported) .820/600 

Cabbage ...L30/80 

Carrot .... 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) 
Cucumber (small) _. 
Eggplant. 

350/220 

180/100 

... 340/200 
...JJ4G/140 

Garlic 

700/450 


Guava. 

600/400 


350*200 

Marrow (large) 

.... 200/180 
340/250 

Mulukhiah 

Onion (green) 

Onion idrv) 

_..200UO 
. ..140/80 

Okra 

.950/550 


....580/450 

Pear 

.680/600 

Pepp?r (hot) 

.....300/180 

„J40/22 a4 

Pomegranate 

...javzfr 

Potato 

JOO/180 

Spinach 

String Bean. 

Tomato 

„.330/2fi0 

650/450 

„210/L« 






lay, Octobers 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery- (ACHSS) is currently 
treating nine Palestinians injured in last 
month’s confrontations with Israeli forces 
and Jordanian specialists have offered to 
treat them free of charge. Centre Director 
Daoud Hanania said Monday. 

Dr. Hanania told the Jordan Times that 
the nine suffer from serious injuries and are 
currently being treated for fractures, brain 
injuries, intestinal problems and other com- 
plaints which demand extensive work and 
time to heal, probably more than a month, 
including rehabilitation. 

He said that the nine were admitted to the 
hospital on Sept. 29 and are being treated in 
response to a request by His Majesty King 
Hussein to Jordanian medical institutions to 


provide humanitarian aid to Palestinians. 

Deputising for Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Abdullah Ensour Monday visited the 
hospitalised Palestinians to wish them a 
speedy recovery. 

Dr. Ensour expressed his appreciation to 
Dr. Hanaina and the hospital staff for their 
efforts to treat and care for the injured. 

According to the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. Dr. Hanania sent a letter to the Pales- 
tinian health minister expressing the hospi- 
tal’s availability to treat those injured in 
recent confrontations. 

Some of the injured have been treared for 
paraplegia and hemiplegia as bullets were 
found to have penetrated their bodies. Dr. 
Hanania said. 

Dr. Ensour was accompanied on the visit 
by the Health Ministry’s Secretary General 
Dr. Hashem Jaddoueh. 
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SUDANESE MINISTER OF HEALTH ARRIVES IN AMMAN: Sudanese 
Minister of Health Ihsan Ghabshawi arrived in Amman Monday morning on a 
four-day official visit to Jordan. She was received by Ministry’ of Health Secre- 
tary General Hashem Jaddoueh. Ms. Ghabshawi will hold talks with Minister of 
Health A ref Bataioeh and visit a number of medical centres to study their vari- 
ous services. Ms. Ghabshawi said that this visit is dedicated to reactiyating the 
health cooperation agreement signed between Sudan and Jordan last September, 
as well as discussing the possibility of concluding other comprehensive and com- 
plementary agreements, lauding Jordan as possessing a developed health field 
(Petra photo) 




- • International Motor Show begins 

. . |»g|i ’ .AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Faisal Ben AJ Hussein inaugurated the Inter- 
M \KK^ !"" nat i ona i Motor Show which will run through Oct. 20 at the Amman Internation- 
al Motor Show-. 

Arab Environment Day focuses on water 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan celebrated Arab Environment Day which this year 
hails the slogan “Water means life, don't pollute it." The General Corporation for 
the Environmental Protection Information Bureau Head Fawzi Ekour said that 
Jordan takes protecrion of the environment as a serious concern and that His 
Majesty King Hussein has called for international conferences dealing with envi- 
ronmental protection. 

Cold front expected to slacken Wednesday 

AMMAN (.Petra) — The weather will continue to feel the effects of the cold front 
which Saturday began its traversal over Jordan. General forecasts call for rain 
until Wednesday when a gradual rise in temperatures is expected and winds will 
be easterly moderate. 

^ Jordanian delegation heads to Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation representing the land and maritime 
transportation sector will head to Baghdad at the end of this month to discuss 
bilateral cooperation in the field of transportation. 
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Engineers association threatens strike 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) has called on ail its 
members to participate in a 
sit-in to demand higher 
salaries and threatened to 
later organise a strike if the 
government does not 
respond positively. 

The sit-in, to be held Sat- 
urday in from of the Min- 
istry of Housing and Public 
Works, was announced in 
several Arabic dailies and 
weeklies and is considered 
by the JEA as a “final 
warning” to the govern- 
ment before “further 
action.” 

According to the 
announcement, the engi- 
neers employed in the pub- 
lic sector are asking for a 
ISO per cent increase in 


their basic monthly wage, 
which, JEA sources say, 
currently amounts to 
JD150. 

After allowances are 
added, the average monthly 
salary of a public sector 
engineer nears JD215. an 
amount about which engi- 
neers complain. 

The protest aims at gain- 
ing back a series of finan- 
cial and other benefits 
which were revoked under 
government regulations 
enforced in 1988, JEA act- 
ing President Hosni Abu 
Ghida told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Our engineers used ro 
enjoy better salaries and 
working conditions in 1 988 
than [they do] nowadays,” 
Mr. Abu Ghida said, adding 
that monthly wages were 
lowered from JD400 to JD 
270. 


He said the government 
resorted to such cuts 
because of the surplus of 
engineers in the Kingdom, 
but added that the JEA does 
not intend to accept the 
market's oversupply ‘as jus- 
tification for “unfair treat- 
ment." 

While accusing the gov- 
ernment of not having 
responded to the engineers' 
requests so far. Mr. Abu 
Ghida said the association, 
which counts 36,000 mem- 
bers, intends to “start seri- 
ous negotiations with the 
government.” 

Other requests forwarded 
by the JEA include the 
advancement of engineers 
to higher levels of the pub- 
lic sector employees' scale 
and the abolition of some 
forms of discrimination 
against engineers 

employed in certain min- 


istries. 

Public sector employees 
are classified according to a 
.scale running from tenth 
(the lowest) to first (the 
highest i grade. 

Before 1988. a new grad- 
uate engineer could start 
his/her career as a public 
employee from grade five, 
while today he/she is hired 
as a “sixth grade employ- 
ee,” with the consequent 
loss in benefits and 
allowances. 

The JEA also charged the 
government with “discrim- 
ination” between engineers 
employed in different insti- 
tutions. 

Culling for “fairer treat- 
ment for ail engineers." 
JEA sources said that engi- 
neers employed by the 
Ministry of Education, for 
example, are given 25 per 
cent more allowances than 


engineeis employed in 
other ministries. 

The JEA. whose presi- 
dent Laith Sliuboilat wjs 
charged with slander 
against the R«.»\al family 
and is currently serving a 
prison sentence, is already 
planning further actions in 
case the association's 
requests arc not met by the 
authorities. 

In I act. the association is 
also organising a protest 
walk from the JEA's head- 
quarters in Shmeisani to 
the Prime Ministry on Oct. 
2b and a strike to he held at 
a date to be announced. 

“We wish that we were 
not forced to go on strike.” 
Mr. Abu Ghida told the Jor- 
dan Times, “but it seems 
that it is the only way to 
regain our richts." 


Minister of education France to declare 1997 


delivers talk on literacy 


AMMAN t Petra) — The 
rate of illiteracy in the 
Kingdom varies according 
to geography and gender. 
Minister of Education 
Munther Masri said Mon- 
day 

In a lecture delivered at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, 
the minister offered these 
and other statistics such as 
that the enrolment rate of 
students, six to 12 years old, 
in primary schools this year 
is complete, whereas the 
rate of the 1 2 to 16 year old 
age group’s enrolment in 
schools is estimated at 90 
per cent. 

However, the rate of stu- 
dent enrolment at non-com- 
pul sory secondary schools 
ranges between 65 and 70 
per cent and that those 
.between 18 and 24 years of 
age, enrolling at various 
colleges and universities, 
stands- at- -30 per cent, -said 
Dr Masri. 

Referring to illiteracy. Dr. 
Masri estimated a 12 per 
cent figure but added that 


ministry-run literacy and 
adult education centres are 
contributing to an annual 
reduction of one per cent. 

However, illiteracy varies 
with geography and gender 
from a possible 30 per cent 
in one area to eight per cent 
in another, the minister 
said. 

Jordan introduced com- 
pulsory education in the 
early 1950s, Dr. Masri said, 
and that whereas previous- 
ly children were obligated 
to remain in school for a six 
year period, compulsory 
education was extended to 
nine years in 1964 and to 10 
years in 1988. 

Dr. Masri pointed out that 
the latest statistics showed 
that there is one teacher for 
every 20 students in public 
schools. 

The Ministry of Educa- 
tion made an announce- 
ment at the commencement 
of the current school year 
that 1.3 million students are 
enrolled in the country's 
4,000 schools. 


Visiting Islamist 
seeks to restore calm 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
leader of the Algerian Islam- 
ic Society Movement 
(AISMj Sheikh Mahfouz 
Nihnah Monday and Chair- 
man of the House Arab and 
International Affairs Com- 
mittee in Parliament Fawzi 
Toueimeh organised a meet- 
ing with parliamentary bloc 
heads and representatives of 
the Lower House. 

The group discussed issues 
of common concern to Jor- 
dan and Algeria. 

Sheikh Nihnah, who had 
earlier met government offi- 
cials and the speakers of the 
two houses of Parliament, 
said that his delegation’s 
visit afforded him the 
opportunity to study Jordan- 
ian democracy. 

He also commented upon 
dialogues among the various 
parties which he said he will 
describe to Algerian leaders 
at home. 

Sheikh Nihnah said his 
visit was directed toward 
shedding light on the Alger- 
ian crisis, and that his coun- 
try was going through a 
political transformation in 
which painful events have 
been taking place and 
impeding development. 


He described Algeria as 
both neighbouring Europe 
and at the heart of the 
Maghreb and as such 
attempting to protect its 
national identity and estab- 
lish democracy. 

Approximately 60,000 
people have lost their lives 
in the recent spate of vio- 
lence, Sheikh Nihnah said 
and cited the murder of 
seven Christian monks as 
evidence that Algeria faces 
group menaces intended to 
destabilise the country. 

Referring to his own 
movement he described the 
AISM as not a party to vio- 
lent acts, but a catalyst for 
restoring calm and ending 
the conflict. 

“War-mongers and those 
who fish in muddy waters 
for their own selfish ends are 
the perpetrators of these on 
going acts of violence which 
is also aimed at isolating the 
Eastern Arabs from the Arab 
Maghreb." Sheikh Nihnah 
declared. 

He urged Jordan’s parlia- 
ment to extend a helping 
hand to Algeria in its strug- 
gle lo establish political plu- 
ralism and democracy. 



, FILMS 

* “Yellow Bread** at the British Council at . 5:00 

p.m. ' : ■ 

^American film “Sole Hero” at Abdul Hameed 
Shoraan Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

. • .LECTURE . 

* “Introduction to Project: AgrictfKoVaJ Extea- 
si on and Promotion of Production” by Me Fhnar 
L ocher and Khaldonn Sbaihi at Goethe-Institut 
at6:30pju. 


as ‘Jordan ye?"’ 


PARIS (J.T.) — Preparations are under 
way to mark the Oct. 23 visit to the 
Kingdom by French President Jacques 
Chirac. 

These will include the organisation 
of a series of cultural and tourist 
exhibits in France highlighting Jor- 
dan’s historic import as well as its pre- 
sent achievements in culture, industry, 
tourism and arts, Jordanian Ambas- 
sador to France Fawaz Sharaf stated 
Monday. 

He added, in a statement, that the 
functions which reflect the two coun- 
tries’ strong ties are being organised by 
official institutions in both countries.' 

Sharif Sharaf said that the exhibits 
are also designated as part of Jordan- 
ian/French plans to nominate 1997 as 
the Jordan year in France. 

Paris is partaking of these activities 
and will host a contemporary' Jordan- 
ian art exhibition, said ihe ambassador 
who further stated that samples of tra- 
ditional crafts and artefacts excavated 
in Jordan 'will be other items on dis- 


play. 

This exhibit is scheduled to open in 
March of 1997 and Sharif Sharaf said 
that major French institutions will host 
varied exhibits linked to Jordan such 
as handicrafts, carpets, regional foods, 
paintings, and a small library display- 
ing books on Jordan as well as posters 
encouraging the French public to visit 
the Kingdom. 

The .Arab World Institute in Paris 
will also host an exhibit of Jordanian 
artefacts slated to last three days, said 
the ambassador who added that the 
exhibit will be organised in coopera- 
tion with the Department of Antiqui- 
ties. 

The artefacts were excavated in a 
series of digs held at Jera.sh as well as 
other archaeological sites in Jordan 
and will go on display in June of 1997. 
said the ambassador, who voiced .his 
appreciation of the French govern- 
ment’s cooperation in promoting Jqr r 
dan to the public. 


MINISTER OF EDUCATION RECEIVES FRENCH AMBASSADOR: Minister of 
Education Munther Masri Monday received the French .Ambassador to Jordan 
Bernard Bajolet and discussed cooperation in educational and cultural fields, 
particularly the teaching of French language in Jordan. Attending the meeting 
was Ministry of Education Secretary General Izzat Jaradat (Petra photo) 


Woman confesses to 
murder of best friend 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Mon- 
day detained a 35-year-old 
Mafraq woman in connec- 
tion with the death of a 
friend in Khalidieh, a vil- 
lage located between 
Zarqa and Mafraq, ■ 
according to Public Secu- 
rity Department (PSD) 
reports. 

The report said the 
woman, identified only as 
F.B., confessed to killing 
her 42-year-old former 
closest friend following an 
argument. The report gave 
no details as to the nature 
of the argument. 

Mafraq police were 
informed by neighbours 
that a 42-year-oid woman, 
who was nor identified in 
the report, was found mur- 
dered in her house. 

An autopsy performed 
on the victim indicated 
that she received several 


blows to the head which 
caused her death. 

“The suspect pushed the 
victim ro the wall against 
which she hit her head and 
then fell.” the report said. 

It added that the accused 
then brought a metal bar 
and allegedly struck the 
victim several times on the 
head. 

The repOFt said that the 
woman was transferred to 
the Prosecutor General for 
further investigations. 

Meanwhile, police in 
Ajloun are investigating 
the death of a 19-year-old 
woman who drowned in a 
well in the Asim area Sun- 
day, PSD reports said. 

According to the report, 
the victim’s mother 
informed authorities that 
she asked her daughter 
Zohour Hussein to filfup a 
bucket of water from the 
well, “but she went and did 
not return.” 

The report said when the 


mother went to check for 
her daughter she discov- 
ered her inside the well. 

Officials told the Jordan 
Times Monday that the 
opening of the well was 
half a metre and that it was 
four metres deep. 

The official would not 
elaborate on how the 
woman might have fallen 
into the well. 

In Jabal Jofeh. in 
Amman, a four-year-old 
child survived a 10-meire 
fail from the window of a 
building and was listed in 
critical condition, official 
reports said. 

The report gave no 
details to how the toddler. 
Iman Jamal, fell from the 
window. 

Police said they are 
launching inquiries into 
both incidents. 




4 World News 

N. Zealand government takes 
flexible stance on coalition 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 15, 1996 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
New Zealand’s caretaker 
government reassured 
investors Monday after an 
inconclusive general elec- 
tion and signalled it would 
be flexible in coalition talks 
with populist Maori Leader 
Winston Peters. 

■Finance Minister Bill 
Birch said a widening of the- 
central bank's target range 
for inflation may well be on 
the agenda for coalition 
talks, which could drag on 
for weeks or months. 

He said the Conservative 
National Party government, 
in power since 1990. want- 
ed to maintain the “broad 
mix" of policies which have 
produced the strongest eco- 
nomic growth in a genera- 


tion. 

“That's not to say there 
would not be some tweak- 
ing of those policies. We've 
never claimed that they're 
perfect and indeed during 
the campaign we argued 
ourselves that they needed 
to be built on as we look 
ahead.” Mr. Birch said in an 
interview to Reuters finan- 
cial television. 

National and its allies won 
53 seats, while the Labour 
Party and left-wing alliance 
gained 50. Peters’ New 
Zealand first party was left 
holding the balance of 
power with 17. 

Mr. Peters has refused to 
say if he will embrace 
National or Labour, which 
campaigned on promises to 


share the fruits of economic 
recovery with more funding 
for health and education. 

While Mr. Peters avoided 
the media, his deputy Tau 
Henare retracted a pre-elec- 
tion comment that he per- 
sonally could not work with 
National unless it dumped 
Prime Minister Jim Bolger, 
Mr. Birch and Health 
Minister Jenny Shipley. 

Mr. Henare said rhe re- 
mark had been a “bungle” 
and he would be ruled by 
the decision of the party de- 
puties, but added he would 
find it “very. very, very dif- 
ficult" to work with Natio- 
nal's leaders. 

Financial markets took the 
uncertainty in their stride, 
with the New Zealand dol- 
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New Zealand's Labour Party leader Helen Clark (left) welcomes newly elected mem- 
ber of parliament Dover Samufes Monday, to die first caucus meeting since the gen- 
eral election at the weekend. The Labour Party and left-wing Alliance gained 50 seats, 
with the Nationals and it’s allies winning 53. The New Zealand First party was left 
holding the balance of power with 17 seats (Reuter photo) 

Fighting between Philippine, 
-army, rebels leaves 10 dead 


COTAB ATO, Philippines 
(AFP; — Fighting between 
government troops and 
Muslim guerrillas has left 
10 people dead and 81 in- 
jured and jeopardized 
planned peace talks, offi- 
cials of both sides said 
Monday. 

The military hil several 
villages with artillery and 
mortar shells Saturday and 
Sunday in response to two 
dawn raids by the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF). triggering an evac- 
uation of 750 families, the 
army and the MILF said. 

It was the first major out- 
break of guerrilla activity in 
the southern Mindanao 
region since the govern- 
ment signed a peace settle- 
ment ending a 24-year sepa- 
ratist rebellion by the Moro 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) last month. The 
hardline MILF has ignored 
the peace deal. 

The clashes around a 
Japan-funded irrigation 
dam project in the town of 
Carmen left four guerrillas 
and six civilians dead along 
with 20 injured, army 
Lieutenant Noel Detoyato 
told reporters. 

Hospital officials said 81 
people, many of them civil- 
ians. were treated, mostly 
for minor injuries. 

The regional military 
command had dispatched 
an investigating team to 
determine why most casual- 
ties were civilians. Lt. 
Detoyato said. 


MILF spokesman Ghazali 
Jaafar denounced the mili- 
tary offensive, which he 
warned could have “de- 
railed the efforts of the gov- 
ernment and the MILF to 
start peace talks.” 

In an interview over 
Roman Catholic Churcti- 
run radio station DXMS 
here, Mr. Jaafar demanded 
that the government pull out 
a battalion of infantrymen 
securing the dam project 
site. 

He said the military fired 
at least 40 mortar rounds on 
six villages, and that five 
houses were destroyed. 

The army said the MILF 
started the fighting by send- 
ing two 200 -men guerrilla 
sorties which the military 
unit repulsed at dawn 
Saturday and Sunday. 

“We will not withdraw 
because we are mandated 
by the constitution to pro- 
tect a government project,” ■ 
Lieutenant Detoyato added. 

After Manila signed a 
peace settlement with the 
MNLF in September, Pre- 
sident Fidel Ramos formed 
a government panel to hold 
peace talks with the MILF, 
which split from the MNLF 
in 1977 and has about 
10.000 fighters. 

However, contacts have 
not gone beyond the prelim- 
inary stage. 

The head of the Manila 
panel for the proposed 
negotiations, retired Gene- 
ral Forrunato Abat. told the 
radio that he has yet to 


receive a military report on 
the fighting, which the army 
said affected several vil- 
lages near the towns of 
Carmen, Pagalungan and 
Pikit 

He appealed for calm, 
“especially as the govern- 
ment and the MILF are 
preparing for formal peace 
talks.” 

Nur Misuari, the MNLF 
leader who has since been 
elected governor of a four- 
province autonomous re- 
gion of Muslim Mindanao, 
has offered his services as 
an intermediary in negotia- 
tions with his former com- 
rades. 

The MILF. one of two 
remaining Musfim rebel 
groups in Mindanao, has 
been harassing the 3.5 bil- 
lion-peso ($133.3 million) 
project since construction 
began in 1991, alleging the 
the government did not ade- 
quately compensate Muslim 
families who owned the 
land. 

Work on the dam project, 
funded by the Overseas 
Economic Cooperation 
Fund of Japan, was halted 
in late 1994. At one point 
the MILF held seven South 
Korean engineers hostage 
for seven days, forcing the 
civilian contractor to pull 
out. 

Ramos has deployed an 
army engineering battalion 
to finish the work by the 
end of 1996. 


. Portugal socialists win 
Azores, lose Madeira vote 


LISBON (R) — Portugal’s ruling Socialists 
broke a 20 -year losing streak in regional elec- 
tions in the Azores islands Sunday, but they 
may not have won enough seats to form a 
local government the official Count showed. 

In Madeira, the other semi -autonomous 
island group that also went to the polls 
Sunday, die Conservative Social Democrats 
maintained their grip on power. 

The Socialist Party won 45.8 per cent of the 
vote in the Azores against 41 per cent for the 
Social Democrats who have governed the 
mid-Atlantic islands since the first elections 
to follow the restoration of democracy in 
Portugal in 1974. 

But due to the distribution of seats, the 


Socialists will have 24 representatives in the 
islands’ 52-seat parliament, the same number 
as the Social Democrats. 

The balance of power will be held by the 
small, right-wing Popular Party which won 
three seats, according to the official count 
which must still be confirmed by the country's 
Electoral Commission. The remaining seat 
went to a Communist-led alliance. 

The Social Democrats, ousted from national 
government in Lisbon by the Socialists of 
Prime Minister Antonio Guterres in elections 
in Oct. 1995, boosted their percentage of the 
vote in Madeira, a sub-tropical archipelago 
off North Africa. 


lar, shares and bonds all 
finning. Traders said there 
was relief at the poor show- 
ing of the alliance, which 
favours higher tariffs and a 
big increase in taxes and 
spending. 

National's Bolger and 
Labour Leader Helen Clark 
have both said they aim to 
stitch Together a coalition, 
and peters said Sunday he 
expected a “bidding war” 
over policy. 

Mr. Peters favours limit- 
ing foreign stakes in “strate- 
gic” New Zealand assets to 
25 per cent and wants to 
reverse the recent NZS2 bil- 
lion (USS 1 .4 billion ) sale of 
state-owned Forestry Cor- 
poration. something neither 
National nor Labour could 
accept 

But markets drew some 
encouragement from his 
election-night comments on 
the need to maintain stabili- 
ty, run budget surpluses and 
repay foreign debt 
New Zealand First and 
Labour both favour a wi- 
dening of the central bank's 
zero to two per cent infla- 
tion target although their 
prescriptions differ. 

Mr. Birch’s comments 
were the first sign the gov- 
ernment may at least dis- 
cuss changes to the mandate 
of the reserve bank, which 
has narrowly failed to keep 
inflation in the target band 
this year but still commands 
huge respect in financial 
markets. 

Asked about the possibili- 
ty of prolonged political 
stalemate, Mr. Birch said: “I 
can understand the market's 
apprehension about that, but 
I think the election result 
indicated strong support for 
the direction in which the 
economy is going." 

.Burmese 
junta 
warns of 
tougher 
measures 

RANGOON (AFP) — 
Burma’s military leaders 
have warned of new securi- 
ty measures against what 
they call lackeys of foreign 
powers who are responsi- , 
ble for rising crime, the 
official media reported 
Monday. 

Although Burma's mili- 
tary rulers did not identify 
any specific person, ana- 
lysts said the reports re- 
ferred to the political oppo- 
sition of Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who is routinely de- 
nounced as a “destruction- 
ist” and criminal acting in 
the interest of foreign pow- 
ers. 

“There have been moves 
to deliberately disrupt the 
security of the people.” 
Lieutenant General Tin Oo. 
army chief of staff, was 
quoted as saying in the 
official media. 

Mr. Tin Oo, who is a 
member of the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), said 
there had been a sharp 
increase in crime in recent 
months, due to the efforts 
of traitors in the pay of for- 
eign governments. 

He added that a special 
committee would from 
Tuesday launch “serious 
security measures ” 

Mr. Tin Oo's announce- 
ment came after the mili- 
tary authorities reinstalled 
barricades Saturday at the 
approaches to Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s home to stop her 
from holding a party con- 
gress and addressing her 
supporters. 

An earlier blockade went 
hand in hand with the 
arrests of 537 supporters of 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD). accor- 
ding to' official sources, 
although NLD officials 
said the number was closer 
to 800 people. 

The armed blockade 
remained in place Monday, 
although there was no com- 
ment on the barricade in 
the official press. 



Ursula Stenzel, top candidate of the conservative People's Party (OEVP) in a 
European parliament election looks at party leader Foreign Minister Wolfgang 
Schuessel (right) at the party's headquarters Sunday. The OEVP was expected to be 
pleased with a result putting it slightly ahead of its Social Democratic coalition part- 
ner who slumped into an historic Tow (Reuter photo) 

Austrians flock to far-right 
fold in Europarliament polls 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
voters, stung by sharp bud- 
get cuts designed to prepare 
the country for Europe’s 
single currency. Hocked to 
the fold of the far right 
Sunday and dealt a crushing 
blow to the ruling Social 
Democrats. 

Computer projections 
after the country's first 
European parliament elec- 
tions showed the Freedom 
Party scoring a record high 
and consolidating its posi- 
tion as the European 
Union's most successful 
Nationalist Party. The party 
campaigned strongly 
against greater European 
integration. 

Chancellor Franz Vranitz- 
ky's social democrats suf- 
fered their worst result in a 
nationwide poll since Aus- 
tria first embraced democ- 
racy in 1918. 

“This great result is "an 
historic step for us.” tri- 
umphant far-right leader 
Joetg Haider said in a first 
reaction to his party’s 28 per 
cent showing. 

The Freedom Party scored 
6.3 points higher than last 
December’s general elec- 
tion and became the most 
popular party for the first 
time in three of the coun- 
try’s nine provinces. 

Mr. Haider predicted a 
new pact between Conser- 
vative parties in the Euro- 
pean parliament by the end 
of the year to fight against 
the Maastricht Treaty on 
closer EU integration. 


He vowed his party would 
be headed for victory in the 
country's next general elec- 
tion in 1999 unless Vranitz- 
ky stepped down. “If the 
government doesn't change 
its policies, it will meet its 
Waterloo at the next elec- 
tion." he said. 

But a defiant Vranitzky 
dismissed suggestions his 
coalition with the Conser- 
vative People's Party 
should change course, bla- 
ming low turnout for his 
party's 29.3 per cent score. 

“This is a clear defeat." he 
told Austrian television. 
“But I do not see this result 
as a call by the electorate to 
change the composition of 
the government.” 

Austrian television said 
voter turnout was 6 S per 
cent, far below the usual 
participation in national 
polls. 

While acknowledging that 
voters had sent a protest 
over the introduction in 
Marcb-'of a two-year auster- 
ity budget. Vranitzky said 
Austria had no choice but to 
remain inside the EU. 

“I will not change the 
policies I believe are cor- 
rect." he said. “Joining the 
EU was the right decision.” 
Austria joined the Euro- 
pean bloc 22 months ago 
following a referendum in 
which two-thirds of voters 
backed membership. But 
Austrians have turned their 
wrath on the EU, blaming 
membership for a series of 
economic Uls. welfare cuts 


and tax hikes. 

Anger has risen over 
Austria's annual net contri- 
butions to the EU of 15 bil- 
lion schillings (SI. 4 bil- 
lion). mounting job losses 
and rising insolvencies 
amid a general economic 
slump. 

With 80 per cent of the 
vote counted, projections 
had - the People's Party 
(OEVP). Vranitzky ’s junior 
coalition partner, inching 
ahead of the social democ- 
rats with 29.5 per cent. 

OEVP leader and foreign 
minister Wolfgang Schues- 
sel hailed his party's result 
as its best showing in more 
than 30 years. 

Social democrat backing 

f ilummeted S.5 points from 
ast December's score of 38 
per cent. 

The party' lost one seat to 
take a total of seven of the 
21 seats allocated to Austria 
in Strasbourg’s European 
parliament. 

The Conservatives gained 
one to hold seven as well. 
The far right gained one to 
hold six sears, while (he 
leftist greens held on to 
their one seat, projections 
showed. 

The beleaguered social 
democrats also lost their 
hold on Vienna City Hall 
for the first time since the 
end of World War II in a 
separate eleciion for the 
country's most powerful 
regional assembly and will 
be forced to enter coalition 
talks. 


Christopher urges both sides 
to secure peace in Angola 


LUANDA (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said here 
Monday it is imperative 
that both sides in the 
bloody Angolan conflict 
work quickly to fulfill their 
obligations under the 
Lusaka peace accord 

“It is imperative that both 
sides move rapidly to meet 
their obligations.” Mr. 
Christopher said after land- 
ing in this southwest 
.African nation. 

“I call on President (Jose 
Eduardo) Dos Samos and 
Dr. (Jonas) Savimbi to ful- 
fil! their commitment to 
meet in Luanda as soon as 
possible," the top U.S. 
diplomat said. 

“The International 
Community expects full 
compliance with the peace 
accord and will not tolerate 
any resumption of con- 
flict.” Mr. Christopher 
added. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affairs 
George Moose was to meet 
Monday with Dr. Savimbi. 
head of the National Union 
for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA), to 
press him to implement the 
accord with the govern- 
ment. 

“We are obviously con- 
cerned about delays in the 
peace process," Mr. Moose 
said "That is a concern I 
will be registering in my 
direct conversation with 
Dr. Savimbi,” he added. 

After meeting with Mr. 
Christopher, Mr. Dos 
Santos told him. “vour 


presence will be an encour- 
agement to speed national 
reconciliation." 

“In spite of all the delays 
we continue to be commit- 
ted to implementation of 
the Lusaka agree menu” he 
added 

The president said he 
hoped "that once peace is 
established, economic rela- 
tions will develop" 
between the United States 
and Angola. 

Mr. Christopher said Mr. 
Dos Santos “took major 
steps to bring peace." he 
added that “now, as we 
reach the end of this 
process, we need to accel- 
erate." 

Mr. Moose was to travel 
to the UNITA stronghold in 
central Angola. 

Dr. Savimbi has refused 
to come to Luanda to meet 
Mr. Christopher, citing 
security reasons. Mr. 
Moose also expects to meet 
with UNITA generals who 
have been transferred to 
Luanda as part of a pro- 
gram to integrate them 
with the new Angolan 
National Army. 

President Dos Santos 
said the UNITA generals 
who had come to Luanda 
were not the top rank and 
he stressed “the need to 
take some- more positive 
steps.” 

The U.S. government is 
growing increasingly irri- 
tated with the attitude of 
Dr. Savimbi but does not 
wish to cut ties with him. a 
senior U.S. official said 
Sunday on the eve of Mr. 


Christopher's visit. 

The state department 
official said Dr. Savimbi 
has not respected ail his 
commitments as part of rhe 
peace process in Angola, 
while “the government is 
upholding its end of the 
bargain for the most part." 

UNITA enjoyed the 
backing of Washington 
during the civil war there. 
UNITA is blamed for 
delays in implementing the 
1994 Lusaka peace 
accords, providing for a 
joint military and National 
Unity government, which 
put an end to two decades 
of civil war in Angola. 

On Friday, the U.N. 
Security Council threat- 
ened to impose trade and 
travel sanctions against 
UNITA from next month in 
a bid to step up pressure on 
the former rebels to com- 
ply with the accords. 

In a resolution adopted 
unanimously, the 15-mem- 
ber council said it was 
ready to consider imposing 
trade sanctions and travel 
restrictions against unita 
unless the U.N. chief of 
mission reported by Nov. 
20 that it was complying. 

Mr. Christopher's three- 
hour stop in Luanda came 
on his way back to 
Washington after a week- 
long tour of five African 
nations. His visit marked 
the first by a U.S. secretary . 
of state to Angola. 


Britain considers 
bugging prison , 
ceils 

LONDON (R) — British 
Horae Secretary (Interior 
Minister) Michael Howard 
has secretly approved a 
plan to bug prison cells to 
help solve major crimes, 3 
newspaper said Monday. 
“The aim is to catch some 
of the country's most dan- 
gerous criminals boasting 
about their exploits — o r 
setting up new crimes,” the 
Daily Mail, a popular tab- 
loid, said. The Horae Of- 
fice (Interior Ministry) re- 
fused to confirm the report 
“It is not something we 
would discuss." a spokes- 
man told Reuters 1 . The 
newspaper said details of 
the bugging plan, which 
would target murderers, 
sex offenders and armed 
robbers, were understood 
to have emerged in 
ments disclosed to.-t^e 
lawyer defending a.' man 
facing further prcK*edkgf/ 
after being taped. It is part ' 
of the ruling Conserve* 
fixes’ plan to get tough oh 
crime, an issue which is 
sure to emerge in the cam- 
paign leading up 16 the next 
general election in seven 
months. The ruling Conser- 
vative are trailing the oppo- 
sition Labour Party by 20 
points in opinion polls. The 
Daily Mail added that some 
prison guards are so con- 
cerned about the alleged 
plan, which is aimed at 
providing new leads on 
criminal cases, that they 
have written to the Prison 
Officer's Association. 
“This has been kept very 
secret, but we ■ are con- 
cerned about the legal posi- 
tion and the relationship 
between prisoners and 
prison officers which we * 
have worked hard to' 
build." the newspaper quo- 
ted a letter from prison 
guards as saying. Civil lib- 
erty groups described bug- 
ging as an invasion of pri- 
vacy. They also questioned 
whether such information 
would be admissible in 
court 

; Russian guards 
got wrong volcano 
in report 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
border guards probably 
made a mistake when they 
said a volcano in the 
Russian Far East had erupt- 
ed for the first time in more 
than 70 years. ITAR-TASS 
news agency said Monday.^ 
TASS said a weekend re- 
port from the Border Guard 
Service about an eruption 
of the supposedly dormant 
Kranotsky peak on the 
remote Kamchatka penin- 
sula had not been con- 
firmed. Experts believed 
another volcano. Kaiym- 
sky, had simply become 
more active. Stanislav Ba- 
lesta, head of the Kamchat- 
ka centre monitoring vol- 
canic and seismic activity, 
told TASS Karymsky was 
spewing out molten lava 
and sending a column of 
smoke five kilometres into 
the air. There were no 
reports of injuries or dam- 
age. Karymsky started 
erupting in January this 
year, blasting hot ash about 
seven kilometres into the 
air. 
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Nurse dies of j. 

'natural’ causes , jl-V '. 

SINGAPORE (AFP) t: : 

Chinese nurse working in v ^ 
Singapore died over the 
weekend after suffering - ; - 
from a fit while having sex *;• 
with her boyfriend, police 
said Monday. Lu Fang, 29, : ] ’ :- 

died in a hospital where she \ : 
was rushed Saturday nigh 1 
after being seized by a fit 
while making love with her 
Singaporean boyfriend at 
his suburban flat. “She’s 
got a history of fits,” 
cording to a police spokes- ■' . 
man. Assistant Superinten- 
dent Douglas Yeo. “She 
had a fit while having inter- 
course." Mr, Yeo said 
police were still awaiting 
the coroner's report* 
adding that if the death j ■ , 
resulted from natural caufr j. ' • . 
es. there would be no need L 
for an autopsy. The Struts j - 
Times said Lu starred:^^. - . v 
convulse while the cou^ - .y . - 
was making love and 
pronounced dead tw^ . ; 
hours later at Cbangi Hps* 
pital. Lu was employed.® 
a staff nurse at another bo* - - ’ 
pital. it said. V * 
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Republican presidential candidate Rob Dole waves back at supporters as he is introduced at a rally in front of the 
Somerset County Courthouse in Somerville. New Jersey. Sunday. Sen. Dole is on a one day bus trip through New 
Jersey, making up appearances that were rained out a week ago I Reuter photo) 

Dole hints at tougher line against Clinton 
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Russian guard! 
got wrong volca 
in report 


HAMILTON, NJ. (R) — Republican Bob Dole Sunday 
attacked President Bill Clinton on crime-fighting, gun con- 
trol and the economy, and said if American's wanted to cast 
their ballot “with pride,” they should choose him on elec- 
tion day- 

Campaigning in New Jersey, where a previous bus tour 
last week was drowned out by a tropical storm. Sen. Dole 
to generally sparce crowds pressed the same themes of trust 
L .:v ■ and honesty he has since the presidential debate one week 
‘ . ago. 

■ Again avoiding a direct assault on Mr. Clinton's ethics or 
'■■'r character, he teased the audiences at his rallies about 
whether he should get tougher on Mr. Clinton, as some of 
^ his advisers have urged, asking: “Should I get tougher on 
- • Mr. Clinton? You won’t get mad at me if I get'a little 

. :j-; tougher?” 

Sen. Dole has portrayed himself as a plain-speaking, reli- 
. able man of his word, and tried to depict Mr. Clinton as a 
glib promise breaker who exaggerates his achievements 
. : and distorts Sen. Dole’s programmes to frighten the elderly 

. .... and veterans. 

■ - . 7 . “Ronald Reagan used to say every day is 4th of July,” he 
_ . said. “Bill Clinton thinks eveiy day is Halloween." 

“1 want you to be proud of the vote you cast,” Sen. Dole 
said. “I want you to cake a look at Bob Dole. Take a look at 
BiUC4iflten. Andtake a look at whether we keep our word.” 
“Cast your vote with pride.” he said. 

Sen. Dote accused Mr. Clinton of taking credit for a drop 
in crime, when the credit properly belongs to local officials, 
and of exaggerating the impact of a law chat would put 
100,000 police on the streets. 

“You won’t live long enough to see 100,000 police... It 
ain’t gonna happen," Sen. Dole said. 

Sen. Dole, who opposes the Brady Bill gun control mea- 
sure that Mr. Clinton signed into law in 1993, also attacked 
Mr. Clinton on gun control, saying: “He wouldn't cake 
effective measures to keep guns our of the hands of crimi- 
nals.” ~~ 

■' Although Sen. Dole attacked Mr. Clinton’s policies across 
the board, he dwelt especially on his own pledge to cut 
taxes, the same promise that brought Gov. Christie Todd 
Whitman to power here in an upset victory three years ago. 

“My biggest fear is that if he gets reeleected to another 
four years, you better hold on to your wallets and every- 
thing that isn’t nailed down, because he's coming at you." 
said Sen. Dole, whose central campaign message is a 
promised 15 per cent across the board tax cut. 

“Keep in mind the typical American family spends more 
on taxes than they they do on food, clothing and shelter 
combined — about 40 per cent” he added. 

Sen. Dole acknowledged that he is the underdog, but 
insisted that be could still turn the race around, although the 
size of the crowds, and the number of “thumbs down" sig- 
nals he encountered along the New Jersey roads indicated 
be has an uphill fight. 

In Newark, the state's largest city. Sen. Dole told a large- 
ly Italian -American crowd at .a Columbus Day Parade that 
“it's not over til it’s over.” quoting baseball legend Yogi 
Berra, a long-time New Jersey resident. 

A state of swing voters. New Jersey has 15 electoral 


- r: 


votes, a popular Republican governor, and a history of vot- 
ing for Republicans for president — although it backed Mr. 
Clinton in 1992. 

Some of Sen. Dole's aides and allies, including House of 
Representatives Speaker Newt Gingrich, have ratchered up 
their attacks on Mr. Clinton, using language far harsher than 
Sen. Dole himself has chosen. 

Sen. Dole himself has walked a fine line between raising 
questions about Mr. Clinton's reliability and trustworthi- 
ness while not getting into Mr. Clinton's private life or 
dwelling too much on the Whitewater scandal. 

Meanwhile, Republican vice presidential candidate Jack 
Kemp Sunday accused the Clinton White House of abuse of 
power. and. in return, Vice-President A1 Gore accused Mr. 
Kemp of taking the low road in the election campaign. 

The question of ethics wove through a series of TV 
appearances by political figures as President Clinton cam- 
paigned in Denver. 

Mr. Gingrich predicted that congressional and criminal 
investigations would be launched into an Indonesian busi- 
nessman’s $425,000 contribution to the Democratic Party. 

Mr. Gingrich also linked reports of alleged drug use by 
some members of the White House staff to what he said 
were administration cutbacks in the anti-drug war. 

Mr. Gingrich’s comments on CBS's Face The Nation, pro- 
gramme drew a sharp reton from Clinton campaign 
spokesman Joe Lockhart who said in Denver “I think 
Speaker Gingrich ought to look deep inside before he talks 
about ethical issues.” 

Appearing on ABC’s This Week With David Brinkley 
programme, Mr. Kemp said, “It is clear that Travelgate and 
Filegate, the abuse of power, the arrogance of power, the 
possibility of a pardon (for Mr. Clinton's Whitewater part- 
ners) are not the type of things that we would want or 
expect from the oval office of the president of the United 
States.” 

Travelgate is shorthand for the firing of the staff of the 
White House Travel Office and Filegate referred to the 
improper acquisition of hundreds of FBI files on 
Republicans by the personnel security office in Mr. 
Clinton’s White House. 

Mr. Gore, questioned about Mr. Kemp's charges on 
NBC’s Meet The Press, said Mr. Kemp had yielded to the 
urgings of the Dole campaign to “take this kind of low road 
attack.” 

“They pledged they would not do that,” he said. “And 
they just flip-flopped on that.” 

Mr. Gore also challenged Sen. Dole to submit his pro- 
posed budget plan featuring a 15 per cent tax cut to the 
Congressional Budget Office tCBO) for its analysis before 
the election. 

Dole campaign spokesman Nelson Warfield said the Dole 
budget would be sent to the CBO “when the time comes to 
submit a budget" next January. 

Mr. Gingrich quoted an account by a former White 
House-assigned FBI agent on alleged drug use, adding: “It 
helps you understand why, as soon as they got sworn into 
office, they cut the office of the drug czar by 82 percent and 
why they cut drug interdiction by 50 per cent." 


China dissident Wang flees through Hong Kong 
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HONG KONG <R) — Hong 
Kong, wary about upsetting 
its future Beijing masters 
jvhen dissenters use it as an 
Jccape route, kept silent on 
raonday about Chinese dis- 
sident Wang Xizhe follow- 
ing reports he had fled to 
the British colony. 

Human rights activists in 
Hong Kong said Mr. Wang, 
46, fled here from his home 
in China's neighbouring 
Guangdong Province over 
the weekend, just days after 
the Communist authorities 
in Beijing bundled a col- 
league into a labour camp. 

He was expected to leave 
Hong Kong soon, they said, 
possibly by Monday night, 
and probably for the United 
States. 

The U.S. consulate dec- 
lined to confirm or deny 
that Mr. Wang had asked for 
asylum. “We don't com- 
ment on asylum cases.” 
consulate spokesman Pat- 
rick Corcoran said. 

Mr. Wang would be the 
second Chinese dissident 
known to have fled to the 
United States via Hong 
Kong this year. Liu Gang 
fled last May after months 
of police harassment fol- 
lowing a six-year prison 


stint for helping to lead the 
1989 student protest move- 
ment. 

“According to our infor- 
mation Mr. Wang is safe at 
the moment,” Robin Munro, 
director of human rights 
Watch Asia told Reuters. 

•'I think it’s likely he'll 
probably be going on some- 
where else fairly soon,” Mr. 
Munro said. 

Mr. Munro said he was 
unable to say where Mr. 
Wang was heading, but 
other human rights sources 
in Hong Kong said he was 
seeking refuge in the United 
States. 

Washington has been gen- 
erous in granting asylum to 
Beijing's political critics 
since a military crackdown 
against the student-led de- 
mocracy movement in Tia- 
nanmen Square in June 
1989. 

Scores, perhaps hundreds, 
of Chinese dissenters have 
fled to the West since then 
through Hong Kong, local 
activists say. 

“I assume he was about to 
be arrested by the Chinese 
authorities. 1 can't think 
what else would have 
prompted such a rapid de- 
parture/' Mr. Munro said. 


attributing Mr. Wang's 
move to the three-year sen- 
tence passed on dissident 
Liu Xiaobo last week. 

Mr. Wang and Mr. Liu 
sparked reprisals against 
remaining dissidents last 
month when they wrote a 
letter demanding the im- 
peachment of President 
Jiang Zemin for -violating 
the constitution by placing 
the army under Communist 
Party, rather than state, con- 
trol. 

Human rights sources said 
it was unlikely Mr. Wang 
would speak publicly in 
Hong Kong but thai he 
would explain himself when 
he reached his destination. 

As Hong Kong prepares 
to revert to Chinese sover- 
eignty next July I, issues of 
human rights, and especial- 
ly help for mainland dissi- 
dents, have become- acutely 
sensitive. 

“The Hong Kong govern- 
ment asks such people to 
keep quiet while they are 
here as the price for facili- 
tating their smooth exit 
from the territory,” one hu- 
man rights source said. 
“And the Americans go 
along with that quiet, too,” 
he said. 


Mr. Munro sow the latest 
developments in China as a 
blow. 

“It’s extremely discourag- 
ing and quite deplorable the 
way the (Chinese) govern- 
ment has intensified its 
crackdown on the few re- 
maining dissidents in China 
in recent weeks," said Mr. 
Munro. 

He said the dissident 
movement in China had ef- 
fectively been crushed, with 
all prominent dissidents 
either in jail or forced into 
exile. 

“The saddest thing about 
it is that Mr. Wang appears 
to have concluded there’s 
no way he could continue to 
struggle for change from 
within the country,” Mr. 
Munro said. 

Mr. Wang's activism dates 
from 1974 when he co- 
authored an attack in 
Guangdong on the radical 
1966-76 cultural revolution. 

He took part in the 1979 
democracy wall movement 
in Beijing and produced his 
own dissident newsletters. 
He was twice imprisoned 
and spent some 17 years in 
jail and labour camps- 

He was released on parole 
in 1993. 


Parties scuffle as Japan 
election hits final round 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s two 
biggest political parties got 
Into a scuffle over a news- 
paper advertisement Mon- 
day as the nation’s general 
election campaign entered 
the final rounds. 

The main opposition 
Shinshimo (New Frontier 
Party) made a formal com- 
plaint to prosecutors over 
what it called “illegal word- 
ing” in the ad by the biggest 
party in the ruling coalition, 
the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). 

The ad. which has tun in 
several national newspapers 
ahead of next Sunday’s 
polls, taunted Shinshimo 
over its election promise to 
keep the soles tax at the cur- 
rent three per cent. 

“Which is the real Shin- 
shinto?” asked the ad, say- 


ing party leader Ichiro Oza- 
wa had proposed a rise in 
the tax to 10 per cent while 
senior Shinshimo member 
Morihiro Hosokawa had 
mentioned seven per cent 
and another, Tsutomu Hata, 
15 percent. 

“The LDP advertisement 
distorts the facts and leads 
citizens to misunderstand 
our party’s platform.” Shin- 
shinto .Secretary-General 
Takeo Nishioka said in a 
statement 

“It violates the fairness 
clause in the public office 
election law,” Mr. Nishioka 
said. 

Legal complaints do not 
automatically mean an 
investigation and it is up to 
state prosecutors to take up 
such motions. But the move 
is a formal, legal step. 


In the complaint Shin- 
shimo also accused the LDP 
of distributing an "illegal” 
pamphlet and asked the 
LDP to publicly explain 
why it was trying to raise 
the sales tax to five per cent 
from three per cent. 

“Our parry's political ac- 
tivities have been recog- 
nised as lawful and we have 
confirmed this," LDP Sec- 
retary-General Koichi Kato 
said in a statement after 
receiving notice of the ap- 
position complaint. 

"Our party will take firm 
legal action against this 
complaint and we are now 
consulting our attorneys." 
Mr. Kato added. 

Ex-premiers Hosokawa 
and Hata are senior mem- 
bers of Shinshimo. Ozawa 
has mentioned a 10 per cent 


sales tax as a possibility, but 
it is not part of a formal 
election platform. 

While in office in 1994. 
Hosokawa had proposed 
replacing the three per cent 
sales tax with a seven per 
cent “welfare tax” bur with- 
drew his proposal after 
severe criticism. 

Mr. Hata never mentioned 
a 15 percent sales tax while 
in office but has written that 
a huge income tax cut could 
be replaced by a big sales 
tax. 

Neither Mr. Hata nor Mr. 
Hosokawa were Shinshimo 
members when they aired 
their views and neither has 
opposed the party's current 
policy of keeping the sales 
tax at three per cent. 


Nearly 
20,000 
Burundi 
Hutus flee 
Zaire camp 

BUJUMBURA (R> — 
Nearly 20,000 Hutu refu- 
gees from Burundi fled 
their camp in eastern Zaire 
Sunday after it was at- 
tacked by armed men, aid 
officials said. 

The assailants were be- 
lieved to be Banyamulen- 
ge, ethnic Tutsis recently 
ordered out of Zaire by 
provincial authorities, 
some of the sources said. 

“Four refugees were 
killed and six wounded in 
tbe attack on Runingo 
Camp ” a-U.N. source in 
touch with Zaire from 
neighbouring Burundi told 
Reuters. 

“About 20.000 refugees, 
almost the whole camp, is 
moving from Runingo to 
camps further northwards," 
an aid worker said. 

Runingo is about 12 km 
from the town of Uvira, 
and the attack occurred at 
about 2 am. (midnight 
GMT) Sunday. 

The attack on Runingo 
Camp, the first of its kind, 
marked a further deteriora- 
tion in the already critical 
security situation in Zaire’s 
South and North Kivu 
provinces. 

Conflict between Zaire's 
army and, Banyamulenge, 
who have been denied 
Zairean citizenship, has 
been growing for months. 

The Banyamulenge are 
ethnic Tutsis who arrived 
in eastern Zaire up to 200 
years ago from what are 
now Rwanda and Burundi. 

Denouncing virtual war 
in eastern Zaire, South 
Kivu Deputy Governor 
Lwasi Ngabo Lwabanji 
last week gave the Banya- 
mulenge a week to leave or 
be treated as rebels and 
face all-out war with 
Zairean soldiers. 

Zairean troops, apparent- 
ly incensed by casualties 
fighting the guerrillas, 
went on a looting spree last 
week, in Uvira, the lakeside 
town on the other side of 
the border from Burundi's 
capital, Bujumbura. 

Humanitarian sources in 
Kinshasa, Zaire's capital 
nearly 2,000 km west of 
Uvira. said the attackers 
numbered at least 100 and 
used mortars as well as 
small arms before fleeing 
by foot towards the high 
plateau above Uvira where 
the Banyamulenge are 
holding out, the sources 
said 

Paul Stromberg, regional 
spokesman for the U.N. 
refugee agency UNHCR, 
confirmed the attack but 
said becausejof poor secu- 
rity in the area the six 
remaining UNHCR staff in 
Uvira had not visited 
Runingo and were unable 
to confirm the exodus. 

Runingo is one of the 12 
refugee camps in South 
Kivu province, home to 
about 230,000 Hutu 
refugees, two-thirds from 
Burundi and one-third 
from Rwanda. 


Politicians to meet Northern 
Ireland loyalists on truce 


BELFAST \R) — Intensive 
efforts were under way 
Monday to bolster a shaky 
Protestant guerrilla truce 
and ease tension threatening 
peace moves in British- 
ruled Northern Ireland 

Pro-British “loyalist” 
groups, angered by an IRA 
bomb attack that shattered 
peace hopes last week, are 
still observing a two year 
ceasefire but have refused 
to say if it will last. 

Loyalist politician Gary 
McMichael, who wants the 
truce to stay, intact, said it 
was a case of “so far. so 
good” after a tense weekend 
had passed without Loyalist 
retaliation but he warned 
against over-confidence. 

“I don’t think we should 
get too optimistic. I think 
we are still at a. very deli- 
cate stage," Mr. McMichael 
told BBC radiqt . a 

A delegation from his 
Ulster Democratic Party 
(UDP) was due to have a 
prison meeting Monday 
with convicted guerrillas of 
the banned Ulster Defence 
Association (UDA) and 


Ulster Freedom Fighters 
(UFF) to discuss the truce 
question. 

An Irish Republican 
Army bomb at British army 
headquarters south of Bel- 
fast on Oct. 7 killed a sol- 
dier and fuelled fears that 
Loyalists might hit back at 
members of the region’s 
Irish Catholic minority or 
plant bombs in the Irish 
capital, Dublin. 

UDA and UFF prisoners 
have said they are no longer 
backing the province’s 
peace talks process. Their 
verdict on the future of the 
trace could be crucial. 

Mo Mowlam, the opposi- 
tion Labour Party's spokes- 
woman on Northern Ire- 
land, will also have a meet- 
ing later with loyalist pris- 
oners in the high security 
maze prison. 

“She might be able to 
indicate enough to the pris- 
oners that they feel able 
again to back the peace 
process,” UDP spokesman 
David Adams told the BBC. 

The Irish Independent 
newspaper, published in 


Dublin, reported Monday 
that the extremists’ Umbrel- 
la Group, the combined lo- 
yalist military command, 
had agreed to maintain its 
truce but that further IRA 
attacks could lead to re- 
prisals. 

The paper quoted what it 
described as a leading loya- 
list hardliner as saying that 
another IRA attack would 
be “one too many.” 

Parties to the multilateral 
peace talks were due later 
Monday to have fresh dis- 
cussions aimed at keeping a 
four-month talks process on 
track. 

Loyalist prisoners say 
they want evidence that the 
multi-party talks, bogged 
down in wrangling since 
June, can make progress on 
a peaceful, political settle- 
ment. 

Mr. McMichael said the 
talks “are the only ray of 
hope that people have.” 

Sinn Fein, the IRA’s polit- 
ical arm, is excluded from 
the talks because the repub- 
lican guerrillas refuse to 
end hostilities. 


Hard right and left ahead 
in French by-election 


GARDANNE, France (R) 
— Communist and extreme 
rightist candidates humiliat- 
ed mainstream parties by 
topping the polls Sunday in 
the first round of a by-elec- 
tion to replace bankrupt ty- 
coon Bernard Tapie in 
France’s parliament. 

The by-election in this 
depressed working-class 
town near Marseille in 
southern France was widely 
regarded as a test of the 
weakness of the mainstream 
left and right 18 months 
before the 1998 general 
election. 

Officials said Gardanne’s 
Communist Mayor Roger 
Mei won 37 per cent of the 
vote ahead of Damien 
Barriier of Jean-Ma Le 
Pen’s anti-immigrant 
National Front Parry who 
got 26 per cent of votes 
among the constituency's 
100,000 voters. 

The two, who will face 
each other in the run-off 
next Sunday, saw their 
scores shoot up from the 
1993 general election with 
Mr. Mei gaining 18 per cent 
and Mr. Barriier gaining 7 
percent. 

Both Communists and ex- 
treme rightists feed on fears 
of unemployment — the 


coal mine that is Gar- 
danne’s biggest employer 
with 4,000 jobs is due to 
close in 2005 — and immi- 
gration, especially after 
recent incidents of racial 
violence in neighbouring 
Marseille. 

The Communist-National 
Front run-off is a major 
embarrassment for France's 
mainstream politicians, 
suggesting that they have 
□o answer to voters' main 
concerns. 

Herve Fabre-Aubrespy, 
candidate of the ruling cen- 
tre-right majority got 15 per 
cent of the vote and the 
gaullist rally for the Repub- 
lic Party, which backed him 
together with the Union for 
French Democracy, said it 
would make no recommen- 
dations to its followers for 
next Sunday's vote. 

Fabre-Aubrespy lost 12 
percentage points compared 
to 1993. 

Bernard Kouchner, a na- 
tional political celebrity, 
former health and humani- 
tarian action minister who 
was “parachuted” into [he 
race as radical-Socialist 
candidate with the backing 
of the mainstream opposi- 
tion Socialist Party got 13 
per cent, officials said. 


Mr. Kouchner, known 
internationally as a founder 
of the medical relief group 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Doctors Without Borders), 
showed ignorance of the 
constituency in a debate 
with fellow candidates, 
admitting he did not knew 
the names of Gardanne's 
districts. 

Immediately after the re- 
sults were- known, Mr. 
Kouchner called on hi& 
backers to vote for the 
Communist candidate in the 
run-off “because the main 
goal is to halt the National 
Front” 

Mr. Tapie won the seat in 
1993 for the small left-wing 
radical movement with So- 
cialist backing with 25 per 
cent of the vote. 

The fast-talking entrepre- 
neur hardly ever returned to 
his constituency and was 
stripped of his seat after 
being ruled bankrupt and 
convicted of fraud, tax eva- 
sion and bribery. 

There were 14 candidates 
in the race and the absten- 
tion rate was just under 60 
per cent, a figure not untyp- 
ical of voting trends in 
French by-elections '“inch 
get far less media attention 
titan general elections. 


Ortega tops rival in Nicaraguan poll 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (R) — One week 
before Nicaraguans vote for a new presi- 
dent, a poll released Sunday said controver- 
sial left-wing candidate Daniel Ortega had 
moved ahead of his right-wing rival, 
Amoldo Aleman. 

The Cinco S.A. poll gave former 
President Onega, who led Nicaragua's 
Marxist Sandinista government from 1979 
to 1990, 36.7 per cent of the vote and 
Amoldo Aleman, of the right-wing Liberal 
Alliance, 33.9 per cent of tbe vote, fol- 
lowed by a jumble of 2 1 lesser candidates. 

Mr. Ortega's popularity has soared 6.7 
percentage points since Cinco’s last poll in 
August, while Mr. Aleman’s has fallen by 
4.7 percentage points, reversing Mr. 


Aleman’s nine-point lead before 
Nicaragua’s Ocl 20 presidential vote. 

Political analyst Roberto Fonseca said 
that despite Mr. Ortega’s 2.8 percentage 
point lead in the poll, the vote was too close 
to call since the poll showed Mr. Aleman 
had a better image among the 16.4 per cent 
of undecided voters. 

Mr. Fonseca told news magazine 
CbnfidenciaJ, which released the poll, "the 
battle continues to be close and it’s too 
risky to predict a final result.” 

Wien asked why they support their can- 
didate, Mr. Ortega followers said it was 
because “he cares about people," while Mr. 
Aleman supporters stud their candidate 
would “improve the country.” 
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Arms race on home stretch 

THE just-published annual report of the London- 
based International Institute for Strategic Studies 
(ISIS) casts an ominous shadow on the national pri- 
orities of both the developed and developing coun- 
tries. The most concerned parties, naturally it 
seems, are in the Middle East, including the Gulf 
states aud some of the North African nations. 
According to the Cndings of the Institute, certain 
countries in this region spend more on armament 
than the rest of the world in proportion to their pop- 
ulation size and gross national product (GNP). The 
disproportionate investment in arms acquisition is 
taking place exactly at a time when these countries 
remain amongst the poorest with the exception of 
the Gulf states which account for half of the total 
expenditures on arras purchases by the Middle East. 

Israel. Iran, Egypt and Syria respectively take the 
lead among the other regional states in military 
spending. Israel's official account of military costs 
do not take into consideration the undisclosed 
expenses covered by ministries other than the min- 
istry of defence or the U.S.' annual military assis- 
tance which is to the tune of $3 billion per annum. 
The huge spending by the Gulf states, on the other 
hand, can be viewed as a direct offshoot of the Gulf 
crisis that ensued from the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990 and the feeling of insecurity that oil-rich 
states still experience six years later. 

Cynics still propagate the proposition that the 
entire Gulf crisis was carefully manipulated and 
orchestrated in order to force the GCC states into 
believing in this sense of insecurity whereby they 
end up recycling their petrodollars back into the 
coffers of the Western arras producers. 

But wherever the truth lies, it remains an indis- 
putable fact that the Gulf states are spending more 
than ever on aims acquisition mostly from-the West- . 
* J, The hfetipfy that continues to exist between- the 1 » 
T CCC members and Iran no doubt contributes to the 
instability ^and insecurity of the region especially as 
Tehran stands accused of attempts to develop a huge 
military capability and a nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme as well as their means of delivery. There are 
reports that Iran is on the verge of completing its 
missile testing plans that would put Saudi Arabia. 
Israel, Turkey and parts of southern Russia within 
their reach. 

Blame for the vicious cycle of arms build-up in this 
part of the world largely rests on the shoulders of 
the arms producers which have developed a vested 
interest in maintaining tensions that ultimately 
bankroll their industrial-military complexes. 

The U.S., Russia, Great Britain, France, and 
China to the East are among the biggest beneficia- 
ries from this international •‘trade”’ in military 
hardware. According to the ISIS report the U.S. 
alone sells $15 billion worth of arms to the world. 
Russia is a distant second with a price tag on its 
•trade" in tools of destruction amounting to $3 bil- 
lion. 

For as long as there is no peace and security 
among the states of the international community 
there will always be a market for arms. The 
inevitable conclusion is, therefore, that the only 
effective way to stop this tremendous waste is to 
work harder towards resolving regional and inter- 
national conflicts. Here in the Middle East the 
countries of the region still spend huge amounts on 
military schemes in spite of the onset of the peace 
process in 1991. What we are afraid of is that the lat- 
est setback in the search for a Syrian-Israeli and 
Palestinian-Israeli formula would accelerate rather 
than diminish the arms race. Israel, under Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's government, 
should pause and think about what is happening. 
Not only is a sizeable portion of its budget continu- 
ing to go down the drain, as a result of the new-old 
tensions, the climate for investment and regional 
projects too being threatened, to the chagrin of all 
those who wished and worked for peace and tran- 
quillity in this region. 

Are trouble, death, destruction and wars a viable 
alternative to peace, security, development and 
progress in today's world? If the answer is not in the 
affirmative, all countries, big and small, should 
strive to halt the race and trade in arms as a first 
step towards building mutual confidence and defus- 
ing crisis. The Middle East, in particular, deserves 
to be helped and supported in this regard. It is not 
only the biggest marketplace for weapons: it .also 
remains a flashpoint and a breeding ground from 
which other crisis and conflicts can ignite and pro- 
liferate. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

DESPITE AMERICA'S unfavourable policies towards the 
Arabs and its bias towards Israel, we have to admit that the 
United States administration is not hostile to Jordan, said Fahcd 
Fanek. a writer for AI Ra’i daily. Monday. Indeed, we can notice 
that Washington's general policies towards the Kingdom arc pos- 
itive and it is clear that it wants to maintain a strong and stable 
Jordan which represents a moderate model of a state that can by 
no means threaten America's inlercsL said the writer. But, He said, 
one can only wonder why America acts negatively cowards help- 
ing Jordan overcome standard of living. While the U.S. contin- 
ues to provide Israel with a $3.2 billion in financial and econom- 
ic aid annually, and pumps $2.1 billion in similar aid to Egypt, it 
allocates a mere S 10 million as an annual aid to the Kingdom, 
continued the writer. The writer wondered whether it was the 
fault of the Jordanian government’s negotiators with Israel, over 
the peace treat} 1 that was signed in 1994. or the United States' 
itself despite its realisation that Jordan deserves all forms of aid 
and support to maintain its moderate policies in this region. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khoori 


Gas masks and lost passion in Jordanian-Israeli relations 


THE SIGNIFICANCE of the rise in tension between 
Jordan and Israel, due ro the Israeli government's policies 
on tunnels and other sensitive issues reveals important 
aspects of domestic governance, politics and policy-mak- 
ing in Jordan. These should cause Israelis and others to 
wake up and see the world as it really is — if the historic 
promise of justice and peace is to be achieved. 

On the domestic Jordanian front, Israel's harsh policies 
in Palestine have succeeded in achieving two things that 
have been elusive since the signing of the peace treaty in 
October 1994: a convergence of publicly stated attitudes to 
Israel by the Jordanian leadership and mainstream political 
groups, and a broad, strengthened Jordanian political con- 
sensus against normalisation of ties with Israel. 

The numerous statements critical of Israel in recent 
weeks by King Hussein. Crown Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Kabariti are noteworthy both for their strong, 
almost apocalyptic political- tone and for their powerful 
cultural dimension, i.e.. that Jordan and its leadership, 
which have been embraced by Israel as a true friend and an 
example of how Amb-Israeli peace and bilateral relations 
should develop, should reproach, warn and even scold the 
Israeli leadership in public, is a sign of the magnitude of 
Jordanian anger and concent. Only your real friends speak 
honestly to you, in life as in politics and diplomacy. 

Notice, in'this respect, the huge difference in how Israel 
has reacted to criticisms by Jordan and Egypt in recent 
weeks. Egyptian criticism has been shrugged off as either 
almost meaningless or a function of Egypt’s domestic or 
pan-Arab concerns, while Jordanian criticism has elicited 
a far more sober and reflective Israeli response. This is not 
because Jordan is stronger or more important than Egypt. 
The reason is that Jordan started its peace-making adven- 
ture with Israel from a sincere position of conviction, 
warmth and an active desire to promote not just non-bel- 
ligerency but also cooperation, human reconciliation and 
activation of genuine shared interests, security and pros- 
perity. Even after the election of Mr Netanyahu, six 
months ago, the Jordanian leadership was urging the Arabs 
to give the new Israeli government time to prove its peace- 
seeking credentials. This month, the Jordanian leadership 
has been reminding Netanyahu about gas masks. 

Such criticism of Israel also stems from the fact that the 
Jordanian government’s position has changed somewhat, 
so that it more accurately reflects the mainstream senti- 
ment in the Jordanian political arena. This is what should 
really concern the Israeli people and Jews around the 
world who regard Israel as die state of the Jewish people: 
the Jordanian government in 1996 seems virtually to have, 
abandoned its policy of active, dynamic normalisation of 
relations with Israel. 

Instead, it seems to me. the Jordanian government has 
quietly fallen back on a more passive position that sees the 
1994 peace treaty as an opportunity for normalcy and 
cooperation that the people of Jordan and Israel may 
choose to develop to its full potential, to allow to stagnate 
at current levels of luke warm bilateral contacts, or to 
reject and to freeze until the political environment for gen- 
uine peace improves. The passion that once defined the 


government's peace-making with Israel has dimmed mea- 
surably. This is clear in several different forms: the gov- 
ernment no longer actively opposes or signiwamly 
obstructs the anti-normalisation camp, as it did in 1994-9?: 
public meetings with Israeli officials and Jewish delega- 
tions from around the world are few. far between, and noi 
as loudly trumpeted as they used to be: and. despite my 
frequent naps. I have not heard any government minister, 
including our prime ministers, speak passionately or elo- 
quently about peace with Israel for about, oh. two years 

now. 

The slow shift in the Jordanian position vis-a-vis Israel 
has been long in the making, and has only been more clear- 1 
ly expressed, rather than created, due to the Jerusalem tun- 
nel episode. The advent of the Netanyahu government and 
its bizarre coalition of snake oi! salesmen, weirdos and 
generals seemed to stop and then to threaten die gains that 
the Palestinians had achieved by implementing the Oslo 
accords with the Rabin government. As Palestinian hope 
dissipated and Jordanian and Arab disappointment 
increased, the currency of the anti-normalisation groups 
appreciated in value. 

We saw this expressed here in a most dramatic way ear- 
lier this week with the publication of the statement by 3S 
Jordanian political parties, professional associations and 
non-governmental organisations. It was very critical of the 
Israeli government, called for Arab states ro reconsider 
their relations with Israel, called on the Arab people “to 
resist all forms of normalisation with the Zionist enemy", 
and condemned the stand of the United States as biased 
towards Israel and against Arab rights. Wow! 

It is quite an achievement to get a common position on 
anything by folks as different as those who signed this 
statement, representing as they do the far right and left and 
almost everything in between. It is even more significant 
when we appreciate the tone and direction of the statement 
that they signed. Its strong pan-Arab orientation is intrigu- 
ing and important, in my view. It represents the continued 
appreciation and redefinition of pan-Arab concepts that are 
likely to keep resurfacing in modem, realistic forms, as 
individual Arab states. Islamists, tribalisis, narrow state- 
nationalists. ethnic warlords, fried chicken franchisers, and 
others around here continue to appreciate the weaknesses 
of their unrealistically narrow approaches to economic 
well-being, national security and political stability. 

The statement's most telling aspect, in my view, was the 
powerful resurgence of visceral anti-Zionism as a reflex- 
ive. almost biological Jordanian and Arab response to the 
offensive actions, attitudes and words of the Israeli gov- 
ernment. The statement noted that "...it has become clear 
[since Madrid] that Israel has not abandoned its Zionist 
project and its doctrine. Israel’s goals are the usurpation of 
more land, more repression, more arrogance, more dis- 
crimination, and more eviction of Arabs from their home- 
land. in addition to expansion of Jewish settlements and 
desecration of shrines.” 

If Israel does not recognise our Arab dignity and rights, 
then we will not recognise or live with Zionism or an 
Israeli state, was the full meaning behind the words of the 


statement, in my view. Coming from the far right or left of 
the political spectrum, such views are neither surprising 
nor newsworthy: it is not big deal. thus, that the statement 
was signed by the Islamic Action Front party, the 
Jordanian Communist Party, the doctors' and engineers’ 
associations, and other groups whose positions at either 
end of the political spectrum are both well established and 
also largely impotent in terms of influencing government 
policy. 

But when such views come, as they do. from hardcore 
establishment groups such as the Ahd Party (.headed by a 
powerful minister in the government!'), the Yaqatha Part}, 
the Progress and Justice Part} - , the Unionist Arab 
Democratic Party, the Jordanian Businessmens 
Association, the Amman Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, the Association of Banks, the associations of 
auditors, agricultural engineers, veterinarians, and nurses, 
the women’s federation and union, the Arab Orthodox 
Society, and other such mainstream groups, then we 
should tell Israelis that they should see this as an accurate 
reflection of the attitudes of the Jordanian people. They 
and we should recognise the important change that has 
started to occur in Jordan since the advent of the 
Netanyahu government and its bizarre coalition of snake 
oil salesmen, weirdos and generals: a) the passive scepti- 
cism that most Jordanians felt towards peace with Israel 
has slipped a notch towards mildly active opposition, 
expressed as support for the anti-normalisation effort (the 
only practical means of expression available in real politi- 
cal terms): b) the government's dynamic attempt to forge a 
warm peace between Jordanians and Israelis has slipped a 
noich towards a more passive attioide that sees its role 
more as a facilitator of opportunities than as a manufactur- 
er of passion and a promoter of political embrace: c) the 
Jordanian leadership's willingness to stick its head out and 
to stay ahead of its people and the other Arab stares in 
terms of fostering patience and understanding of the Israeli 
government has slipped a notch, towards a context in 
which the Jordanian leadership now seems more to reflect 
and articulate .Arab anger with Israel than to dissipate or 
alleviate it. 

The people, civil society institutions, government and 
leadership of Jordan have all criticised Israel with a com- 
bination of frankness and unanimity that are striking. 
These signals of concern and anger coming out of Jordan 
are just that — signals, not irrevocably rigid positrons, an 
abandonment of the peace accord, or declarations of war. 
To speak of gas masks is not to prepare or to wish to wear 
them. It is to remind ourselves of the moral and political 
vulgarity that they represent, that we wish to avoid, but 
that we may be moving towards if present Israeli policies 
and our regional direction of drift are not changed very 
soon. We did not change anything in May 1996. The 
Israelis did. They now must confront the consequences of 
tbeir actions, explain to us what they understand by -peace 
with security”, and clarify to us if we should rekindle our 
passion for a warm and just peace or prepare for another 
round of Arab-Israeli war. 


Jordan-Israel relations in state of ‘deterioration’ 


By David Makovsky 

ISRAELI-JORDANIAN 
relations are in a state of 
"deterioration" and cannot 
be mended until Israel 
immediately implements 
the Oslo accords and 
avoids unilateral actions in 
Jerusalem which Amman 
believes affect Jordanian 
custodianship over Muslim 
shrines there, Jordanian 
Ambassador Omar Rifai 
has said. 

Mr. Rifai, who until now 
has studiously avoided crit- 
icising the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment, spoke after a 
series of attacks in recent 
days by King Hussein con- 
cerning the government's 
“arrogance” when it came 
to the peace process. King 
Hussein also wondered 
whether Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanhayu is 
leading the region to year. 

It remains unclear 
whether Mr. Netanyahu, 
who in the past 1 has repeat- 
edly expressed pride in his 
relationship with the 
monarch, will meet with 
■King Hussein in the com- 
ing days to attempt to 
address the problems, or 
whether the premier will 
dispatch an envoy. 


M. KAHIL 


In an interview with The 
Jerusalem Post. Mr. Rifai 
said: “We have noted a 
serious deterioration in our 
bilateral relationship with 
Israel, which is at least 
partly due to a deteriora- 
tion in the whole Arab- 
Israel relationship. There 
has to be an immediate 
implementation of the Oslo 
agreement and there has to 
be a total respect of agree- 
ments signed between 
Israel and any Arab party.” 

When asked how the rift 
can be healed. Mr. Rifai 
responded: “He 

(Netanyahu) cannot mend 
the fences with Jordan, 
Egypt, the Gulf, the 
Palestinians and thus the 
entire Arab World until he 
implements the Oslo agree- 
ments.” 

Noting that Israel and 
Jordan should be celebrat- 
ing the second anniversary 
of their peace treaty later 
this month, Mr. Rifai 
declared: “As we approach 
the second anniversary, the 
Israel-Jordanian relation- 
ship is not where it should 
be and not where it was 
since (the treaty) was 
signed.” 

Mr. Rifai made clear that 
Israel cannot isolate ties 


with Jordan from an over- 
all deterioration in its ties 
with all the Arabs. 

“The whole Arab-Israeli 
relationship is in crisis 
because we have gone off 
track on the w peace 
process," he said. “We are 
not where we should be in 
terms of achieving the goal 
we all aspire ro. which is a 
comprehensive regional 
peace with security. 

"We have gotten off-track 
because there seems to be 
an intransigence in the 
negotiating process at all 
levels, from Hebron to the 
closing off of the areas, set- 
tlements. unilateral actions 
in Jerusalem, and the list 
can go on.” 

“The atmosphere on the 
peace front as a whole has 
affected the Israeli- 
Jordanian relationship. 
While each track was sepa- 
rate in its own right, there 
is an interdependence 
between tracks. 

“Without comprehensive 
peace, peace cannot be per- 
manent. It is like standing 
on just a few legs of a 
chair. A chair needs all its 
legs to stand on.” Mr. Rifai 
said. 

Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani said the 


Jordanians “now tie the 
• Palestinian issue with 
Jordan — and that is bad 
(because) the Palestinian 
issue is right now very 
questionable." 

Mr. Rifai. however, made 
clear that the problem is 
not just the Palestinian 
issue and the regional cli- 
mate per se. but also what 
Jordan perceives to be the 
premier’s insensitivity in 
not informing King 
Hussein in advance about 
the opening of the 
Hasmonean Tunnel exit, 
especially since the pre- 
mier had dispatched a top 
adviser. Dore Gold, to brief 
the King. 

While Mr. Netanyahu has 
reiterated that the tunnel is 
250 metres away from any 
Muslim holy places. Mr. 
Rifai said Jordan sees such 
“unilateral” action as 
undermining the provision 
of the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, which makes clear 
that Amman has a special 
role in administering the 
holy places. 

“By not notifying us 
about the tunnel and acting 
unilaterally in Arab East 
Jerusalem, we see this is 
not in accordance with the 
peace treaty.” Mr. Rifai 


said. 

More reported details of 
King Hussein's anack on 
Mr. Netanyahu at last 
week's private White 
House luncheon hosted by 
President Bill Clinton 
emerged. 

According to New York 
Times columnist Thomas 
Friedman. King Hussein 
said Mr. Netanyahu had 
expended goodwill and 
had an “arrogance of 
power.” King Hussein 
reportedly said the lack of 
success of the Washington 
summit was a “success for 


extremists and war-mon- 
gers.” 

King Hussein reportedly 
concluded: "Prime 

Minister Netanyahu. I am 
concerned for you. You are 
the leader of Israel. Can 
you seize the moment? 
Because if you can’t the#, 
real impact will be on all of 
us in this room.” 

Meanwhile, Foreign 
Minister David Levy can- 
celled Foreign Ministry 
consultations on Jordan, 
fearing that leaks could 
damage the sensitive ties. 





y.y\ < 


»/ V 


UNKNOWN SB 
SOLDIER -If 


LETTERS 

Win, lose and draw 

To the Editor: 

WE ARE very thankful for the excellent job the Jordan 
Times is doing tor the English reading community. A 
special thanks is relayed for reporting on American 
sports. My husband and I look forward to reading in the 
Jordan Times what our teams back home are doing in 
both American baseball and football. 

However, we were very disappointed a while ago. 
Jordan Times only reported on one of the two baseball 
championship series now taking place in the U.S. These 
two senes (best of seven for each) will decide the two 
leagues' champions which will go on to the World 1 
Senes. We are eager to read the results of all playoff V, 
games currently going on in the U.S. and were espe- 
c, ally disappointed when our team was not reported on. 

We would very much appreciate reading about the 
American League championship series (Baltimore 
CJnoles vs. Cleveland Indians) as well as the National 
League championship series (.Atlanta Braves vs. St- 
Louis Cardinals) which was in the Jordan Times on 
Oct. 11. 

Looking forward to reading the results of our baseball 
teams playoff games and continued coverage through 
the World Series. 

Marie C. Bayyat 
Amm an. 

Editor's note; Due to time zone and plav time differ- 
ences, some news items reach us after press time. The 
f in? aSe e , diIor ‘ however, is trying to keep our read- 
n„h!?fhZ ned even - V lt means - al rimes, that news is 
SC - me Ume afiet the event took place. We 
inevitable. Ulconvenutte * when i{ happens, but il is 

V ntes wg iootnes letters and contributions J 
Uner in7Z f r L° n an r, sltb J ect they wish to taclfe' * 

should con- % 

well Namrx - 5 nan S and P re ferabl\ address as : 
under ****** ont >' tipon request and 

edtiL lZ ,, dc [ rcw tstances. Utters are subject to 
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Red faces and security 
alerts over e-mail leaks 
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Computer messages are 
not as private as they 
• _.- may seem, and prying 
eves may be scanning 
. . . that electronic "post- 
‘ card" you just popped 
' into the Internet letter- 
: : box. Arlene Getz reports 
on the funny and worry- 
ing consequences of mail 
' Jailing 


Jrong 

space. 


through ' the 
holes in cvber- 
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EVERYBODY ON the 
Internet has a favourite 
story about the electronic 
message that got away. 

There is one about a New 
York executive who tried to 
use the latest technology to 
transmit a video of heraelf 
stripping off clothes for a 
friend — and ended up 
pressing a button that mis- 
takenly sent the revealing 
footage to all 400 employ- 
ees in her company. 

Another case concerns a 
man called Andrew, whose 
electronic message to 
Tracee about how he would 
“love to kiss your hose- 
covered toes” inadvertently 
got posted to a mailing list 
of thousands of legal 
experts on the global com- 
puter network. 

Yet another is about 
Kraig, whose passionate 
-Message to a new girlfriend 
Ji is accidentally sent to a 
woman he was trying to 
ditch. 

Much of the misdirected 
mail is harmless, but some- 
times there can be serious 
repercussions. 

Consider, for example, 
the message sent by United 
States F-16 fighter pilot 
Scon Zobrist when his col- 
league, Captain Scott 


O’Grady, was rescued after 
being shot down in Bosnia 
last year. 

Zobrist's message from 
his Italian base was intend- 
ed for his air force friends, 
and included digs about 
Serbs as well as sensitive 
materia] about radio fre- 
quencies. pilot code names 
and weapon loads for 
American missions. The 
raessage'went to U.S. bases 
in South Korea and Japan 
and was somehow relayed 
to a retired Australian pilot 
who posted it on a world- 
wide electronic discussion 
group about aviation. 
w The information subse- 
quently became available to 
millions of Internet users 
around the world. Horrified 
intelligence officers have 
no doubt the information 
was quickly picked up and 
stored by military forces in 
countries hostile to the U.S. 

Clearly, electronic mail 
(e-mail j is less private than 
its millions of users — 
numbers are growing by an 
estimated 20 per cent per 
year — would like to 
believe. 

E-maii is a new form of 
communication — a cheap 
and quick way of contact- 
ing colleagues and friends 
around the world. Users 
rend to be hastier, more 
informal and less discreet 
than they would be if com- 
municating by telephone or 
letter. They seem to think 
their messages will be con- 
fidential in cyberspace. 

Recent incidents suggest 
this is far from the truth. 

There are several reasons 
for e-mail going astray. 
Most common is when a 
sender incorrectly address- 


es a message or accidental- 
ly triggers his or her own 
"carbon copy" command to 
send the information to a 
third party. 

There are also occasional 
instances where overloaded 
networks bounce e-mail to 
the wrong parties during a 
compuier system crash. 
And sometimes. Internet 
service providers have 
access to private messages 
if they have to reroute 
incorrectly addressed mail 
or items “ stuck" in the sys- 
tem. 

Less common is the use 
of “packet sniffers" — pro- 
grammes which monitor 
large volumes of electronic 
messages for key words 
and then intercept selected 
items. Although these can 
be operated legally only by 
law enforcement agencies, 
there have been instances 
where hackers have used 
them. 

Perhaps the most alarm- 
ing notion for e-mail users 
is the little- known fact that 
their message can be stored 
on the computer back-up 
tapes of firms or other 
organisations where they 
have been corresponding 
with staff members. 

The legal implications of 
this are profound. Growing 
numbers of U.S. law firms 
have begun to hire "com- 
puter sleuths" to delve into 
company data bases to 
retrieve several years’ 
worth of old- messages to 
use as evidence in litiga- 
tion. 

In one case, lawyers for a 
Massachusetts bank which 
bought land contaminated 
by hazardous waste estab- 
lished from an old e-mail 


message that the vendor 
had tried to conceal the 
presence of toxic matter on 
the site. 

Computer activists 
believe the only solution to 
breaches of privacy is' the 
development of an effective 
encryption system to 
"scramble” e-mail. 

Such efforts, however, 
have been opposed by 
Washington because of 
U.S. export laws, dating 
from the cold war, which 
classify encryption soft- 
ware as a weapon which 
cannot be sent out of the 
country'. 

Philip Zimmerman, 41, a 
Colorado computer wizard 
and the inventor of such a 
system of codes, was inves- 
tigated by the U.S. Customs 
Service last year and 
harassed when he travelled 
abroad because of his deci- 
sion to make his pro- 
gramme available to Inter- 
net users overseas. 

Tensions have eased 
slightly since then, with the 
U.S. Postal Service now 
testing a “digital postmark" 
— a form of encryption that 
it hopes will curb the tam- 
pering of e-mail in cyber- 
space. The device may be 
offered nationwide some 
time next year, but even 
this is unlikely to guarantee 
complete confidentiality. 

Zimmerman warns corre- 
spondents to be,ware of pry- 
ing eyes, particularly if 
messages are uncoded. “E- 
raail is like a postcard," he 
says. "Encryption takes the 
place of the envelope" 

Gemini News Semce 


PUK edges closer to Erbil 


\\y 


(Continued froim page 1) 

Our forces in Degala 
remain at their same posi- 
tions" Karim Sanjari, a mem- 
ber of the KDP leadership, 
told 

AFP in the nonhem Iraqi 
town of Salahuddin. 

Iraqi troops were on the 
move on Monday, reinforc- 
‘Tg their positions with men 
and armaments on the road 
between Degala and 

Erbil, U.N. officials in the 
region said. 

"The situation in Erbil w as 
very tense.” a U.N. official 
told AFP when contacted 


from Dubai. Families of 

senior KDP officials have left 

toward Dahuk. a bastion of 
Mr. Barzani. he added. 

Mr. Taiabani said his fight- 
ers were close to defeating 
Mr. Barzani's forces, if Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
did not intervene. 

Mr. Taiabani has also firmly 
denied the KDP charges and 
officials said there had 
no apparent involve- 
ment of Iranian forces in the 
PUK takeover of 
Sulaimaniyeh early Sunday. 

Mr. Taiabani also said he 
was ready to visit Washington 


U.N. 

been 


to meet Mr. Barzani. 

Die deputy chief of the 
KDP, Sami Abdul Rahman, 
held talks with Turkish offi- 
cials in Ankara on Monday 
ahead of a visit Tuesday to 
Washington, which has been 
Irving to mediate between the 
KDP and PUK. 

The Washington talks were 
scheduled weeks ago. before 
the latest fighting, as a fof- 
low-up to Mr. Barzani's meet- 
ing with U.S. Under-Secre- 
taiy of State Robert Pel- 
letreau in Ankara on Septem- 
ber I S.Turkey and Britain on 
Monday called on the warring 
Kurdish factions to stop fight- 
ing and seek a peaceful settle- 


ment to their long-running 
conflict. 

Mr. Taiabani said reconcili- 
ation could be achieved only 
if Mr. Barzani pledged to cut 
ties with President Saddam, 
adhere to the principles of the 
Iraqi National Congress 
opposition movement and 
agree to hold free Kurdish 
elections. 

Mr. Taiabani also said he 
would not hold talks with 
President Saddam unless the 
Iraqi leader pledged to apply 
a U.N. resolution on protect- 
ing Kurdish civilians, end the 
dictatorship and hold free 
elections under international 
supervision. 


The trouble with men 


Following is an editorial 
thut appeared in The 
Economist magazine: 

IT MAY be a man’s world 
now, but ‘Tomorrow 
belongs to women" (to 
borrow the title of a book 
by Jack Lang, a French 
politician and sex sym- 
bol). No wonder. 

Apart from being more 
violent, more prone to dis- 
ease, more likely to suc- 
cumb to drugs, bad diet or 
suicide — more socially 
undesirable from almost 
every point of view, in 
fact — men. it seems, are 
also slightly more stupid 
than women. At any rate, 
boys are doing less well 
than girls at school. And 
since, with each passing 
year, more brainy word- 
processing consultants 
and nursery-school teach- 
ers get new jobs while 
more brawny coal miners 
and machine-tool opera- 
tors lose theirs, it seems 
inevitable that women 
with their graduate certifi- 
cates and mothering 
instincts will soon be 
doing ever more of the 
world's work, while men 
lag further behind. A 
woman's work is never 
done; a man is drunk from 
sun to sun. 

Well, does that matter? 
Biologists might answer 
Not much. To them, men 
are useful largely for one 
thing: supplying genetic 
products to mothers. Pro- 
viding half a baby’s genes 
stirs up the gene pool and 
outwits the bacteria and 
viruses that prey on the 
species. Also from a biol- 
ogist’s point of view, a lot 
of aggressive male behav- 
iour is so much genetic 
advertising. Having men 
lock antlers, brag about 
football and indulge in 
dangerous virility rituals 
enables women, in some- 
mysterious way, to pick - 
the "best genes to hand on. 

But nature’s methods 
seem extremely crude. 
Why not be a tad more 


scientific? The next gen- 
eration does not need" the 
current crop of men to be 
carrying around their 
sperm all the time. A 
clean, well-run sperm 
bank, regularly topped up, 
would be just us good — 
and would dispense with 
men’s unfortunate social 
side-effects. Sperm banks 
could provide a wide 
range of gene services, 
offering, say, high intelli- 
gence. predilection to be a 
surgeon, blue eyes, long 
legs and so forth. In 
America, they already 
provide a splendid array 
of choices (and offer 
insurance in case sperm 
counts fall even further). 

Meanwhile, in terms of 
cultural evolution, men 
may well have done their 
job: they have pretty 

much set up modem civil- 
isations and technologies; 
they may not be needed to 
keep them going. Knowl- 
edge-based societies, with 
their stress on brain not 
brawn, may be safer in 
women's hands. 

Testosterone and 
its antidotes 

Back to real life. Men 
have not been humanely 
phased out. They stiil 
have more jobs than 
women and, on average, 
earn higher salaries. In the 
middle^and upper income 
brackets, men are adjust- 
ing — albeit slowly — to 
women’s growing eco- 
nomic power. But down at 
the bottom of the ladder, 
where men are men and 
women change the nap- 
pies (but also have the 
jobs), there are troubles of 
an entirely different order. 

Here whole communi- 
ties are caught in a deadly 
vice. In areas which used 
to depend on heavy indus- 
try, changes in the nature 
of work have laid waste 
the traditional, sources of 
unskilled male employ- 
ment Men who used to 
work in the collieries or 


shipyards have proved 
unable (or, which is 
almost the same thing, 
unwilling) to do die 
"women's work" spring- 
ing up in the industrial 
ruins. As their jobs have 
declined, so have their 
prospects of marriage, for 
who wants to link their lot 
with a jobless deadbeat? 
And as work and marriage 
have declined together, so 
everyone has suffered, for 
these two. since time 
immemorial, have been 
the twin responsibilities 
that have persuaded men 
to stay with women and 
children, obey the law and 
behave as social animals. 
For women, work and 
family are often compet- 
ing spheres; for men, they 
are finked. When the link 
is broken, some men, in 
some places, become 
loose molecules: unedu- 
cated, unskilled, unmar- 
ried and unemployed. 

Perhaps this’ will 
change. Perhaps men will 
begin to compete more 
vigorously for “women’s 
work." Perhaps they will 
find jobs, and. having sot 
theni, many and look after 
children again. But the 
evidence so far is against 
it. At best, men will 
change their ways reluc- 
tantly and more slowly 
than the quickening pace 
of economic change. 
Meanwhile, the blue-col- 
lar problem will grow. 

Men learn social behav- 
iour through work and 
marriage, rather than 
grasp it by instinct. Noth- 
ing can be done to change 
that. Nothing should be 
done to turn the clock 
back — by, for example, 
discriminating against 
women at work or keep- 
ing open economically 
pointless factories (which 
would amount to the same 
thing, since that would 
penalise the new jobs 
women do). The engines 
of economic change — 
information technology 
and globalisation — are. 


contrary to rumour, bene- 
fiting the vast majority of 
humanity: not just women 
in the West but millions of 
men and women every- 
where. 

So such remedies as are 
possible must concentrate 
on the places where the 
social problems are worst; 
the inner cities. One rea- 
son that boys are falling 
behind girls at urban pri- 
mary and secondary 
schools is that too few 
male teachers are around 
for boys to look up to and 
model their behaviour 
upon. Attracting more 
male teachers would help 
close the gap in educa- 
tional attainment and 
improve boy’s job 
prospects. More can and 
should be done to improve 
the skills of young men; it 
is especially worth con- 
centrating on their school- 
ing and vocational educa- 
tion, even though men 
often pooh-pooh such 
things. .And a lot can be 
done to alleviate the social 
evils of areas where 
employment and marriage 
rates are lowest. While the 
source of the trouble may 
be unemployment, much 
of the damage that flows 
this is connected to the 
easy availability of guns 
and drugs. Here, more 
efficient restrictions are 
needed, which means, for 
drugs, decriminalisation 
and control. 

Such a list may seem a 
piecemeal and partial 
response to "the trouble 
with men.” Granted, it is 
only a start. But with all 
great social changes, there 
comes a stage, before 
comprehensive policies 
can be agreed upon, when 
what is needed is to recog- 
nise that a problem exists 
and accept that it cannot 
be left to fester. With men 
in the ghettos, that stage 
has arrived. 


King visits Jericho today after talks with Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

general of the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee Mahmoud 
Abbas and ocher officials, 
said that consultation with 
Jordan is “an ongoing mat- 
ter.” 

An informed source told 
the Jordan Times that Mr. 
Arafat confirmed during his 
talks with Jordan the Pales- 
tinians’ total rejection of 
the Israeli demands to 
reopen agreements that 
have already been reached. 
“There are agreements, and 
reopening them is not a 
subject of discussion, "the 
source quoted Mr. Arafat as 
having said during the 
broad meeting which was 
attended by His Royal 
Highness Prince Talai Ben 
Mohammed, the director of 
the National Security 


Council, Mr. Kabariti and 
Dr. Khasawneh and other 
officials from both sides. 

Jordan has also said that 
Israel's determination to 
renegotiate agreements that 
have been already signed 
played a major factor in 
pushing Jordanian-Israeli 
ties towards a "crisis,” with 
officials saying Jordan 
rejects any such move and 
insists on the implementa- 
tion of the deals the Pales- 
tinians reached with Israel. 

But there was- a general 
belief here that some 
progress could soon be 
achieved in the talks 
between the- Palestinians 
and the Israelis. 

*Dr. Khasawneh said he 
believed the Palestinians 
and the Israelis have 
reached agreements on cer- 
tain issues "but differences 


remain on major and sensi- 
tive matters." 

T believe agreements on 
certain issues have been 
reached and the points of 
view are getting closer but 
differences on sensitive and 
major other matters 
remain," Dr. Khasawneh 
told the Jordan Times. 

An informed source told 
the Jordan Times that Mr. 
Ross, who had been 
informing the Kingdom of 
the progress in Palestinian- 
lsraeli negotiations, had 
informed Jordan that “there 
were some 'positive move- 
ment in the talks.” 

Mr. Ross informed the 
King about the talks and 
discussed with him means 
of pushing the peace 
process forward. Petra said, 
adding that the American 
envoy expressed apprecia- 


tion for the King’s efforts to 
advance the peace process 
forward. 

Jordanian officials had 
stressed that their criticism 
of Israel stemmed from the 
Kingdom’s concern for the 
peace process and its com- 
mitment to the achievement 
of comprehensive peace in 
the region. 

They said the Kingdom 
will soon receive Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman to 
show that its problem is not 
with the relationship with 
Israel bur with the policies 
of the Israeli government 
which were putting the 
peace process in jeopardy. 

The King said Sunday 
that the process will remain 
in jeopardy unless progress 
is achieved in the Palestin- 
ian Israeli talks. 


Weizman assures Mubarak of 
Israel’s commitment to peace 

(Continued from page I) 


matter of discussing how 
to push the peace process 
forward so that it will 
reach the final goal." 

Mr. Weizman said, 
“now we are reaching the 
moment of truth. We nave 
to sit down and talk" with 
the Palestinians. 

’T am sure that Prime 
Minister Netanyahu 
wants just as much as all 
of us to achieve peace and 
security as much as possi- 
ble." the president said 
before returning to Israel. 

Before his Egypt trip, 
Mr. Weizman held his 
first meeting last week 
with Mr. Arafat to discuss 
the ongoing Israeli-Pales- 
tinian negotiations. Mr. 
Weizman has also been 
invited to Jordan by King 
Hussein. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
said Friday” that Egypt 
“represents a fundamen- 
tal - building block of 
peace between Israel and 
Arab countries and the 
president’s visit is part of 


government efforts to 
improve relations 

between the two coun- 
tries." 

Mr. Mubarak was quot- 
ed in the Israeli and Pales- 
tinian press Monday as 
saying he was under 
increasing pressure at 
home to freeze ties with 
Israel if Mr, Netanyahu 
does not quickly fulfill its 
commmitment to hand 
Hebron over to Palestin- 
ian control as required 
under 1995 peace 
accords. 

The Egyptian journal- 
ists’ union has called on 
the Arabs to freeze ties 
with Israel to pressure the 
Jewish state to respect its 
peace commitments to the 
Palestinians, the govern- 
ment daily A1 Ahram 
reported Monday. 

It also condemned "any 
attempt by Egyptian and 
Arab Journalists to meet 
or have contacts with 
Israeli officials. 


Taba talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

finians in March: Bui now 
Israel demands additional 
security guarantees for ihe 
Jewish settlers and mea- 
sures reducing Palestinian 
civilian authority over them. 

The Palestinians have 
rejected demands for changes 
in the Oslo accord, notably 
modifications which would 
extend Israeli authority in 
the city even after it is handed 
over to Palestinian control. 

Publicly. Palestinians have 
complained that the negotia- 
tions are stalled, but both 
Israeli and U.S. officials said 
weekend talks had pro- 
duced some compromise. 

The Israeli press reported 
concrete progress in the 
ongoing talks, carried on 
throughout the weekend 
behind closed doors in 
three parallel tracks. 

The daily Maariv notably 
said compromises had been 
worked out on security 
matters in lengthy discus- 
sions between Israel's Gener- 
al Shaul Mofaz and the two 
chiefs of Palestinian security 
Jibril Rajoub and Moham- 
mad Dahl an. 

The Palestinian side, the 


paper said, agreed for the firsi 
time to allow joint patrols 
within the self-rule areas of 
Hebron itself rather than 
only on roads leading to the 
city. 

In a compromise between 
the two sides, the joint patrols 
would lake place on roads 
lying within the Palestinian 
area but granting strategic 
access to the Jewish settle- 
ments in the city’s centre. But 
no - progress has been made in 
parallel negotiations over 
civil control of the city, where 
Israel demands authority over 
land, registration, construc- 
tion and water for the city's 
Jewish areas, Maariv said. 

In five days of talks last 
week, Israel made 12 propos- 
als for changing the 1995 
accords which outline the 
Hebron redeployment, 
according to the Palestinians. 

Notably, the Israelis 
demand that Palestinian 
police in the city be unarmed 
and that Israeli troops remain 
operative in sections of the 
city originally due to fall 
under full Palestinian control. 
Israeli news reports said a 
major sticking point was also 
Israel’s demand to retain 
authority over construction 
and building plans in the 
areas of Hebron. 


Economy 


Central Bank invites 
exporters to benefit from 
$40m World Bank financing 


it 
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Enron says Israel modified gas deal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ), the 
designated administrator of 
a $40 million World Bank 
loan to help the Kingdom's 
export sector, is inviting 
businessmen to take advan- 
tage of the credit facility 
through local commercial 
banks and finance houses. 

The move, designed to 
help set up new export ven- 
tures. is the latest in the 
government's programme 
to achieve export-oriented 
economic growth. 

The programme enjoys 
the full support of the 
World Bank, which is 
closely involved in reforms 
in various sectors of the 
economy aimed at increas- 
ing cost-effective services 
and productivity. 

The loan scheme is sepa- 
rate from credit facilities 
that the Central Bank offers 
through the local banks o 
finance exports. The gov- 
ernment and the World 
Bank signed the relevant 
loan agreement in April this 
year. 


In advertisements appear- 
ing in local Arabic-lan- 
guage papers on Monday, 
the CB J named 1 3 commer- 
cial banks and financial 
institutions through which 
exporters could avail them- 
selves of financing for 
export-oriented companies. 

The financing is available 
as start-up funds on medi- 
um-level soft terms in 
dinars or in dollars for 
export-oriented ventures 
under certain conditions. 

The ceiling for the credit 
is $2 million or its equiva- 
lent in dinars for each pro- 
ject 

Loans are repayable in 
six-monthly instalments 
over seven years with three 
years of grace. 

Applications, supported 
by documents such as feasi- 
bility studies and project 
reports, should be submit- 
ted to any of the commer- 
cial banks or financial 
institutions. 

The concerned bank or 
financial institution will 
submit the requests to the 
CBJ, which,* by definition, 
cannot lend to individuals 
and can only deal with 


commercial banks and 
financial institutions. 

The $40 million loan is 
part of a World Bank credit 
worth about $140 million 
that Jordan is expected to 
receive in this fiscal year. 
The bank has also given 
loans to support the King- 
dom’s reform programmes 
in the water and energy sec- 
tors as well as projects in 
the tourism sector. 

The banks/fuianrial insti- 
tutions involved in the loan 
scheme for export-oriented 
companies are: the Jordan 
National Bank, The Arab 
Land Bank, the Jordan 
Kuwait Bank, the Amman 
Cairo Bank, the Jordan 
Gulf Bank, the Business 
Bank, the Arab Banking 
Corporation, the Export 
Finance Bank, the Housing 
Bank, the Jordan Arab 
Investment Bank, the Jor- 
dan Bank for Investment 
and Finance, the Union 
Bank for Saving and Invest- 
ment and the Middle East 
Investment Bank. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The U.S. 
Enron Corporation said 
Monday Israel had 
informed it that the Jewish 
state had dropped an inten- 
tion to buy gas exclusively 
from Enron bur that the 
company was going ahead 
with its plans to develop a 
Qatari field which is 

expected to be the main 
source for the gas involved 
in the deal. 

Jordanian officials said 
that Israel dropping the 
exclusive arrangement 
does not have any bearing 
on technical consultations 
under way on a terminal to 
be built at Aqaba to store 
and process Qatari gas. 

“We are of course seek- 
ing full details of the 
change in the arrangement 
but we don't think it will 
affect the ongoing prepara- 
tions to build the gas termi- 
nal at Aqaba.” said an offi- 
cial source. 

The announcement of the 
change was made in Abu 
Dhabi by Enron Develop- 
ment Corporation General 
Manager Carey Sloan. 

According to Mr. Sloan, 
Israel told the company 
that it was cancelling an 
exclusivity clause in a let- 
ter of intent the Jewish 
state and Enron signed dur- 


ing the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) 
summit in Amman late Idst 
year. The cancellation. Mr. 
Sloan said, meant that 
Israel was free to consider 
supplies from other 
sources. 

The project involves two 
separate agreements. 
Under one accord signed 
with Qatar, Enron will 
develop a gasfield in the 
Gulf emirate and market 
the output. The second 
agreement calls for Israeli 
purchase of gas from 
Enron worth $2 billion 
every year. 

Jordan will host a $300 
million terminal at Aqaba 
to store and process the 
liquefied gas shipped from 
Qatar and pump it to Israel. 
The terminal will be a joint 
venture, with Enron pro- 
viding 50 per cent of the 
project cost and Jordan and 
Israel 25 per cent each. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said Sun- 
day that as far as Jordan 
was concerned, “the pro- 
ject is still on and our tech- 
nical committees are con- 
tinuing discussions on (the 
proposed terminal at 
Aqaba).” 

Enron's Sloan revealed 
Monday that Israel last 
month terminated the letter 
of intent which it signed in 
October 1995 in Amman to 


Israeli cabinet sidesteps decision on savings tax 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
cabinet sidestepped Mon- 
day a decision on a politi- 
cally sensitive tax on short- 
term savings, adopting 
only parr of the finance 
ministry’s proposed capital 
market reform package, 
officials said. 

The short-term savings 
tax was the key component 
of the reform, which aims 
to encourage long-term 
savings and boost the ailing 
stock and bond markets. 

“Senior officials on the 
level of directors-general 
from the Bank of Israel, the 


finance ministry, and the 
prime minister’s office will 
continue to debate the sav- 
ings tax issue for two 
weeks,” a finance ministry 
spokeswoman told 

Reuters. 

“Until then, no tax will be 
implemented," he said. 

Treasury sources said 
Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor was opposed to 
the compromise decision, 
reached after a marathon 
meeting of the cabinet that 
lasted into the pre-dawn 
hours on Monday. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 


Netanyahu, who took 
office last June with a 
promise not to raise taxes, 
led the cabinet majority in 
favour of the compromise. 

The spokeswoman said 
the two-week delay would 
also apply to a range of 
other measures tied to sav- 
ings. among them issues 
related to pension funds. 

The tax on savings of less 
than 10 years' duration has 
been openly opposed by 
Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel and the pow- 
erful director-general of the 
prime minister's office. 


Avigdor Liberman. 

Members of the commit- 
tee that recommended the 
measures said Sunday that 
without implementing die 
entire package. Israel's 
slumping stock and bond 
market had little prospect 
of recovery. 

The committee was led 
by finance ministry direc- 
tor-general David Brodett, 
who said he saw no alterna- 


tive to the proposed mea- 
sures. 

‘Failure to approve the 
Braden committee’s mea- 
sures will bring very nega- 
tive results to the bourse, 
because it will appear that 
the government has no 
intention of dealing with 
the capital market's prob- 
lem. the long-term prob- 
lem, in a serious manner,” 
committee member Amir 
Bamea told Israel Radio. 


buy gas exclusively from 
Qatar, but that it sent the 
Houston-based firm anoth- 
er letter saying it might 
still buy Qatari gas. 

“They said they are still 
interested in talking to us 
about gas supplies from 
Qatar.” he said. "Enron 
still has exclusivity mar- 
keting rights for Israel and 
Jordan from the (state-run) 
Qatar General Petroleum 
Corporation (QGPO." he 
was quoted as saying by 
Agence France Presse. 

Mr. Sloan did not say 
why Israel had changed its 
mind. 

"They are still very inter- 
ested in Qatari gas." Mr. 
Sloan earlier told dele- 
gates at a gas conference in 
Abu Dhabi. ."We have a 
heads of agreement on the’ 
table and we are continu- 
ing to proceed with that.’’ 

Mr. Sloan did not elabo- 
rate on the second letter 
that he said Enron received 
from Israel. 

Lender the Enron- Israel 
agreement signed in 
Amman, the company had 
180 days to finalise agree- 
ment with Qatar for the 
supply of at least two mil- 
lion tonnes a year of natur- 
al gas. The deal would be 
worth around S2 billion a 
year. 

The agreement gave 
Enron exclusivity in nego- 
tiations with Qatar during 
this 180-day period. 

According to an Israeli 
spokesman. Israel decided 
not to renew the agreement 
with Enron since no deal 
was reached with Qatar 
during the 180-day period. 
However, he stressed, this 
did not mean that Enron 
could not continue to nego- 
tiate with Israel towards 


reaching a deal. 

Mr. Sloan said Enron was 
planning to develop LNG 
from Qatar's oilfield for 
export to Aqaba in the first 
quarter of the year 2001. 

While the delay in final- 
ising a deal was officially 
cited as the reason behind 
the Israeli change of mind, 
observers said Israel 
appeared to be sending a 
political message to Qatar. 

Qatar and Oman have 
forged ahead of other Gulf 
states in establishing eco- 
nomic ties with Israel bur 
have stopped short of full 
diplomatic relations pend- 
ing the resolution of all 
Arab- Israeli conflicts. 

But Qatar said last month 
that it was freezing all 
moves to normalise rela- 
tions with Israel, including 
the opening of a trade 
office in Israel. The Qatari 
decision was linked to the 
stagnation in the peace 
process after the May elec- 
tion victory of right-wing 
leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu as prime minis- 
ter of Israel. 

Industry sources at the 
gas summit convening in 
Abu Dhabi told AFP that 
Qatari officials were 
annoyed at Israel’s deci- 
sion to terminate the deal 
with Enron. 

Mr. Sloan said he expect- 
ed Enron and QGPC to 
sign a deal to create a S2.5 
billion LNG plant before 
the end of the year. "I 
expect a 60/40 or a 65/35 
split participation with 
QGPC having the majori- 
ty.” he said. 

India. Israel and Jordan 
are the potential customers 
for this five-mi llion-tonne 
a year LNG plant, the third 
one in Qatar, he added. 


THAT SCRAMBLEO WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold end Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter io each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SBAAH 


THE RETTED HALF 


Ri« rtlachornon 


PALACE FOR SALE OR RENT 

Built especially for the owner; never used; 
excellent design and finishings; building area 
1 ,100 square metres. 

Because of the many other attractive features 
and details, interested persons should inspect 
the palace. Price after inspection. Priority will be 
given to embassies and large companies. 

Please call tel. 818862. 


Jordan Times 

Tel: 
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THE Daily Crossword 
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ACROSS 
1 Patisserie items 
5 — diem 

10 'Let — eat cake" 

14 Being: Lat. 

15 Oily liquid 

16 Sphere starter 

17 Chicago suburb 

19 Skip 

20 Rugged ridges 

21 Thrash 

23 Choler 

24 Deighton or 
Cariou 

25 Dep. 

27 Rule 

29 Missouri 
tributary 

1 31 Armyawakener 

34 One who 
maligns 

37 Not home 

38 Legal right 

39 Catch 

41 Imitate 
Demosthenes 

42 Kind of school: 
abbr. 

43 Thorough 

45 Depression in a 
bone 

47 "Our better — " 
(Wordsworth) 

48 Remove 

50 Salt 

51 Angel's delight: 
abbr. 

54 Harding or 
Rutherford 

56 Enlr'— 

(intermission) 

58 Santa's reindeer 

60 Clamping device 

62 City on the 
Mississippi 

64 Adam's 
grandson 

65 Pale 

66 Comedian 

Johnson 

67 Actor 
Auberjonois 

68 Conductor Solti 

69 Equal 


DOWN 
i Bicycle part 


fi [2 13 [4 ^■5 [G [7 |8 [9 ■■n0 - ni _ !12 |13 


“Did the cat wet on the carpet 
again or do I just smell our 
marriage going sour?” 


STATY 


GAYPIN 


INTYME 


Print answer here: 


THE COMPUTER 
RECIPE TURNEP 
OUT TO BE A 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LUNGE PAYEE CALICO UNFOLD 
Answer A long night at the pub can leave you - 
ALE-JNG 




Peanuts 


l25| 1 26 ^■27 


1 34 (35 |36 


1 39 | R0^B41 




1431 144 




151 ' |52 1 53 


1 61 ^■62 


by Wilson McBeath 

2 River into the 
Rhone 

3 Ruhr city 

4 Mo. 

5 Near the water 

6 "The Greatest" 

7 Split 

8 Cardin or Boulez 

9 Follow 

1 0 Even if, for short 

1 1 Author bom in 
Oak Park, IL 

12 Qatar VIP 

13 Minute arachnid 
1 8 Actor Nielsen 
22 — and tucker 
26 o'clock 

scholar" 

28 Patrols 

29 Betsy or Arnold 

30 Part of NAFTA 

32 Recent 

33 Gave the once- 
over 

34 Crown worn by 
Osiris 

35 Farm structure 

36 Noted governor 
of IL 

40 Hit hard 



Andy Capp 
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□BDDDQE9QQ UUUU\ 
□E9Q □□□ DQQ ■ 

■ HDQQQBHE3BQBI 
□□□□□□ □□□ QLSQI 
□□□□□ □□□ □□□□! 
□□□□ □□□ □□□□□! 
□□□□□□□□□□□a ■ 

■ QBE UW 
□□□□U □□□□□□□□! 
□UUQD QL3E9EJ QK1DJ 
□□DSD □□□□ □□□ 
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41 Lincoln Center 
offerings 
44 Dodging 

46 Driver's org. 

47 Bristly 

49 Scrawny animal 

51 Investment unit 

52 Parisian's 
income 


53 Command 

54 State firmly 

55 Supreme Court 
justices 

57 Resound 
59 Cuff 

61 Nautical dir. 

63 Prefix for plunk 
or Dloo 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 
IS 19% 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
.Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 191 You have evoy 
chance to bring your abil- 
ities and talents to the 
attention of bigwigs who 5 
can help. Later this 
evening will he good for 
discussing your career 
| activities with koowl- 
j cdge3ble persons for their 
advice. 

TAURUS: (April 2) to 
May 21) Be gende whb 
your mate tonight and can 
have romantic time 
together. Avoid expensive 
entertainment and come 
to a family agreement 
with your loved ones for 
recreational activities 
which will be fun. 
GEMINI: tMav 21 to 
June 21) Find the best 
today to get your ideas 
across to others and there- 
by you can be successful. 
Then see to it that all is 
harmonious at home later 
tonight so that everyone 
living under your roof arc 
content 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Raise 
your level of conscious- 
ness today and you can 
increase your abundance 
as a result of vour career 
activities. Be careful dri- 
ving on the highway later 
this evening so that you 
can enjoy yourself with 
close friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to' August 
21) You became inspired 
in days past and it contin- 
ues into today, so go 
ahead with that fine activ- , 
ity and you will gain suc- 
I cess and prestige as a 
result of your efforts. 
Later this evening have 
fun with close friends. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 ) You can 
visualise how to make 
your dreams come true 
today, however, later 
tonight don’t be forceful 
.to gain yaufcpwp way or 
you can find yourself dis- 
turbing close friends and 
fellow associates with 
your actions. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Pursue the 
personal wishes which 
motivate you today and 
gain them. Don’t permit 
anxiety to limit your, 
progress later this 
evening, then you canJP 
make this time more pro- 
ductive through your own 
efforts and desires. 
SCORPIO: (October 23. 
to November 21 ) Discuss 
with a bigwig today what 
your aims regarding the 
world really are and gain 
assistance for them. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to seek out those 
in authority and discuSs 
creative ideas you have 
developed. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You are newly 
inspired today and you : 
can accomplish much 
with your, career activi- 
ties. Take no risks with- 
your reputation by. 
invovlement in projects 
which you have an y sus- 
picion that they could not 
be proper. • C 

CAPRICORN: (Decent; 
ber 22 to January 20) Ge t? 
your bills together tOi 
determine if any are over-! : 
due and those which are; 
current. Do something 
which will greatly please 
your mate and he. or sk; 
will be very greatefuI.Rid' 
yourself of boredom in; 
the days ahead. 
AQUARIUS: (January. 

21 to February 19) Yds 
may get a favour from an 
influential .friend today, 
w be gracious about it 
and don’t act selfish-’ 
Don't allow initaipi^ 
bother you later tins 
evening and then yoa cari; 
meet with close friends 
for fun activities. . • ) 
PISCES: (Febniaiy 
March 20) You may : b£ 
drawn into unpleasant/ 
surroundings today, he®# 
ever, leave quickly imff-l*- 
safe. Make sure you driyk 
carefully which 
highway and thereby, 5§jC-'.’ 

have fun ai iec?8| 
tional activities withcfcw 
friends. 

Birthstone of October- 
Opal Toumtafine-YS 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AQABA — Businessmen 
and investors in Aqaba fault 
lack of “serious long-term 
planning" and marketing 
strategies for the drop in 
tourism profits registered in 
the first nine months of this 
year. 

The natural beauty of Jor- 


Aqaba tourist businesses charge poor 
government planning, marketing for slump 


. ; • ; nfti: 


i \Y>R\: 


dan s only port city is not 
enough to keep the tourism 
industry going, hoteliers and 
tourism agents say. com- 
plaining that the peace 
process is not bearing the 
promised fruits, and compe- 
tition with Israel is putting 
Jordanian products at a dis~- 
ad vantage in the tourism 
market. 

“As a maner of fact, the 


KL 


i F £? 


peace process did not bring 
us business, but it rather 
took ii away from us." hote- 
lier and tourism entrepre- 
neur William Sawalha told 
the Jordan Times. 

Though, according to 
media reports, tourism is 
declining throughout the 
Middle East because of 
regional instability and fresh 
conflicts. Aquha business- 
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men feel that lower trans- 
portation costs and higher 
flexibility in formulating 
more appealing and conve- 
nient offers mitigate the neg- 
ative impact of political cri- 
sis on the Israeli market. 

“Transportation costs are 
lower (in Israel), and agents 
have the power to adjust 
their prices to the demand." 
Mr. Sawalha said, noting 


that 45 charters fly up to 
6,000 tourists to Eilar every 
week. 

While occupancy rates are 
reportedly 60 per cent in 
Eilat, hoteliers in Aqaba reg- 
istered a Sharp drop in busi- 
ness in the first nine months 
of 1996. 

“Last year in this .same 
period our occupancy rate 
was 77 per cent, while cur- 


rently it is 50 per cent only." 
general manager of the 
Aqaba Holiday International 
Hotel Abdel Rahim Zaro 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

Complaining of a “general 
weakness in planning and 
marketing from the govern- 
ment’s side." Dr. Zaro added 
thar “Jordan needs to be pro- 
moted." 

He called for further coor- 
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Main Equity Indicics 
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• Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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dinadon between ihe public 
and private sector to achieve 
higher-standard planning, 
adding ditt "all the private 
associations and public 
institutions operating in the 
tourism sector should work 
as a team." 

Hoteliers also point to the 
need for creating tourism 
attractions in Aqaba and 
developing human resources 
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for the tourism industry 

"We ha\c lu develop r\ ..ier 
>pon facil'nics and I'llie: 
anrjctiuiis in order to con- 
vince the tourist** to siuv." 
Mr. Sawalha >aid. *a\ine 
that, in Aqaba, there i> tu»i 
c\cn out' single qualified 
Miimniing iiistiucior. 

Together with the Rojal 
Diving CenUc. vome hoi'eN 
in Aqaba provide diving 
courses held In qualified 
instiuctiirs. but there is not a 
sailing or wind surfing 
school . for example. 

Officials agree v. ith pri- 
\ate -ector businessmen on 
llie poor performances of 
lourisiu in Aqaba, though 
the Ministiy of Tourism has 
not made available exact fig- 
ures of i he number of 
toiiri.as who sisiied the Red 
Sea pi.*i'i cits tbs-. ;• ear. 

“N\'e know that the figures 
i related to the number of 
tourist*, ,md the \olume of 
profits) ;uv down, especially 
when compared with last 
\'c:ir’*t 'toariMU re’. enitOM." 
President »if the Aqaba 
Region Authority tARAt 
Faye/ Khasaw nch admitted. 

According to Mr. Kha- 
saw neh. Aqaba is su tiering 
mainlv from the had pub! ic- 
ily in ihc Western arena as a 
result of political events 
such as the Israeli attacks 
against south Lebanon, the 
Karak disorders, the recent 
LIS- Iraqi crisis and the 
bloody clashes between 
Israelis and Palestinians in 
ihe Wesi ban!.. 

"European u;u! .\meiic.hi 
'Oi'risis kiok ai the region ^ 

. nc." he -..'M. in'pr rve ;!u' 
a crisis m ...re *s imvi-. 
to arieci ioun**tn to another. 

According to Ministry of 
Tourism official statistics, 
the growth in the number of 
European and U.S. tourists 
to Jordan registered a sud- 
den plunge this year. The 
statistics show that die first 
nine months of 1995 regis- 
tered a growth rate of 2 ! per 
cent (in European tourists) 
and 15.6 (Americans) over 
1994 figures for the same 
period. In significant con- 
trast. the first nine months of 
1996 the ratios indicated a 
recession in die growth rate 
with 9.41 and 0.64 for ihe 
two groups respectively 
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Economic slowdown widens 
problem of bouncing cheques 

** OFFICIAL DATA issued by the Central Bank 
shows that a total of 248.600 cheques amounting to 
over JD261 million have bounced during the first 
seven months of this year. The number of cheques 
j and the amount were 14.4 per cent and 9.7 per cent 
higher than the figures registered during the same 
period of 1995. During the mouth of July alone, the 
number of cheques that bounced was 37.000 for a 
total amount of JD44.5 million, an increase of 20.2 
per cent over the amounr recorded in the same 
month of last year. . 

Bankers and economists linked the expanding 
phenomenon of returned cheques to the slow eco- 
nomic growth and pointed out the difficult econom- 
ic situation in general especially in marketing local- 
ly-manufactured as well as imported goods and 
'products. Facing liquidity shortage, businessmen 
were forced into writing cheques that_ were either 
post-dated or not having sufficient funds m the 
accounts (Ai Aswaq). 

Employment mechanism 
under review, Nasser says 


** ADMINISTRATIVE DEVELOPMENT Minis- 
ter Kamal Nasser assured job seekers registered at 
the Civil Service Bureau but now working else- 
where that they will not be disqualified from civil 
service job openings but that priority will be given 
to those registered and not employed. Noting that 
many who ‘have applied for government jobs at the 
bureau have been employed by the private sector or 
elsewhere. Dr. Nasser said that a new policy will be 
adopted towards those persons from next year 
because they are preventing others (the jobless.) 
from the chance of being employed. 

Dr Nasser revealed that the bases ior employment 
tand the mechanism for registering applications 
I* were under review in order to arrive at a fprmula 
thar would combine qualifications, productivity and 
justice. In this context, he noted that starting next 
year there will be no employment except for 
humanitarian cases only (Al Aswaq). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, i 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
^ Fax: 810520 / 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 


EM 


Jahul Amman - Rainbow, sir, 

Td : 625407. • 
Amman Jordan 



Gems of the world . AH birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop year odour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

• JUMBO photo 
thm 30 % Imrpmr 


• From ooimrp i 
AHUit 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani-* Opp- Grindl 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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AUTOKENTAL. 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


’Eaniiuf; iht: right to serveyau. 
Each and cn'rv time. " 


Call 858874 / 5 


NO 1 

V FOR 

Xrent 

l \ FLATS 
% NVILLAS 

N \ 

I \ 

g SERVICES\ 
BYBLOS 


FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 




SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
CASTRONOMY 
Sc 






Happq 

‘pati&zerUc 

SoufiA & SaiaeU (tyc 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 AM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

t Ttthti uthalna 

behind San Rock 
Hotel 


TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION COLL 
667171/6 - 676141/4 
E»t. 223 


70. 


CU E S TAT E 


I For details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fa x. 864231 

<5 

CROwn fioiCL 

OLYMPIC SIZE A 
SWIMMING POOL^k JA 

•TENNIS COURT r C * V. 

•health club / 


• Sauna & jacu, 


Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 




Leonardo da Vinci 
Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
j Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner: 7:30 ■ 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Paring 
Reservation Required 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman 


(ri 


OLVOTPIA 

HOTE L APARTM ENTS 

THE IDEM ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES. 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE J9S5 

SPECIAL prices 
Itor longterm - stayJ 


MUBO 

DOLLAR 

non a car 

Make Car 


Shmeisani 

Tei. 693399 


-FOR YOUR 




Calltels 


i 667171 exf. 223 M 

















io Sports 

Yankees reach World Series 


BALTIMORE (Ri — The 
New York Yankees exploded 
for six runs on three homers 
in the third inning Sunday to 
beat the Baltimore Orioles 
6-4 and reach their first 
World Series since 1981. the 
home runs — by Jim 
Leyritz, Cecil Fielder and 
Darryl Strawberry — were 
more than enough for Andy 

Pertitte, who pitched eight 
strong innings as the 
Yankees closed out the 
American League 

Championship Series 
(ALCS), four games to one. 

Including this series, the 
Yankees were an amazing 9- 
0 at Baltimore's Camden 
Yards this year. 

“I got three hits in die 
series and got a lot of 
mileage — eight RBIs.” said 
Fielder, traded to the 
Yankees mid-season by the 
woeful Detroit Tigers. “I 
think I earned my money. 
Usually I'm home playing 
with the kids now. But this is 
better.” 

Pettitte. the leading candi- 
date for the AL Cy Young 
award as the league's best 
pitcher with 21 games' this 
season, allowed just three 
hits, including solo homers 
to Todd Zeile in the sixth and 
Eddie Murray in the eighth. 

“1 can’t believe this," 
Pettitte said. "It’s only my 
second year. I was throwing 
fastballs and trying to get 
ahead of the hitters." 

The Orioles made it close 
in the ninth when John 
Weiteland allowed a leadoff 
walk to Zeile and Bobby 
Bonilla hit a two-run homer 
with two outs. But Cal 
Ripken grounded to short 
and the long throw from 
Derek Jeter beat a diving 
Ripken at first base for the 
final out. 

Losing manager Davey 
Johnson said: “I’m proud of 
them. They fought back all 
year. They fought back today 
and we got close in the 
ninth." 

Yankees’ ' centerfielder 
Bemie Williams — 2 for 5 
j Sunday — was named the 
/.most valuable player in the 
.ALCS. He hit safely in all 
'nine post-season games and 
.474 in .the five games 
against Baltimore with two 
home runs and six RBL 

"Awesome.” he said. "Joe 
torre talked about nothing 
but the world series all year.” 

The Yankees, baseball’s 
most storied franchise, will 
appear in their record 34th 
World Series when they host 
either Atlanta or St. Louis in 
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Members of the New York Yankees jump on the pile as they celebrate their .American 
League Championship win over the Baltimore Orioles in game five of the American 
League Championship Series in Baltimore's Camden Yards. The Yankees won the 
game 6-4 (Reuters photol 


game one of the 1 996 series 
next Saturday night. The 
Yankees’ last appearance 
was in 1981 when they lost 
to the Los Angeles Dodgers 
in six games. 

The man who waited the 
longest for ;i trip to base- 
ball's showcase was Yankees 
manager Joe Tone, who has 
participated In 4,272 games 
as a player and manager and 
will now be part of his first 
World Series. 

It has been a difficult sea- 
son for Torre, who endured 
the death of one brother and 
brother Frank desperately 
awaits a heart transplant. “If 
Frank’s heart isn't better 
after this, nothing would 
make it better,” Tone said. 
“The guys put their egos on 
the back burner and allowed 
me to juggle players who 
had been regualars and stars 
elsewhere 

“Our bullpen won it. When 
we got to the seventh inning 
with the lead, the game was 


All three homers were 
allowed by Scott Erickson, 
who became the first pitcher 
in ALCS history to surrender 
three homers in an inning. 
But Erickson might have 
escaped serious damage if 
not for a key error by second 
baseman Roberto Alomar, 
who won his sixth straight 
gold glove as the league’s 
best defensive player last 
week. 

Leyritz homered to right 
on a 3-2 pitch to open the 
third and Jeter singled to 
centre with one out. Wade 
Boggs reached on an infield 
sin|te •' 'before • •• Bemie 
Williams' hit a grounder that 
went through Alomar’s legs, 
allowing Jeter io score. 
Boggs was thrown out at 
home on a fielder’s choice 
grounder. 

Fielder then unloaded a 
three-run homer to left. He 
was just 3-for-18 in the 
series but drove in eight 
runs. 

Strawberry followed with a 


mammoth homer to centre 
field on a 2-2 pitch. It was 
his third homer in two 
games. 

Erickson lasted five 
innings, allowing seven hits. 

The Orioles set a Major- 
League record with 257 
homers this season. But the 
Yankees won the long-ball 
battle this series. The 
Yankees hit the third-lowest 
number of homers in the AL 
this season (162} before 
going deep 10 times in the 
series. 

Baltimore hit nine homers 
' in the series. ' 

The Yankees won the 
series opener controversial- 
ly. when Jeter was allowed a 
home run after a fan inter- 
fered with the ball. But New 
York left little doubt as to its 
superiority by winning the 
final three games of the 
series at Camden Yards. The 
Yankees won all nine games 
in Baltimore this season. 


Cardinals beat Braves to lead series 3-1 


ST. LOUIS (R) — Brian 
Jordan hit a home run in the 
bottom of the eighth inning, 
and the St. Louis Cardinals 
rallied from three runs down 
to beat the Atlanta Braves 4-- 
3 Sunday to move within 
one win of the World Series. 

Jordan, who played foot- 
ball for the Atlanta Falcons 
from 1989-91. lined a 2-1 
pilch from Greg McMichaei 
over the fence in left-centre 
field for his second post-sea- 
son homer. 

Dennis Eckersley made it 
stand up, setting down the 
last three Braves in the ninth 
after Jermaine Dye led off 
with a double. He got pinch- 
hitter Luis Polonia on a 
popout to second baseman 
Luis Alicea and struck out 
pinch-hitter Terry Pendleton 
and Marquis Grissom. 

The Cardinals have a sur- 
prising three games to one 
lead over the defending 
World Series champions and 
can wrap up the best-of- 
seven National League 
championship series 

Monday night in St. Louis. 

"Everytime we need some- 
one to step up we get it,” 
said Royee Clayton, who 
beat out an infield hit to tie 
the game for the Cardinals in 
the seventh inning. ‘Tonight 
it was (Jordan's) turn, andhe 





Atlanta Braves pitcher Denny N eagle, pictured in a triple exposure, delivers a pitch 
during third inning play in game four of the National League Championship series 
against the Atlanta Braves . SL Louis defeated Atlanta 4-3 (Reuters photo ) 


came through big time." 

For most of the game, the 
Braves appeared to regain 
the formula that propelled 
them to five straight post- 
season appearances. 

Denny Neagle. acquired in 
August from Pittsburgh, 
held St. Louis to one hit over 
six innings as Atlanta built a 
3-0 lead/ 

He eoi the first two outs in 


the seventh before John 
Mabry singled and Tom 
Pagnozzi walked. Neagle told 
manager Bobby Cox he was 
tired and Cox brought in 
McMichaei. 

Cardinals’ manager Tony 
La Russa said. "We were 
watching (Neagle I very close- 
ly and we could see him start- 
ing to change. And obviously, 
they saw the same thing.” 


The Cardinals wasted no 
time getting to McMichaei. 

Rookie pinch-hitter Dmitri 
Young, hitless in his only pre- 
vious post-season at-bat, 
lined a triple to the gap in left- 
centre for his first career 
extra-base hit. Pinch-hitler 
Luis Alicea walked and 
Clayton beat out an infield 
hit, bringing home young 
with the tying run. 


FIFA says 
Korea and 
Japan 
moving 
apart on 
World Cup 

LONDON (R) — FIFA 
General Secretary Sepp 
Blatter has said the deep 
divisions between South 
Korea and Japan are 
hampering the build-up 
to the 2002 World Cup 
finals to be jointly staged 
by the two countries. 

In an interview in 
November’s world soc- 
cer magazine. Blatter 
said: T must say that the 
countries are not only 
not coming closer, it’s 
quite the opposite. They 
are moving further apart. 
This is not the marriage 
we want." 

FIFA, world soccer's 
governing body, awarded 
the finals jointly to both 
countries in May. It was 
a decision fraught with 
problems bearing in 
mind the historic ani- 
mosity between the two 
nations — and those 
problems are worrying 
FIFA now. 

Blatter said in the inter- 
view: “There is no point 
in looking back over all 
the manoeuvring, even 
the politics of intimida- 
tion before the executive 
committee’s meeting in 

May. ' . m 

“What with holidays 
and other engagements it 
has been difficult enough 
to arrange even a date 
and venue for a meeting , 
between the representa- 
tives of the two countries 
who may not be the best 
of friends. 

“And this is even 
before we come to the 
substantive issues." 

All sides are due to 
meet in Zurich on 
November 6 and Blatter 
says that before then 
FIFA intends to meet 
both Japanese and 
Korean officials to dis- 
cuss how they plan to 
work together. 

But he added: “It won’t 
be easy. They cannot 
even agree on the shape 
of the tournament. 

“Japan, for instance, 
wants perhaps 40 teams 
in the finals so they have 
more matches in their 
cities — but the Koreans 
want only (32 teams) < 
because they have envis- 
aged only main host 
cities hosting matches.” 
Among many other 
matters still to be decid- 
ed is where the final will 
be played. One sugges- 
tion was for Japan and 
South Korea to play each 
other, with the winner 
deciding the venue. 
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Los Angeles, D.C. United 
advance to MLS final 


KANSAS CITY (R) — The Los Angeles 
Galaxy and D.C. United qualified for the 
Major League soccer championship game 
by winning their respective, conference 
titles over the weekend. 

United was the first to clinch by defeating 
the Tampa Bay Mutiny 2-1 on Saturday to 
win the best-of-three Eastern Conference 
final series, two games to none. The Galaxy 
also won the Western Conference series in 
two games, edging the Kansas City 2-1 on 
Sunday. 

The championship game will be played in 
Foxboro. Mass, on Sunday. 

The Galaxy outlasted the wiz in a 
shootout 3-1 after playing to a M tie in 
regulation in Kansas City. Preki had given 
Kansas City a 1-0 lead, putting in a rebound 
of his own penalty kick after he was pulled 
down in the penalty area by Greg Vanney in 
the 69th minute. 

Vanney. a rookie defender, atoned for his 
mistake and equalised eight minutes later. 

Salvadoran Mauricio Cienguegos con- 
verted the game-winning shot in the tie- 
breaker after teammates "Robin Fraser and 
Vanney had scored. Paul Wright tallied for 
the wiz. Los Angeles goalkeeper David 
Kramer, who replaced Jorge Campos in 
goal when the Mexican International went 
to forward in the 73rd minute, stopped shots 
by Preki and Mike Sorber and forced Mark 
Chung to shoot wide right. 


Vanney. who finished with five goals in 
the regular season, connected for the gan^. 
winner in the Galaxy s 2-1 triumph ja 
Pasadena. Calif, on Wednesday night Chris 
Annas had lifted Los Angeles into a 14 
lead in the 48th minute before Preki tied it 
several minutes later. 

In Tampa on Saturday. Salvadoran Rau] 

Diaz Arce broke a 1-1 tie in the 82nd 
minute to lift united io its fifth victory in sh 
matches over the Mutiny, which captured 
the regular-season Eastern Conference title. 

Rookie midfielder Steve Ralston had 
given Tampa Bay a 1-0 advantage ia the 
J4th minute, but United drew even on a 
goal by defensive midfielder Richie 
Williams, who set up Arce’s score in the 
49th minu ! e. 

Arce recorded a hat-trick to power United 
to a 4-1 win in the series opener on 
Thursday in Washington, D.C. As the 
Mutiny played without both Colombian lliFst* 
midfielder Carlos Valderrama and Canadian [jO * ■ 
midfielder Frank Yallop. who had coouni£ 
ments to their respective national teams I i 

World Cup qualifying matches.. N] i I * 

After Arce and Tampa Bay’s Roy Lassiter • 
traded first-half goals. United broke the 
game open with three scores within a six- 
minute span. Steve Rammel snapped the 1- 
I tie in the 54th minute before Arce put 
home a pair of insurance goals in the 58th 
and 60th minutes. 


Hill negotiates speedy interviews 


TOKYO (R) — New 

Formula One world cham- 
pion Damon Hill sped 
through hours of press 
interviews on Monday, 
negotiating slippery' ques- 
tions about his future with 
the same skill he showed in 
winning the title. 

Hill refused to rise to bait- 
ed questions about whether 
in his moment of glory he 
felt bitter about his rejection 
by the Williams team as its 
driver next season when he 
had won them a world title. 

He spent more than four 
hours in the Reuter 
Television studio in Tokyo 
answering almost non-stop 
questions from more than a 
dozen 1 mairtly British news 
organisations in live radio 
and television broadcasts. 

“I feel no bitterness 
towards Williams. It was 
their decision. I didn’t want 
to go but they thought it 


was for the best and that’s 
life," Hill said. “I'm mov- 
ing on and that’s the end of 
the story.” 

T wish them well and am 
glad I could leave them on 
die right note in winning 
my last race for them," he 
added. 

The 36-year-old Briton 
wrapped up the title on 
Sunday when he won the 
Japan Grand Prix at 
Suzuka. His nearest rival 
Jacques Villeneuve, also 
driving a Williams, lost his 
chance of glory when he 
retired with 15 laps to go. 

Hill said he went into the 
race determined to take the 
lead from the start to take 
the pressure off himself and 
putit on Villeneuve. . . 

"I concentrated extra hard 
on the start and it paid off,” 
Hill said. 

Hill said his concentration 
faltered for several laps 


when he learned Villeneuve 
had pulled out, effectively 
handing him the title. 

T had to pull myself back 
together and then I focused 
on winning the race and not 
letting up,” Hill said. 

Hil! said the world title, 
following those of his father 
Graham in 1962 and 1968. 
was a dream moment an' 
he felt like celebrating until 
Christmas. 

"Nothing has stopped 
since I got out of the car a- 
Suzuka.” he said. Looking 
into the future. Williams 
said his new team TWR 
arrows had the potential to 
win some races next year 
but he stopped short of fore- 
casting another world title 
for himself,. . 

“It won’t be easy to 
defend the title," he said. 
“We have a lot of hard work 
to do but I'm excited abom 
the challenge." 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

For a small international organisation recently established in Amman to assist the director. 
Following qualifications are required: 

1 . Appropriate experience as an executive secretary. A- 

2. Excellent command of English and Arabic; French language would be an asset. 

3. Advanced computer skills. 

4. Appropriate college degree. 

5. Excellent knowledge of all office routines, and ai^ability to optimise office efficiency 
using computer technology. Familiarity with the : Internet will be an asset. 

6. Must possess excellent communication skills and excellent interpersonal skills. 

7. Must have an international perspective and an ability to work in diverse cultural 
settings. 

We offer competitive salary, pleasant working environment, and a 12 month contract with a 
possibility of renewal. 

Qualified candidates, please send CV with recent photo, and names and phone numbers of 
3 professional work referees addressed to: 

Executive Secretary Position 
P.O. Box 5426. 


An International Organisation in Amman 

seeks talented and qualified candidates 


The applicants should possess 
following attributes: 

* Fluency in English and Arabic 

* Exposure to the markets 

* Exposure to international trademarks 

* Strong interpersonal skills 

Minimum requirements 

* B A Degree UK or US ONLY 

* A valid driver licence and a car 


* Excellent career prospects 

* Competitive remuneration packages 

" All applications will be handled with strict confidentiality 

Please send CVs by mail: 

Personnel Department {G. T ) 

P.O.Box 921100, Amman - 11192, Jordan 

or by fax: 

603-743 


most of the 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


TEL-677420 


i y PHILADELPHIA / 

Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 , 


PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:p0 


CONCORD 


CONCORD "1" 

Demi Moore 
& Gary Oldman ... in 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

FRENCH KISS at 6:30 p.m 
HEAT at 3:30 & 8:45 p.m 


/ Aamoun Theatre & Cinemaa V Nahi 1 - ,, ■ , 

y TEL 618274 - 618275 ~ * TEL 625155 Thfia v^ 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad PRESENTS 

theatre group in the play entitled THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Five-Star Government A, a u u . . '.'ll 

Starring comedians: A ^b Human RigWg 

Mahmoud Saimeh a+ Q . 0 n * ™ 

& Hussein Tubishat At 8.30 p.m. 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. F° r reser vation please can 

^ 1 625155-640155 j 


Play starts 8:30 p.m. 
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Wihdat climb atop standings 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Wihdat 
Monday took the lead atop 
the Kingdom's Premier 
League soccer standing 
when they beat A1 Hussein 
2 - 0 . 

The replayed match was 
played starting in the 42nd 
minute with titleholders Ai 
Wihdat leading 1-0. The 
match had been halted by 
the referee last week afte’r 
technical irregularities. The 
Jordan Soccer Federation 
then ruled that the match be 
resumed without specta- 
tors. 

The win put Al Wihdat in 
the lead with IS points fol- 
lowed by Al Ahli. Al Faisal i 


and AJ Hussein. 

Two more matches 
remain before the first leg 
of the competition con- 
cludes on Friday Oct. IS. 


Al Qoqazi play Shabab Al 
Hussein Wednesday while 
Al Wihdat still still have a 
match left against Al FaisaJi 
Friday. 


f interview 
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Horse endurance race to 
start from Mouaqqar Friday 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Over 215 entries will be 
fighting it out in the Jordanian desert in 
Friday’s endurance race to be held as pan 
of this year’s Arabian Horse Festival. 

Organised by the Jordanian Arabian 
Horse Society, the race will be held under 
the patronage of Crown Prince of Dubai 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben Rashed Al Mak- 
toum. 

This year's race includes die biggest 
number of overall competitors to take 
part in an endurance race, as well as the 
highest number of female participants at 


14. 

The event is SO kilometres long and will 
start 3km off Mouaqqar. The participants 
will pass through the desert castles of 
Harranah. and Amra and will finish at Al 
Azraq resthouse after passing through 
four stops for rest veterinary checks. 

Emirates Airlines are again sponsoring 
the event with the first two prizes being 
Nissan Patrol cars. The third place finish- 
er will get JD 19.000, The fourth 
JD 17.000. The rest of the prizes will also 
be in cash going down from JD 1 5.000 for 
the fifth place finisher to JD 2,850 to the 
20th. 


Violence mars Zamalek’s 
Champions’ Cup tie in Tunisia 


ETARY 


JOHANNESBURG <R» — 
Egyptian club Zamalek 
made another violent return 
to Tunisia as fighting marred 
their African Champions’ 
Cup defeat by CS Sfaxien 
Sunday. 

- • - The match' was stopped 
twice after pliyers traded 
punches as CS Sfaxien 
scraped a 1-0 win in the 
semifinal, first leg tie at their 
home ground. 

The match was one of six 
semifinal, first leg matches 
played in the three African 
club competitions at the 
weekend. 

Zamalek. who were 
• -^involved in ugly on-field 

- 'fighting when they lost to 
Tunisian club Esperance in 
Tunis in the 1994 Champi- 
ons’ Cup final, had defender 
Nabil Mohamed sent off for 
a vicious elbow jab on an 
opponent that sparked off a 
two-minute stoppage in the 
second-half. 

There was another break of 
some four minutes later after 
Medhat Abdelhadi brought 


down Sfaxien's Tunisian 
international Skander 
Souyeh and conceded a 
penalty with 10 minutes left 
to play. 

The awarding of the penal- 
ty led to more on-field fight- 
-iing . and spectators .rained 


Sodigraf of Zaire in their 
African Cup Winners’ Cup 
tie. 

Two former Cup Winners' 
Cup holders Arab Contrac- 
tors of Egypt and 
Cameroon's Canon Yaounde 
.njel. .in ihcir.?pniipnal. 4 ifi on 


AFRICAN SOCCER 


down plastic bottles on to the 
pitch. 

Souyeh converted the spot 
kick to give his side a narrow- 
lead to take to the Egyptian 
coastal city of Alexandria for 
the return match on October 
27. 

A vital away goal by Sam 
Pam ensured a 1-1 draw for 
Nigeria's shooting stars in 
the other Champions' Cup 
semifinal on Friday against 
Algeria's JS Kabylie in 
Algiers. 

The match was the first of 
two back-to-back Cup ties at 
rhe July 5th stadium, which 
later saw- CR Belouizdad 
also held to a 1-1 draw by 


tion & 


all 0 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANKAH H1RSCH 
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Q. 1 - As Suuih. vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K7 <T95 4 ->Q 9 84 *K74 2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1< Dbl Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - You have name useful values. 

L and game is not out of the question. 
1 Since nine tricks at no trump are 
’ more likely than 1 1 at clubs, we 
would scratch & two-club response 
in favor of tho more aggressive 
takeout to one no trump. 

Q. 2 - East-Wetd vulnerable. ns 
South you hold: 

*10 98 TK J 8 7 ':-64 *KJ75 

The bidding hat. proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
l-> 17 ? 

What action do you take" 

A - Your trumps are not good 
enough for a double, and il might 
seem that your hand is a little light 
for one no trump. However, your 
honors behind the upponent’a suit 
are worth more than Lheir actual 
count, so we would bid one no 
trump without any qualms. 

Q. 3 ■ Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*Void 7KJ97 4 CQ J 8 63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Pass 17 1* 

27 2* 3* Pbb * 

47 Paw ? 

What action do you take: 

A - Yog have made your slam try 
by Cue-bidding three spades, and 
u, partner had many ways M coopt-r- 
* ate. Instead, North chose tn sign oil 
by simply rebidding four hearts. 
Respect partner’s decision ?nd pass. 

Q. 4 - Both vulnerable as South 
you hold: 

*B 7KQ1094 CAQ63 *AK9 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS 

What do you bid now? 


The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

17 1* 24- 2* 

A ■ A powerful hand has gotten 
even better with each bid in the 
auction. No club raise now would do 
the hand justice Our suggestion is 
that you first bid three diamonds, 
then follow with a dub raise, 
preferably jumping iT it dooi noL 
take you beyond game 

Q.5 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*{£1076 7Q7 -MO 86 3 *876 

The bidding ha* proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

IT- la Pass Paw 

Obi 27 Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A - In spite of Wcsl's announced 

strength, your vulnerable partner 
has introduced a new suit at the 
two-level. You were on the verge of 
a voluntary raise at your first turn. 
Now, a correction to two spades 
might sound like a simple prefer- 
ence With an honor in each of part- 
ner's suits and four-card support for 
the fi ret. jump U) three spades. 
Partner cannot possibly play you 
fi->r more. > 

Q, 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A K 10 8 3 795 $109 7 6 *52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Paw I* Paw 

2NT Pim ■ 

Who l do you bid now” 

A - You are certainly (Wtng to 
game, but the cumbincd holding 
could play better in a suil Bid three 
diamond* now. That gives partner 
the opportunity to ihnw three-card 
spade support, bid three no trump 
or proceed to a high-Jovel diamond 
contract. 


Friday with .Arab Contrac- 
tors winning 2- 1 at home. • 

A late goal from Essido 
ensured a fighting chance for 
Canon in the return match in 
Yaounde in two weeks’ time. 

Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) Cup holders 
Eioile Sahel of Tunisia won 
2-0 in their semifinal, first 
leg match against Vita Club 
of Zaire in Sousse on Satur- 
day. 

Riad Jelassi scored an 
early goal for the hosts and 
Imed Ben Younes added a 
vital second midway through 
the second-half. 

Kawkab Marrkesh of 
Morocco scored the biggest 
win of the weekend’s match- 
es with Redaoui scoring a 
hat-trick in their 4-1 home 
victory over Kenya Brew- 
eries on Sunday. 

The return legs will all be 
played on the weekend of 
October 25-27. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 15, 1996 


11 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

Wihdut 

8 

5 

'y 


14 

4 

18 

Ahli 

9 

4 

4 

1 

20 

11 

16 

Faisali 

8 

4 

4 

_ 

15 

6 

16 

Hussein 

9 

4 

4 

1 

13 

8 

16 

! Ramthu 

9 

4 

o 

7 

11 

7 

15 

| Qadissieh 

9 

2 

5 


14 

14 

1! 

; S. Al Hussein 

8 

1 

4 

3 

S 

12 

7 

1 Jazireh 

9 

1 

3 

5 

4 

10 

6 

Kufrsoum 

9 

_ 

4 

5 

5 

19 

4 

! Qoqazi 

8 

- 

2 

6 

6 

19 

0 

“ 1 

* Shabab Al Hussein 

plav 

Qoqazi Wednesday while Al 

\Widhat meet At Faisui Friday 
poned matches 

in the league ’s two 

■Sj 


Makinen 
crashes in 
San Remo 
Rally 


GUBBIO. Italy (R) — 
Tommi Makinen. newly- 
crowned world champion, 
crashed on the first stage of 
the San Remo Rally Mon- 
day and his injured co-dri- 
ver was flown to hospital. 

The Finn rolled his Mit- 
subishi heavily just 500 
metres into the rally and 
went out of the race. 

Makinen. who said he 
had misjudged a comer, 
was unhurt but co-driver 
Scppo Haijanne injured his 
back and was taken by heli- 
copter to hospital where he 
was detained for an X-ray. 

The first stage was can- 
celled after another Finn, 
Jarmo Kvtolehto. crashed 
his Ford within sight of the 
start. 

Italy’s Andrea Dallavilla 
took the race lead in his- 
Toyota after setting the 
fastest time in the second 
test. 

“It was a big surprise to 
me because I have a prob- 
lem with the brakes and I 
drove 17 kilometres with a 
puncture.” Dallavilla. lead- 
ing a world championship 
rally for the first time, said. 

The San Remo Rally is 
the eighth round of the 
World Championship. 


UEFA Cup preview 

Depleted Moenchengladbach 
play Monaco today 


PARIS (AFP) — Borussia 
Moenchengladbach must 

deal with multiple 
absences on Tuesday as 
they attempt to lift morale 
with a win against Monaco 
in the UEFA Cup second 
round on Tuesday. 

Moenchengladbach, who 
were beaten 1-0 by 
Freiburg on Friday, are 
definitely without defend- 
er Michael Klinkert and 
midfielders Karlheinz 
Pflipsen and Romanian 
loan Lupescu. 

And there are signs that 
Christian Hochstaetter and 
Dutch striker Max Humb- 
erts could also miss the 
match. 

Club official RoJf Ruess- 
man reported a “very’ 
organised and technically 
strong team” after watch- 
ing Monaco, who will be 
without suspended Franck 
Dumas on Tuesday, draw 
0-0 with Bastia at the 
weekend. 

Valencia, who put out 
holders Bayern Munich in 
the first round, travel to 
Slavia Prague, whose side 
has been broken up since 
they reached last year's 
UEFA Cup semi-final. The 
Czech side are also with- 
out the suspended Martin 


Penicka for the match. 

Depleted Sporting Lis- 
bon. who beat French 
opponents Montpellier in 
the first round, are without 
Dominguez, Cruz and 
Pedrosa for another trip to 
France — this time to 
Metz. They go into the 
match having lost 1-0 at 
home to FC Porto in the 
league this weekend. 

Metz also have their 
problems. Brazilian mid- 
fielder Isuias has pulled his 


right hamstring and is 
unavailable for three 
weeks. 

Midfielder Cyril Serred- 
szum has a knee problem. 
And defender Philippe 
Gaillot has an injured 
ankle. 

Having lost to Paris Saint 
Germain at the weekend. 
Joel Muller is set to change 
his side with Robert Pires 
back from suspension and 
in for disappointing 
Stephane Adam. 


UEFA Cup 2nd round matches 


Tuesday 

Dinamo Tbilissi (Geo) 

Legia Varsovie (Pol) 

Siavia Prague (Cze) 

Vitoria Guimaraes fPor) 
Karlsruhe (Ger) 

Helsingborg iSwe) 

Espanyol (Spa) 

Fc Brugge (Bel) 

B. Moenchengladbach (Ger) 
Inter Milan (Ita) 

Aberdeen (Sco) 

[Fc Metz (Fra) 
jFerencvaros (Hun) 

Schalke 04 (Ger) 

Lazio Rome (Ita) 

Wednesday 
Hamburg (Ger) 

(Second Legs October 29) 


Boavista (Por) j 

Besiktas Istanbul (Tur) . 

Valencia (Spa) " j 

Anderlecht (Bel) ; 

As Roma (Ita) | 

Neuchatel Xamax (Swi) j 

Feyenoord Rotterdam i Ned) | 
National Bucharest (Rom) j 

Monaco (Fra) j 

Casino Graz (Aut) ! 

Broendby (Den) j 

Sporting Portugal (Por) i 

Newcastle (Eng) j 

Trabzonspor (Tur) { 

Tenerife (Spa) 


Spartak Moscow (Rus.i 


AS Roma, who ham- 
mered AC Milan 3-0 in the 
Italian League, make a trip 
to Karlsruhe, while New- 
castle. who shot io the top 
of the Premiership at the 
weekend, are England’s 
sole representatives" in the 
competition and face Hun- 
gary's Ferencvaros. 

The Hungarian side is 
without suspended Zoltan 
Jagodics and Dejan Milo- 
vanovics. 

Anderlecht. who lost 4-0 
to Saint Trend in the Bel- 
gian League at the week- 
end, take on Portugal’s 
Vitoria Guimaraes. who 
must do without suspend- 
ed Marco Freilus. 

Inter Milan, who took 
over on top of the Italian 
League at the weekend, 
have an easy tie on paper 
against Austria's Casino 
Graz, who are without sus- 
pended Gregor Poetscher. 

Lazio, one of the 
favourites in the competi- 
tion, are without Guiseppe 
Signori lor the home 
match against Spanish side 
Tenerife" while Bemd 
Hollerbach and Markus 
Schupp are out of Ham- 
burg's match against Spar- 
tak Moscow — the only 
Wednesday game. 


Ronaldo earns ovation as Barcelona pull out all the stops 


PARIS (AFP) — Barcelona 
continued to set a searing 
pace at the top of the Span- 
ish first division when they 
came away 5-1 winners 
from Compostela where 
their Brazilian striker 
Ronaldo turned in another 
superb performance to earn 
a standing ovation from the 
home fans. 

The result enabled Bobby 
Robson’s side to surge two 
points clear of Deportivo 
and old rivals Real Madrid. 

In Italy. Inter Milan beat 
Piacenza 2-0 thanks to goals 
from Marco Branca and 
French international Youri 
DjorkaefF, to climb to the 
top of the table after fron- 
trunners AC Milan and 
Juventus crashed to shock 
defeats. 

But it wasn't all plain sail- 
ing for inter. Their England 
midfielder Paul Ince was 
sent off after just 37 min- 
utes. 

Ince, who cost Inter seven 
million pounds ($10.5mil- 
lion) when he arrived from 
Manchester United last 
summer, was shown the red 
card after apparently lashing 
out at Piacenza's Gianpietro 
Piovani as they waited for a 
comer. Ironically Piovani 
was also sent off in the 
dying seconds of the game 
for elbowing. 

Brazilian midfielder 
Leonardo scored the only 
goal as French first division 


leaders Paris Saint Germain 
beat Metz 1-0 away to keep 
their seven point lead over 
champions Auxerre who 
beat visiting Lens by the 
same scoreline. 

The Paris side, who failed 
to win the 1996 league title 
despite having a 10 point 
lead before Christmas, are 
being chased hard by the 
pack and only six points 
separate Auxerre from the 
14th-placed club. 

In Germany, striker Jurgen 
Klinsmann led his Bayern 
Munich side from the front 
on Saturday, scoring two of 
his side’s goals in an 
impressive 4-2 triumph over 
Cologne. 

The result lifted Bayern to 
second place behind 
Stuttgart who stay top on 
goal difference despite 
drawing 2-2 away to strug- 
gling Hansa Rostock. 

Barcelona's magic won 
them the admiration of the 
Compostela supporters who 
were particularly impressed 
by visiting striker Ronaldo. 

The South American 
scored two of the Barcelona 
goals and had a hand in two 
others and after the match 
the Compostela manager 
likened him to the legendary 
Pele. 

Compostela were rocked 
back on lheir heels in the 
first sixty seconds when 
Ronaldo's first cross of the 
match was defelecced into 


the net by home defender. 
William. The second 
Barcelona goal was not long 
in coming, however. Ronal- 
do sending a perfect through 
ball to compatriot Giovanni 
who slotted home in the 
16th minute. 

Barcelona went 3-0 clear 
just before half-time. Ronal- 
do. the ball glued to his boot 
chaining out of his own half, 
and shaking off a series of 
tackles before picking his 
spot to blast past unhappy 
home goalkeeper Fernando 
Peralta. 

Ronaldo scored again 
early in the second-half after 
racing onto a ball from Luis 
Figo and Figo then added a 
fifth. 

Nigerian international 
Christopher Often salvaged 
a Jate goal for Compostela 
with a diving header. 

Deportivo left things late 

— Brazilian midfielder 
Donato scoring the only 
goal in the away match at 
Oviedo in the dying sec- 
onds. 

And disappointing Real 
Madrid had to settle for a 2- 
2 draw at Racing Santander 

— all the goals coming in 
the last twenty minutes and 
Real twice comi ng from 
behind. 

In a scrappy game. San- 
tander’s Russian forward 
Vladimir Beschasinykh put 
his side clear after finally 
breaking the offside trap and 


flicking the ball over Real's 
German goalkeeper Bodo 
Illgner. 

The referee came to Real’s 
rescue, however, by award- 
ing a controversial penalty’ 
which Croatian striker 
Davor Suker converted. 

Racing struck straight 
when defender Gabriel 
Schurrer rose above a sea of 
heads to nod home a cross. 
But with just five minutes 
left. Real's Predrag Mija- 
tovic capitalised on another 
goalmouth scramble to 
make it 2-2. 

In Italy, AS Roma romped 
to an emphatic 3-0 victory 
over AC Milan thanks to 
goals from Totti (13). Cap- 


pioli (19) and Balbo (90). 

Milan, second at the start 
of the weekend, slumped to 
seventh spot. 

Meanwhile Juventus 
failed in lheir biggest test of 
character so far this season 
when their depleted side lost 
2-1 at Vicenza. 

The European champions 
were top of the Serie A 
before the weekend (hanks 
to the efforts’ of striker Alen 
Boksic. playmaker Alessan- 
dro Del Piero, skipper Anto- 
nio Come and goalkeeper 
Angelo perozzi. 

But all four missed Sun- 
day’s match and it proved 
costlv. 


NFL RESULTS 


Houston 

23 

» 

Atlanta 

13 

Miami 

21 

Buffalo 

7 

Carolina 

45 

Sl Louis 

13 

Dallas 

17 

Arizona 

3 

Jacksonville 

21 

NY Jets 

17 

New Orleans 

27 

Chicago 

24 

Washington 

27 

New England 

22 

Pittsburgh 

20 

Cincinnati 

10 

Tampa Bay 

24 

Minnesota 

13 

Philadelphia 

19 

NY Giants 

10 

Oakland 

37 

Detroit 

21 


Furnished Roof For Rent 

180 sq.m, three bedrooms roof, living & sittig, 
surrounding terrace (about 140 sq.m.), with 
superior quality furniture. Located in Abdoun 
area. 

For information, please contact 
079-47477 morning or 858823 afternoon 


VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 

Located in Um Al Summaq near Mecca 
Street. 3 bedrooms (one master), study, 
spacious living and dining areas and a 
maid's room. Area 400 sq.m. 

For further information call 812999 

- 



FOR SALE 

A doctor going into retirement has 
complete ophthalmological & office 
equipment for sale. 

For more information please contact 
079 - 24566/621989 


Under the Patronage of 
HRH Princess Sumaya El H assart 
The British Institute at Amman for 
Archaeology & History cordially invites 
you to the Wadi Faynan Art Exhibition 
atAI Balka’a Art Gallery, Fuheis ■ 
on October 16-31, 1996, I0am-8pm 
Tel 720677 

SPONSORED BYTHE ARAB POTASH CO LTD 


MUHAMMAD BUSMNAQ • GHADA PAHDALEH ■ AMMAR 
KHAMMA5H • SALAM KANAAN • HAZEH ZUBJ • LARISSA " 
NAJJAR • KHAUD KHREIS • JAN BARAKAT • NAWAL 
ABDULLAH • ALEXANDRA HIRTZEL ■ CATHY HANNA 


Ayoubi's 


Steel Furniture Factory 


Office Furniture - Safes - Storage Systems 




With Us Your 
302 - Valuables are 
Safe and Secure 


AbtUli Tel: 690703 - 661574 
Fjjl :CW0705 
Down Town 675637 


Zorqa 09/ 9*2670 
IrtwJ 07/ 247920 


ALL CANDW4TES SHOULD IL41V. Tu p FOLLOWING : 


JOB VACANCIES 


A fast growing Palestinian Distribution Company Location 
in East Jerusalem specializing in consumer products seeks 
candidates for the following vacancies in Palestine : 

A- JTA--LVC7J4 CONTROLLER. Qualification needed : 

1- University degree in financial accounting , 

2- Minimuni 5 years experience . 

3- Good command of accounting policies, management systems 
and procedures . 

&--HAR KETISG MANAGER *. Qualifications needed : 

1- University Degree or equivalent in Marketing or Business 
Administration . 

2- Minimum 4 years experience in Marketing and Mechanizing. 

3- Knowledge of the Palestinian market is preferred. 

CO MP E NS A TION ? 

The competitive compensation will be commensurate with the 
experience. In addition a perfomiance related bonus will be 
considered . 


1- A VALID driving License . 

2- Very good command of written & spoken Arabic and English 

3- Good knowledge of Hebrew is an advantage 

4- Must have East Jerusalem or West Bank identification " 
documents . 

Please send vour C. V. to ; 

( 1 ) Bethlehem ; P. O. Box 690. or to fax 02-82 1 285. 

Ur to ; 

(2) Amman : P. O. Box 922915 Amman 11192 Jordan, or tn fax 
NOT LA TER T HAN IP D-tVSFROAf THE DATE HEREOF . 
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Masood forces close in 
on Taleban in Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Fighting between 

Afghanistan's " ruling 
Taleban militia and former 
government forces raged 
near Kabul on Monday, 
putting the capital under 
pressure for the first time 
since it fell to the fund-- 
mentalists. 

The Taleban admitted los- 
ing key areas north of Kabul 
to forces loyal to the ousted 
government, but described 
their withdrawal as a “tac- 
tical retreat" to avoid civil- 
ian casualties. 

They also dismissed the 
threar of former government 
troops seizing the capital 
Kabul, which the militia 
took control of just 18 
days ago. saying the ousted 
government's military com- 
mander. Ahmad Shah 
Masood. was a spent force. 

“Masood is not on the 
ground here any longer. The 
power which he had is fin- 
ished and the few people he 
has are not capable of com- 
ing back to Kabul, 

although they are capable of 
causing trouble in the 
area." said Mohammad Sher 
Stanakzai. the Taleban 's 
acting deputy foreign min- 
ister. 

He also ruled out peaceful 
negotiations to end the 
fighting, saying “it will be 
very difficult now to coop- 
erate with the former gov- 
ernment as they are fighting 
us now." 

Nevertheless, the 52- 
nation Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference 

(OIC). based in Saudi 
Arabia, said Monday it 
would send a mission to 


Afghanistan on Tuesday to 
seek a negotiated end to 
fighting. 

Past efforts by the OIC 
and by the United Nations 
have failed to end the fac- 
tional war which has 
plagued Afghanistan since 
the overthrow of commu- 
nist rule in Kabul by the 
Mujahedeen in April 
1992. 

The Taleban. who began 
their quest to establish an 
Islamic government in 
Afghanistan two years ago. 
control much of the country 
and captured Kabul on 
Sept. 27. 

However, their push fur- 
ther north has run into a 
fierce fightback from the 
forces of the ousted govern- 
ment. 

An official from the ex- 
government forces claimed 
the Taleban had sufFered 
more than 200 casualties in 
recent fighting and that 
former government troops 
had moved to just four kilo- 
metres north of the 
Afghan capital. 

His claims could not 
immediately be indepen- 
dently confirmed. but 
other reports said the fight- 
ing was as close as 10 kilo- 
meters from the northwest- 
ern suburbs of the capital. 

Mr. Stanakzai admitted 
that Taleban fighters had 
been killed and injured in 
fighting, but said it was 
“very difficult" to provide a 
figure for their losses. 

However, scores of 
Taleban jeeps were seen 
Sunday transporting dead 
and wounded fighters to 
Kabul airport where they 


were loaded onto flights to 
the Taleban base at 
Kandahar. 

Taleban forays north 
since the fall of Kabul have 
been aimed at capturing 
the rest of the counny from 
former government troops 
as well as Uzbek warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
whose fighters control six 
provinces, and other fac- 
tions. 

Mr. Masood, the main 
military backer of ousted 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. pulled his forces 
out of Kabul ahead of the 
advancing Taleban and re- 
grouped in his native 
Panjshir Valley about 90 
kilometres north of the cap- 
ital. 

In another development 
General Dostum met Mr. 
Masood to discuss the pos- 
sibility of forging an 
alliance and strategy against 
the Taleban militia, 
spokesmen for both parties 
told AFP. The meeting 
included Mr. Rabbani. the 
former governor of Western 
Herat province Ismail 
Khan, and other leaders. 

The country is also riven 
by other factions. One of 
them, led by Mr. Khan, is 
preparing to launch a large- 
scale offensive against the 
Taleban to recapture the 
western Afghan province of 
Herat, Afghan sources 
in Iran said Monday. 

The Taleban has strongly 
warned Iran against sup- 
porting troops loyal to the 
ousted Afghan government 
in Herat. 


Political satire on JTV draws anger 
from Lower House of Parliament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Lower 
House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour 
on Monday demanded an 
apology from those respon- 
sible for allowing the 
screening of a television 
programme which, he said, 
insulted members of 
Parliament. 

The demand came amid 
reports' that some members 
of Parliament were planning 
to file a lawsuit against 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Rabariti. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher and 
Nasser Judeh, director of 
Jordan Television (JTV). 

The programme, a politi- 
cal satire called “Ahlan 
Hukumeh" (Welcome 
Government) starred by 
popular actors Nabil 
Sawalha and Hisham Yanis, 
went on Jordan Television’s 
Arabic Channel I weeks 
ago. It is broadcast every 
Thursday evening. 

The first two episodes of 


the show made fun of the 
government, including the 
prime minister and other 
ministers, and Parliament 
members. 

While the public has 
largely welcomed the show, 
some of the sharp-tongued 
criticism implied in the pro- 
gramme has drawn the irk 
of Parliament members. 

In a letter sent to Prime 
Minister Kabariti, Speaker 
Srour said that members of 
Parliament would accept 
“sarcastic attacks" but the 
programme contained 
"insult and slander" against 
legislators. 

Mr. Srour demanded that 
those responsible for allow- 
ing the programme to be 
broadcast, including the 
Ministry of Information, 
offer a public apology and 
ensure that such . pro- 
grammes are not repeated, 
parliamentary sources said. 

Reports in the local press 
said Monday some mem- 
bers of Parliament were 


planning .to file a case 
against the government. 

None of the. deputies were 
identified in the reports, but 
parliamentary sources said 
most of them were from 
opposition groups which 
contend that the govern- 
ment had purposely allowed 
the show to poke fun at 
them and belittle them in 
front of their constituents. 

But Dr. Muasher, at a 
press briefing last week, 
rejected such suggestions.. 
“It is true that Jordan 
Television has contracted 
the show, but it does not 
predetermine the contents 
of the show," he said. 

The minister noted that 
the isham and Nabil duo 
had been staging their satire 
on theatre and had become 
very popular and appealing 
to die public. 

“We have no political or 
other motivation behind 
contracting the show except 
for entertainment purpos- 
es,” the minister said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudanese dissidents form army 

CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese dissident 
groups have agreed to create a new mili- 
tary force to try to topple the Islamic-ori- 
ented regime in Khartoum, an opposition 
leader said Monday. Farouk Abu Issa 
said the Sudanese National Democratic 
Alliance decided to launch the militia at a 
meeting of leaders of its factions over the 
weekend in the Eritrean capital Asmara. 
The alliance was formed by several oppo- 
sition groups and the southern rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) 
last year to try to oust the Sudanese gov- 
ernment backed by the Islamic National 
From of Hassan Tourabi. *' All our guns 
have now been put together to get rid of 
the oppressive regime of the Islamic 
front.” Mr. Abu Issa told the Associated 
Press in a telephone interview 

Beirut declares war on corruption 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese judicial 
authorities have declared war on corrup- 
tion after media reports of Financial scan- 
dals in public institutions. Beirut's senior 
prosecutor general was quoted on 
Monday as saying. Prosecutor-General 
Adnan Addoum told the daily newspaper 
A1 Safir the judicial year, which began in 
September, “will be devoted entirely to 
fighting corruption in public institutions 
in all its forms, including receiving 
bribes." '’Just as we succeeded last year in 
ending the drugs trade in Lebanon, we 
will succeed this year in putting an end to 
the issue of corruption" he said, adding 
that suspects would be investigated 


“without waiting for anyone's permis- 
sion." Beirut newspapers have recently 
reported cases of alleged corruption, 
including embezzlement of funds, in 
some government ministries and state 
institutions. Billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri said on Monday judicial 
authorities were investigating some cases 
and charges of alleged corruption. 

Remains of 750 Iranians found 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The remains of 750 
Iranian soldiers killed toward the end of 
the 19S0-S8 Iran -Iraq war were found 
recently in southwest Iran, close to the 
Iraqi border, the official news agency 
IRNA said Monday. A funeral service 
will be held Wednesday for them in front 
of the Iranian parliament, IRNA said. 
The government has called for a “mas- 
sive" turnout for the service, state televi- 
sion said. - 

Russian plane skids off runway 

ISTANBUL (AP) — A Russian passenger 
plane skidded off the runway at Istanbul’s 
Ataturk Airport Monday and came to a hall 
near a road. No one was injured, officials 
said. ‘The plane landed normally but then 
failed to stop. Its brakes would not hold." air- 
port spokesman Can Cosar said. All 121 
passengers and 14 crew-members aboard the 
plane, a IL-62 belonging to the Domodedovo 
Airline, were uninjured, he said. The plane 
was coming in from Moscow. Twelve pas- 
sengers were injured at the same airport in 
August when an Egyptian jetliner missed the 
runway, skidded onto a road and hit a taxi. 



JORDANIAN-PALESTENIAN SUMMIT: His Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday receives Palestinian President Yasser Arafat upon Mr. Arafat's arrival at 
the Royal Court for talks (see page one) (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Queen, Mrs. Rabin win Eleanor 
Roosevelt medals, urge patience 
in Middle East peace process 


HYDE PARK, New York 
(AP) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and the widow 
of slain Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
urgedpatience to those look- 
ing for immediate progress 
in Middle East peace nego- 
tiations. 

Queen Noor and Leah 
Rabin also vowed to contin- 
ue to promote the fragile 
peace process initiated by 
their husbands despite a 
rash of recent setbacks. 

“Just as in raising that 
newborn child, in spite of 
the worries and sacrifices, 
we will find that the joys 
and rewards are immeasur- 
able,'’ Queen Noor said. 

Mrs. Rabin and the Queen 
shared the stage Sunday at 
the home of another promi- 
nent woman — Eleanor 
Roosevelt — at a ceremo- 
ny honouring their roles in 
promoting the peace 
process. 

“What I have been doing 


since that terrifying night 
(Yitzhak Rabin was shot) ... 
with all this feeling of 
emptiness and that terrible 
sense of loss. I felt a com- 
pulsion and was drawn to 
carry on the light — to be 
there for his legacy," Mrs. 
Rabin said. 

“For his legacy, for all that 
he meant to so many people 
who share my feeling of 
loss ... for him I am here." 
she said, moving many in 
the crowd of 400 to tears. 

The two women were the 
international winners of the 
1 996 Eleanor Roosevelt 
Val-Kill medals, which 
recognises people whose 
achievements reflect part of 
Mrs. Roosevelt's life work. 

Mrs. Roosevelt, the wife 
of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, was bom at the 
estate named Val-Kill in 
Hyde Park, located 100 
kilometres south of Albany. 

Mrs. Rabin spoke of her 
husband's push for peace at 


the time of his assassination 
nearly one year ago, and 
compared him with 
Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat and U.S. civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King 
Jr., also slain by their own 
countrymen. 

“His people, the black 
community of America, 
continued the march." the 
widow said of Mr. King. 
“My husband Yitzhak was 
shot dead on the way to ihe 
promised land. He was a 
happy man, to have 
embarked on the train of 
peace, but he did not reach 
the final station. ... He was 
shot dead before my eyes." 

The Queen and Mrs. 
Rabin implored Middle 
East negotiators and world 
leaders to be patient. 

“Peace is hard work, but 
in spite of that hard work, or 
perhaps because of it, noth- 
ing is more valuable," said 
Queen Noor. 


Israeli cabinet ‘approves’ opening 
of new prayer hall at Aqsa Mosque 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli cabinet 
on Sunday approved the 
opening of an ancient under- 
ground Muslim prayer hall 
next to Jerusalem’s A1 Aqsa 
mosque, state television 
reported. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu convened the 
meeting of his inner security 
cabinet to discuss implica- 
tions of the planned changes 
at the A1 Aqsa compound, a 
flash point for Israeli-Arab 
tensions. 

Ministers decided that the 
opening of the Musalla A1 
Marwani prayer hall, bitterly 
opposed by Jewish militants, 
was an irreversible "fait 
accompli." the television 
said. 

Acting Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbi said: “We 
decided not to intervene right 
at the start of work in 
exchange for an agreement 
with the Palestinians for the 
opening by Israel" in 
September of a new entrance 
to an archaeological tunnel 
alongside the AJ Aqsa com- 
pound. 

The cabinet decision came 
after Israel’s supreme court, 
for the second time in three 
days, rejected Sunday a bid 
by Jewish militants to prevent 
the opening of the prayer 
hall. 


At the same time Israeli 
police announced stepped up 
security in Jerusalem amid 
reports that Jewish extremists 
could try to prevent Islamic 
authorities from opening the 
prayer hall to worshippers. • 

In its ruling, the court 
rejected a petition.filed by the 
radical Hai Vekayam move- 
ment to halt renovation of the 
prayer area, an extensive 
series of vaulted underground 
chambersbuilt in the seventh 
cenrury which had long fallen 
into disuse. 

The justices ruled that the 
Hai Vekayam petition was 
technically flawed, but said 
the group could refile its 
demand within 15 days. 

On Friday the same judges 
threw out a similar petition 
filed by another group, the 
Temple Mount Faithful. 

Both groups claimed the 
renovation work was carried 
out without the needed con- 
struction permits from the 
Israeli municipal authorities 
who initially had opposed 
opening the area. 

But after a municipal deci- 
sion earlier this week lifting 
its objections to the renova- 
tion work, the court ruled 
Friday that there were no 
longer any grounds for the 
Temple Mount Faithful peti- 
tion. 

Islamic religious authori- 


ties said the refurbished 
prayer area would be opened 
to worshippers and tourists in 
coming days. 

They had originally 
announced that area would be 
open as of Sunday. But on 
Sunday morning they said no 
formal opening ceremony 
would be held and that work 
on the area was continuing. 

Radical groups like Hai 
Vekayam want to seize the AI 
Aqsa compound, the third 
holiest site in Islam, and 
rebuild what they describes 
as the Jewish temple which 
stood at the same location 
until it was destroyed by the 
Romans in 70 A.D. 

Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani said mean- 
while he had placed police 
units deployed around Al 
Aqsa on alert to keep Jewish 
extremists away from the 
mosques. 

“There are extremist groups 
which 1 am sure will try to 
force their way onto the 
mount and into Solomon's 
Stables,” he said, using a 
name for the Marwani hall 
which dates from the era 
when it was used to house 
Crusaders' horses. 

“We are ready for them and 
are taking steps to prevent 
any type of provocation,” Mr. 
Kahalani said on Israeli tele- 
vision. 


‘Witness’ 
recounts 
massacre 
of Croats 

BELGRADE (AFP)— An 
alleged eyewitness said he 
saw' Serbs bring over 200 
hospital patients to a sus- 
pected killing field in east- 
ern Croatia after the town 
of Vukovar fell to the Serbs 
in 1991. a Belgrade daily 
reported Monday. 

International experts 
have recently unearthed 
200 bodies from a mass 
grave near Ovcara. a ham- 
let close to Vukovar. They 
were believed to be those 
of people from the town's 
hospital who were killed 
the day after Vukovar fell. 

Monday's edition of the 
Dnevni Telegraf carried an 
account of the events from 
a Serb military reservist 
who said he was present at 
the scene. The chilling tes- 
timony tells of prisoners 
being brutally attacked by 
Serb paramilitaries, or 
“Chetniks." 

“My unit, 15 to 20 of us. 
was called to secure prison- 
ers-of-war in Ovcara. A 
group of maybe 40 
Chetniks was already there, 
totally drunk or crazy” the 
reservist said, who spoke 
only on condition of 
anonymity. “More than 
500 prisoners, aged from 
17 to SO, mostly men and 
some older women were 
being held in big hangar ... 
faced towards the wall. 
They were standing almost 
naked and barefoot on the 
concrete, freezing." he 
said. 

“A group of Chetniks was 
collecting necklaces, rings 
and wristwatches ...in 
front of the hangar, the oth- 
ers were checking a huge 
pile of clothes, looking for 
money." he said, according 
to the daily. 

The reservist said that his 
□nit commander was trying 
to separate the prisoners 
from the paramilitary 
forces, but they ha.d 
already started "their cruel 
death game " “1 saw a man 
hitting a prisoner with a 
rifle butt, smashing his 
head in. We couldn't do 
anything to protect the pris- 
oners. With every attempt 
to stop the savagery, they 
threatened to shoot all of 
us," he reported. 

The reservist said that his 
unit went to Ovcara that 
afternoon, and a couple of 
hours later, a truck 
crammed with prisoners 
from the hangar arrived in 
the nearby woods. 

“Our commander ordered 
us to withdraw, and that is 
how we avoided taking 
part in the liquidation... I 
know these people were 
prisoners from Vukovar 
hospital and I am sure there 
were more than 200 of 
them." he said. 

“After we left the shoot- 
ing continued up to 1 a.m. 
People were killed just for 
being Croats.” he said. On 
Saturday, Dnevni Telgraf 
carried another report of 
(he killings from an officer 
in tiie former Yugoslav 
array. The officer said he 
had been present when 
Croat prisoners were evac- 
uated from Vukovar hospi- 
tal. 

“Young men. aged 
between IS to 25, were 
taken out from the hospi- 
tal. They were in good con- 
dition. fresh shaven, in 
clean pyjamas.” he said. 

“I asked Captain (Miro- 
slav ) Radic how many pris- 
oners were in the hospital, 
thinking of a possible 
exchange. He answered: 
‘These are dead men.'" the 
officer said, again on con- 
ditions of anonymity. 


Turkey and Greece trade charges over Cyprus 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey on Monday accused 
Greek Cypriots of escalating tension on the island follow- 
ing the death of a Greek Cypriot man near the buffer zone 
that divides Cyprus. 

Greek Foreign Minister Theodore Pangalos hit back say- 
ing Turkey was of whipping up tensions on Cyprus using 
"Turkish settlers and fascist elements:’ 

Ankara wants to show that the two communities “can 
never live together in peace,” Mr. Pangalos said. 

“It is evident that the Greek Cypriots have chosen a poli- 
cy of tension and provocation instead of one of negotiation 
and compromise," Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Omer Akbel told reporters. 

Turkish Cypriot troops shot dead a 50-year-old Greek 
Cypriot on Sunday after they said the man ignored several 
warning shots fired in the air and crossed the buffer zone 
into the Turkish Cypriot side. 

The incident happened as thousands of Greek Cypriots 


gathered ro protest Turkish occupation of northern Cyprus 

“Whether Turk or Greek, every death is bitter and tinned 
essary. The negotiations should start immediately to elimi- 
nate such deaths.” Rauf Denktash. leader of the Turkish 
Cypriots, was quoted as saying by the Turkish Cvpriot news 
agency. 

Greek Cypriot authorities maintain that Petros *'-kulides 
58. was gathering snails and accused the soldiers of -un’ 
ning him down in cold-blood. ' 

Bur the Turkish Cypriot authorities say he had wandered 
into the U.N.-patrolled buffer zone dividing the two com- 
munities. 

Kakulides was the fourth Greek-Cypriot to be killed in 
inter-conimunal violence since June. 

Mr. Pangalos also urged the international community ro 
scrap its "tolerance towards Turkey” and called for pressure 
by “military or economic means against Ankara to make it 
abandon its attitude." 



Vasectomy for 
a snip at 
charity auction 

BLENHEIM. New 
Zealand (R.i — A New 
Zealand mother of six 
was the successful bidder 
for a vasectomy at a char- 
ity auction held in the 
South Island coastal town 
of Blenheim, the New 
Zealand Press Association 
reported Monday. The 
operation, donated by a 
local surgeon, was one of 
dozens of items on offer 
at a fundraiser for a 
Magnetic Resonance 
Imager (MRI) scanner for 
the "local hospital. The 
vasectomy fetched S23G. 
from the lucky mother, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous. She said she 
did not make the bid in 
person because she was 
unable to set a baby-sitter 
for her large brood. The 
women present at the auc- 
tion got into the spirit of 
things and there was 
enthusiastic bidding for 
the “private cut" vasecto- 
my. said auction organiser 
Toni Gillan. A few con- 
cerned men protested 
light-heartedly by leaving 
the room. But they were 
lured back by the more 
romantic items on offer 
such as magnums of 
champagne, deer velvet 
liqueur and dinners for 
two. 

Suspect stowaway 
survives 10-hour 
flight 

LONDON (R) — An 
Indian national found 
wandering around 

Heathrow. Airport was 
suspected of having 
stowed away in a plane's 
baggage hold on a 10- 
hour flight from New 
Delhi to London. British 
officials said. "He’s lucky 
to be alive given...the 
temperature in the bag- 
gage hold of an aircraft 
flying at the heights it 
would fly to reach 
London from Delhi." an 
immigration official said. 
A worker for British 
Airways found the 
unidentified man wander 
ing in a restricted ares 
near one of their aircraft 
at Heathrow .Airport, west 
of London Saturaay. After 
being questioned by 
immigration officials he 
was treated for hypother- 
mia at a local hospital. 
■‘We believe he stowed 
away in the baggage hold 
of an aircraft that took 
him from Delhi to 
London." the immigration 
official told reporters. 

Author's son sends 
pianos to Cuba 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) 
— A California piano 
tuner said he was sending 
a shipment of pianos to 
Cuba in what he called a 
tribute to his late mother, 
crusading author Jessica 
Mitford. Tuner Benjamin 
Treuhaft, 48. said he 
planned to travel to Cuba 
to recondition some of tl» 
pianos despite receiving 
warning from the U.d- 
Treasury Department that 
he could be fined up to 
$ 1 .3 million and jailed for 
up to 10 years. This is the 
second * shipment of 
pianos to Cuba by 
Treuhaft' s “Send a Piana 
to Havana" project. The 
first shipment of 23 
pianos arrived there late 
last year. Mr. Trenhaft 
said this shipment was a 
tribute to his late mother. 
Mitford. famous for her 
book The American Way 
Of Death, an indictment 
of the funeral industry- 
died in nearby Oakland in 
July. After her death, 
dozen* of admirers con- 
tributed more than 
SI 0,000 in her honour w 
send the pianos to Cuba- 
Mr. Treuhaft said ’‘Send® 
Piana to Havana" 
Milford’s "favourite cJW: 
itv and the government 
missteps in dealing w® 
the subversive mu* 1 ’®? 
project brought her © oC *l 
glee towards the end 01 
her life" 
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